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Kia Ora Parents, Caregivers and Whanau, 
The magnificent weather goes on and on.  Wasn’t it like this every summer when we were kids?  
It never rained and we played outside all day, always at the end of the street and only came in 
for lunch and dinner. We explored the local stream, rode bikes, played cricket (followed cricket 
teams that won tests!) and could stay in the sun all day and never get burnt!!! Great memories 
and I’m sure this summer will also live long in our memories.  In saying that spare a thought for 
our farmers who could certainly do with some rain to grow the grass to feed their animals…. 
 
New children 
Welcome to Ethan Russell who has started in Room 1.  It is great to have you and 
your family join our school!!  Here is a photo of Kiana Scrimgeour who started last 
week and we didn’t publish her picture. 
 
Purple Day 
Thank you to everyone who brought along a gold coin on Friday to 
raise money for Purple Day (Cancer Research).  There were lots of  
really cool purple outfits and we raised a total of $218.  The school, ably led by Mr Bond (aka MC 
Bond) did the Harlem Shuffle during hui.  It was a fun way to kick off a fun day! 
 
Otaki Forks Camp 
As predicted we had a magnificent time in the sun at Otaki Forks last week.  The children were 
perfect, got involved in all activities, supported each other and challenged themselves.  The  
activities were several walks through the scenic bush including an extension group to Field Hut 
and the Waitewaewae Track and Sherridan’s Creek.  We saw the old boilers and track for pulling 
out the logs.  The scary night line, walking through the pitch black all alone, leaping into the river 
off rocks, bridge building, orienteering and not to mention sleeping in tents, cold mornings, camp 
food, organising gear etc - stunning trip!   

 
Thank you to all parents who helped us out, you were amazing, to Paula Cull and 
Alison Joss who organised the food and already have plans for next year! Thank 
you also to Grant Robertson and Charlie Meyer who leant us cooking pots and 
marquee’s to keep us out of the burning sun! 

 
A special thank you to Mrs Bee, Mrs Smith and Mr Neville who allowed this camp to occur.  
Their planning, attention to detail and safety, willingness to wanting to give our children a truly 
memorable experience could not be faulted - well done! 
 
Please note that in the corridor outside Room 7 there are still numerous pieces of property  
belonging to families.  Please could you come in and pick what is yours up.  This would be much 
appreciated. 



Beach Day 
Tomorrow we will spend the day at Te Horo Beach, another jewel right on our  
doorstep. Please refer to the notice and email which have been sent out.   
 
Paraparaumu College Principal Visit 
This morning we had the pleasure of welcoming the new Paraparaumu College Principal Gregor 
Fountain to our school.  Gregor is new to the area and is doing the rounds this term to touch 
base with all of the contributing schools.  It was nice to have him around our school and for him 
to meet our children. 
 
CCC - Coffee and Chat with Craig 

Thank you to everyone who made it along this morning, it was great to see and  
welcome to new faces.  We hold these catch ups every second Wednesday morning 
and I always look forward to these mornings.  All welcome, including pre-schoolers.  

Next one is Wednesday 14th March. 
 
3 Reading Tips for Parents 
Number 1 tip is to listen to your children read or read to them every night. This is  
particularly important until around age 8 or 9.  There is nothing better than snuggling next to your 
child and reading to them.  Research suggests that the more books children are exposed to  
before age 5 the easier they will pick up reading.  Make sure it is a fun experience.  If your child 
is tired don’t push things and do more of the reading yourself.   
 
Number 2 tip is for your child to retell what they have read.  If they can summarise the main 
parts then they have understood the story.  It they can’t then they are most likely barking at print 
i.e. reading words without comprehending.  Don’t be fooled by fast readers who may skip over 
the meaning of the story. 
 
Number 3 tip is to ask them occasional vocab questions e.g.  “What does effective mean?”  or 
“What is another word for furious?”  
 
Have fun! 
 
New Carpentry Table 
Last week marked the arrival of a new carpentry table.  We were  
fortunate to win this through Wooden Treasures.  Before we rush out 
and buy wood, nails and tools, if anyone has any off cuts, a plentiful 
supply of nails, or other building materials they could donate to the 
school, that would be thankfully received 
 
Thank you’s  
Thank you very much to Mike Coolen who scooped up the branches on the back field and took 
them away after we had our shelter belt trimmed.  This was a big job made easier by a bob cat 
and truck! 
Thank you also to Ben Carson from Riverbank Engineering for fixing our pool cover and to 
Stacey Faith for organising this. 
 
Last thoughts… 
Happy birthday Mrs Neville!! 

 
Ka kite ano  
Craig Vidulich   
Principal 

 

Once you have accepted your flaws no one can use them against you. 



   Home and School News 

Home and School AGM 12 March 7:30pm 
Everyone welcome, we would love some new members to join our dynamic team.  So please 
pop along and see what Home and School are all about.  Mark your diaries now. 
 
Pig Scraps 
Please bring in any old food scraps (not citrus, banana skins or meat) to help feed our two pigs. 
There is a bin over by the pigs to pop it in to. Don’t forget to remind your children to put their 
lunchbox scraps at school in the blue bin by the wheelie bin by the pool gate. Thanks so much. 
 
Fancy Glass Bottles 
Fancy glass bottles with a lid. Please start collecting these as we will be needing them later in 
the year. 
 
Yoghurt containers 
If you could save your yoghurt containers and bring them into the School 
Office that would be much appreciated.  Katie Hughes has kindly offered 
to pot up cuttings for Paddy’s Mart.  If anyone would like to donate bags of 
potting mix, again that would be much appreciated, just pop them into the 
School Office. 
 
Dates to make a note of: 
Ladies High Tea 26th May 
Mid year dance date to be confirmed 
Paddy’s Mart 14th September 
Mud run 20th October 

 Coming Events 

28 February  Beach Day 
9 March  Otaki Kite Festival 
12 March  Home and School AGM 7:30pm in the staff room 
14 March  C.C.C (Coffee and Chat with Craig) staffroom 9:00am 
29 March  Good Friday  SCHOOL CLOSED 
1 April   Easter Monday SCHOOL CLOSED 
2 April   Easter Tuesday SCHOOL CLOSED 
19 April  Term Ends 
 
Term dates for your convenience: 
Term 2  6 May—12 July 
Term 3  29 July—27 September 
Term 4  14 October—20 December 



SWEETMANS 
MOBILE  
TUTORING 
SERVICE  Anne Sweetman 

Individual Tuition for 5-14 yr olds 
All Basic Subjects 

FREE ASSESSMENT 
13 Brandon Street  06 364 6114 
Otaki    027 449 9617 



Community No�ces 

Otaki Festival Of The Wind 8-10 March 2013 
The Otaki Village Promotions Group is organising the Otaki Festival of the Wind, to be held on 
Otaki Beach. Friday 8th March is the schools day where school children who have made their 
own kites can come and fly at the beach and get a sneak preview of some of the show kites that 
are coming to this event. Saturday 9th is the main public day where people are encouraged to 
bring their own kites to fly whilst enjoying the kites flown by the guest flyers from around the 
country. Sunday 10th is the rain date and additional day for the really keen.  There will stalls for 
food and other items on Saturday, if you would like to have a stall please get in touch with  
Meagan Roach meagan1840@gmail.com.  
 
Come and be wowed by every kind of kite imaginable from the giant to the tiny, Acrobatic and 
single line. Kite buggies, kite surfing, weird and wonderful, traditional Maori and international  
designs. Get involved in the contests and kite making. A festival for everyone, kids and grown 
ups, amateurs and professionals. 
 
We hope you will come and join in the fun. Maybe even make a kite or other wind powered 
things. 
 
Yvonne de Mille is the main organiser of this event and she is running workshops with local Otaki 
schools. She is also running a workshop Sunday 24 February 9am – 12pm for artists and  
teachers wishing to learn some easy and simple paper kites that are guaranteed to fly. She will 
be showing you everything you need to know to make your creations fly. There will kite flying on 
the beach in the afternoon.  Please contact her for more details.   Please "like" the facebook 
page to help promote this festival, to keep informed of what is happening and to see who is  
coming and what sort of kites they will be bringing with them. 
 
For more information please make enquiries to Yvonne de Mille yvonnedemille@paradise.net.nz 
 
06 364 8566 
027 442 3106 
 
https://www.facebook.com/OtakiFestivalOfTheWind 

SOCCER - OTAKI SPORTS CLUB 2013 JUNIOR SOCCER SEASON 
STARTING NOW - Any child 7 years and over can go to the FREE optional fun soccer training 
sessions at Haruatai Park 3:30 on Wednesday’s until the 6th March.   Please tell your friends. 
MARCH - Team practice will start for 7th – 14th grade teams in March.   The season starts in 
April. 
APRIL - 3-6 year olds will start in April on Sunday mornings at 11am.  Children turning 7 or 8 this 
year can start playing Saturday morning football.  If you have a younger child who is keen let me 
know. 
REGISTER Please contact Kerry Bevan, 027 405 6635, 06 3647534 or Kerry.bevan@gmail.com 
to register your child. 
FEES 3-6 $40, 7-10 $60, 11-14 $65.   
TENNIS AND SQUASH - All members of the Otaki Sports Club are entitled to use the Squash 
and Tennis courts as well. 



Otaki Players - Civic Theatre, Otaki: Coming events 
 

BOUNCERS - Opening Night, Thursday 21 
March, Te Horo School Premiere 

BOUNCERS - the international hit comedy by John Godber opens in Otaki 
on Thursday 21 March, at 7.30pm 
"Bouncers", the international comedy hit by John Godber and his most popular play, is set in and 
around a Northern English nightclub called Mr. Cinders, with the action focusing on the exploits 
of the four doormen and their customers, looking for a good night out. "It's a celebration of the 
fantastic Bacchanalian aspects of urban night life. As it says in the opening of the play, "all hu-
man life is here - it's a midnight circus". The four actors take on the roles of all the characters and 
take you back to the 90s club scene. Heaps of fun and a great night out. 
I am organising to sell out opening night and have 60 tickets available for Te Horo parents, staff, 
caregivers, friends etc - anyone who would like to come along is most welcome. 
Tickets are only $15. The bar will be open from 7pm. Come along for a social night out - no fund-
raising required! Feel free to put on your nightclub wear but this is not compulsory!  
Ticket orders to Jacqui Simpson, jacquisimpson.nz@gmail.com or text to 021 380015. Grab 
some friends and come along.  

CATS - the Musical 
Yes Cats is coming to Otaki - and there are heaps of opportunities for anyone interested to get 
involved. Auditions are this Sunday - there are lead roles and chorus required. Contact Roger 
Thorpe for further details. ph 364 8848 or email roger.thorpe@xtra.co.nz. Help is also needed 
with set construction (building, painting etc), sound and lighting, make-up, props, costumes, hair, 
and front of house. There are quite a few Te Horo people involved already but but we would love 
to have more. It will be a great show and a good way to meet some different people and have 
fun. If you want to find out more - contact Roger or Jacqui as above.  





OPENS THIS FRIDAY MARCH 

1ST AT LEVIN PERFORMING 

ARTS .  
Only seven performances in Levin 

over the next three weekends .  
See you at the theatre .  


