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Kia Ora Children, Parents and Whanau, 
 

This is the final newsletter for the year and I wish to take this opportunity to 
thank everyone for making this another successful year.  I have highlighted a 
few of my personal highlights below. Thank you to the children for your efforts 
with your learning and contribution to all aspects of the school.  Our senior 
kids have been tremendous leaders and ensured we have maintained a  
happy, nurturing and supportive culture.  They have lead the school well.   
Good luck at college, come back and visit! 
 

Final Newsletter 
Thank you to all parents and whanau for your continued support.  Our school could not function 
as well without your encouragement, help, enthusiasm and belief in Te Horo School.   
 

Thank you to the BOT and Home and School.  Two great supportive teams who are the  
backbone of our school from Governance level to fundraising and providing memorable events 
for the wider community to mix, meet and have fun! 
 

Thank you to the teachers and support staff.  They are a talented, passionate and committed 
group of people who strive to make every day a better day for the children and wider  
community.  Thank you for your support, sense of humour and energy! 
 

We bid a farewell to all children and families who are leaving and wish you all luck 
for the future.  Farewell to Brenda Rosenberg who has been teacher aiding in 
Room 2.  Brenda has completed her teacher training and will be relief teaching 
next year.  A special goodbye to Mrs McHugo who leaves us after 6 successful  

BOT-WIFI Issue 

We hope you found the Board statement which went home yesterday, informative.  The  
questionnaire will go out today and is due back by Monday 23 December.   
 

The teaching staff wrote a statement and read this to the Board at Monday night’s meeting. 
They have asked for this to be shared with our community.  This will be a separate attachment to 
the newsletter. 
 

Regards 

Steve Joss 

Chairman BOT 

stevejoss@xtra.co.nz 

From the Board of Trustees 

From the Principal 



years at our school. The large majority of children had Allie as their first ever teacher.  Good luck 
at Raumati South School, they are fortunate to have your skills and energy.  We will miss you, 
good luck and stay in touch! 
 

Some of the MANY 2013 Highlights 

• Whole school Te Horo Beach day, remember those waves! 
 

• Otaki Forks Orientation Camp 
 

• Festival of the Wind at Otaki Beach and school-wide kite theme 
 

• NZ Post Book Awards -Senior and Junior Champions 
 

• Matariki celebrations including everyone turning up at 6:ooam for brekkie! 
 

• Ladies High Tea and Mid Winter Dance 
 

• Min of Education SPG money-$595,000 
 

• Approval of a new classroom (sorry this is still in the wings…..) 
 

• School wide Dr Seuss theme and Paraparaumu College show 
 

• Music programme plus 2 amazing performances 
 

• THGT, ANZAC Service, Ag Night and Flower Day 
 

• School speeches, Strike band and workshops 
 

• Kapa haka festival 
 

• Year 8 snow (plan B) camp, Year 6 City Camp and Year 5 Forest Lakes Camp 
 

• Year 7 & 8 science and technology programmes – second to none! 
 

•   Foodbank donations and voluntary fundraising by children 
 
• Kids playing and building huts, big kids running around playing tag and ‘war’ games, big  
      kids helping little kids and in general children coming to school with a positive attitude to  
      learn, be creative and make the most of everything on the go at Te Horo School! 

 

Year 5 Camp 

Thank you to Mr Neville for organising the Year 5 Camp to Forest 
Lakes last week.  Three actioned packed days of swimming, mud 
slides, water slide, flying fox, night line, gang show, cooking meals, 
sleeping in dorms with mates etc.  Thank you to the kids who were 
fantastic and the wonderful camp parents, Jeremiah Straker, Chris 
Brown, Adam Bignell, Anne Herrington and Sandra Vidulich. 
 

Portfolios and School Wide Achievement 
Portfolios were sent home on Friday.  We trust that you found them  
informative and a clear summary of your child’s learning and achievement for 
the year. I enjoyed reading through them and congratulate the children for 
their efforts.   



On Monday night the Board received the school-wide assessment information for the year. 
Overall, we continue to achieve well as a school against the National Standards.  All children 
who are below the standards have been provided with intervention programmes and support  
throughout the year. Our data also tells us that children who have started at Te Horo School are 
achieving at or above the NS than those who have moved schools. The data also reflected a  
pattern for some children who had not meet the standards, many of these children are the ones  
who have had high numbers of absences. This is an area which we would like to work on for 
next year. The reality is, when children are away from school frequently they miss out on  
Learning.  They also may have difficulty catching up on what the class were doing and  
cementing knowledge.  As always we do accept that there are times when children are too sick 
to come to school or away with their families etc.  Complete copies of the assessment reports 
are available for you to read in the School Office in the blue folder (just inside the door). These 
results are for children who have had one or more years at school. 
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Prizegiving 

We hope to see you all this evening for our prizegiving which will be an opportunity to celebrate 
the achievements of children, to farewell and thank everyone.  Kick off is at 6:00pm. 
 

Christmas Carols 

Thank you to the junior school choir who sang their little hearts out at 
Coastlands yesterday. Thank you to Ms Johnson for organising this event, 
thanks again to the many parents who assisted with transport. 
 

We apologise that this clashed with our staff thank-you morning tea.  The choir 
dates were recently changed and the KidzOwn morning tea which was booked 
for Monday was also cancelled at short notice.   

 

Curriculum Area 
 

Goal for 2013  
% achieving at  

or above 

% at or above  
at year end  

2013 

% at or above at 
year end  

2013  
THS starters 

Reading 90% 84% 87% 

Curriculum Area Goal for 2013  
% achieving at  

or above 

% at or above  
at year end  

2013 

% at or above at 
year end  

2013  
THS starters 

Writing  85% 79% 84% 

Curriculum Area Goal for 2013  
% achieving at  

or above 

% at or above  
at year end  

2013 

% at or above at 
year end  

2013  
THS starters 

Maths 86% 78% 83% 



Trinity College Music Exams 

Congratulations to Hannah Murphy, Tiffany Illot and Harry Bird who sat 
the prestigious Trinity College Music exams a few weeks back.  The group 
sat their first exam and gained a high distinction mark, congratulations!!! 
To quote the examiner ‘This was a well shaped recital, showing musicality 
and style.  The ensemble was effective and technique was nicely developed 
and mostly reliable’. 
The group had put in many hours practice so the result was well deserved.  Thank you to Mrs 
Bee for training the group so well! 
 
Otaki Foodbank 

We are visiting the Foodbank on Friday to donate the goods and money  
collected.  Room 8 have raised $820.80 thanks to their market last week 
and several children spending last weekend selling pinecones, busking etc – 
a wonderful achievement  from the kids!  If you have any donations of food, 
toys or clothes please drop this into school by Friday morning.  Thank you, it 
is a great feeling knowing that our efforts are going directly into supporting 
homes in our local community. 

Christmas Carols  
Thank to the Home and School for once again putting on a wonderful community evening last 
Friday.  It was great to showcase our children and local musicians, catch up friends and enjoy 
the festive spirit throughout the evening.  Thanks to Tara Rountree for coordinating the evening 
and also thanks to those who provided food.   
 

Sunscreen Donations 

Thank you to Angela Kelly who dropped in 8 bottles of sunscreen provided by the Cancer  
Society. 
 
Library Books not returned 
As of today there are 93 library books not yet returned to the school library.  An email was sent 
last week to families with books still to return.  If you have any school library books please return 
by tomorrow.  If lost please send $10 to the School Office in a named envelope. 
 
Sports Uniforms 
Thank you to those who have returned the sports uniforms this week.  There are still some not 
back, please do so before Friday. 
 
School Accounts 
There are many school accounts that remain unpaid.  Please, these need to be settled before  
Friday. 
 
Student Achievement 
Christopher Bowman passed his Taekwondo-Do grading and is now a blue belt.  

 
Have a wonderful Christmas and a relaxing  
holiday.  Swim, read books, play beach cricket, explore the Coast, head 
to Wellies, go camping, hang with the kids, bbq and catch up with 
friends.   
 
See you on Friday 7 February 2014. 

Ka kite ano 
 

Craig Vidulich 

Principal  Te Horo School 



   Home and School News 

On behalf of Te Horo Home and School Committee we wish you all a merry xmas and happy 
new year. 

Here are some photos from Friday night. 



SWEETMANS 
MOBILE  
TUTORING 
SERVICE  Anne Sweetman 

Individual Tuition for 5-14 yr olds 
All Basic Subjects 

FREE ASSESSMENT 
13 Brandon Street  06 364 6114 
Otaki    027 449 9617 

Maria Vink 

Music Teacher 

 

BA, ATCL, Dip Tchg, AIRMT 

 

Piano and Singing 

For all ages 

 

Waikanae 

049059190 

0278130572 

marvink@paradise.net.nz 

Pony-Tales Waikanae 
Indoor riding school for children, offering affordable  
riding lessons, school-holiday programmes and  
catered pony parties, 'lots of fun for your budding 
equestrian'. 
$25.00 half hour private lessons 
$40.00 one hour group lessons 

Contact Jackie Gilmore 04 293 8161 

36 Akatarawa Road , Waikanae 

Email jacksgilmore@gmail.com  

FARM AND MAINTENANCE WORK UNDERTAKEN 
My name is Ian Moleta and I have 30 years work experience in the rural world.  In anticipation of 
my moving from Paraparaumu to your area I would like to establish a client base.  Quotes or 
hourly rate as appropriate to task. 
Phone on text 027 767 0696 for friendly competent service. 



 Coming Events 

19 December   Year 8 graduation 
20 December   Last day of school year, finishing at 12:30pm. 
7 February 2014  First day of term 1 
10 & 11 February  Stationery packs available 
18, 19 & 20 February Years 5-8 Otaki Forks Orientation Camp  

Term Dates 2014 

Term 1 7 February—17 April 
 
Term 2 5 May—4 July 
 
Term 3 21 July—26 September 
 
Term 4 13 October—19 December 


