
Mission Statement:  Our children, Our community, Our future. 

Te Horo School Newsletter 
Issue  37  3 December 2014 

Telephone: 06 364 3071 
Office email: office@th.school.nz 
Principal email: principal@th.school.nz 
Website:  www.th.school.nz 

Kia Ora Parents, Children and Whanau, 
 
New Student 
Welcome to Jacob Kilford (Oli’s brother) who started in Room 1 on Monday. 
 
City Camp 2014 

Mrs Bee and the Year 6’s are having a 
blast in Wellington as they explore the BIG 
smoke for the entire week. They caught the 
train in on Monday morning and will be  
staying centrally at the YHA Hostel near the 
skate park. One of the experiences  
yesterday was making a short movie at  

Capital E. This has been posted online, 
check it out as it stars the children and our 
parent helpers Ann Herrington, Donna 
Tholen and Sandra Vidulich.  
I am visiting the camp today - further details 
next week. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1q5_sth0Xk4 
 
Year 5 Camp 

Mr Neville has planned an overnight classroom stay over on Thursday night. Thank 
you to everyone who has offered to help out. Have fun! 
 
 

Staffing News 
We have now completed our teaching appointments for 2015. Joining us next year is Miss  
Jessica Brunton who is a beginning teacher. We are thrilled to have Jessica on board and look 
forward to helping her grow as a teacher. Jessica is going to pop into school for morning tea  
later in the term to meet us all and for a further look around school.  
 
Classes for 2015 are still being juggled around. We can however, inform you where each  
teacher will be next year—see further on... 
 
The class lists will be out next week. As mentioned a few weeks back due to large numbers in 
the middle and junior school we will have to alter the make-up of most of our classes in order to 
fit everyone in! 



Room 1 New Entrant=Mrs Allcock (Deputy Principal) 
Room 4 Year 1=Mrs Thomsen 

Room 2 Year 2=Ms Johnson 
Room 3 Year 3=Miss Brunton 
Room 9 Year 4=Mrs King 

Room 5 Year 4&5=Mrs Barsanti 
Room 6 Year 5&6=Mr Neville 
Room 7 Year 6 & 7=Mr Bond 
Room 8 Year 7 & 8=Mrs Smith (Assistant Principal) 
 
End of Year Reporting and Assessments 
The teachers have completed their end of year assessments of the  
children. We report on each child against the National Standards for 
reading, writing and mathematics and provide an OTJ (Overall Teacher 
Judgement). An OTJ involves drawing on and applying the evidence 
gathered up to a particular point in time in order to make an overall  
judgment about a student’s progress and achievement. Overall teacher 
judgments of achievement and progress involve combining information 
from a variety of sources, using a range of approaches. Evidence may 
be gathered in the following three ways: 
 

Observing the process a student uses to completed a learning task. 
Conversing with the student to find out what they know, understand and can do. 
Gathering results from formal assessments, including standardised tools eg PAT tests 

We also provide a report to the Board of Trustees once the school wide data has been collated 
and analysed. This data is also submitted to the MOE. It is an ongoing cycle and schools are 
always looking to improve each year.  

We will be holding student led conferences (SLCs) on Wednesday 10 December. These will be 
similar to the mid year SLCs however the sun will be shining!  Children will present their portfolio 
to their parents and spend time discussing their progress and achievement. Teachers are there 
and make time to speak to each family over the 30 minute time slot. 

Property update…. 

•  Thank you to Chris Pound who has complete a plan for our current 
 school hall. The teachers are adding ideas which will be forwarded to the 
 Home  and School. We look forward to beginning to upgrade this building 
 asap. 
•  Thank you to Chris Marer from Total Roofing for replacing the  
 swimming pool roof on the weekend. The old and past it solar panels 
 have been removed and we’re currently obtaining quotes for a new solar 
 system. A new pool ladder has been installed - thank you Home and 
 School! 

•  The remote controlled PE shed door has been installed. This is a million  
 times better than the old wooden door whose key we were forever  
 losing!  Thank you again to the Home and School for funding this! 
•  Room 7 & 8 upgrade - the BOT and staff have reviewed and approved 
 the plans. This job  will be advertised on GETS (national tendering  
 website) in the holidays. 
•  New Hall - the BOT have approved the design and price submitted and a proposal is  
 being prepared for the MOE. We are crossing fingers that they approve this and we can 
 get underway asap. Stay tuned…. 
•  Holiday work – new vinyl for the senior boys and girls toilets, painting maintenance on 
 all buildings and roof, repaint the lines on the asphalt and concrete. 



Whakatauki/Proverbs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dates for your diary… 

• Otaki Forks Camp-Years 5-8 24-26 February. It’s a great camp!!! 
• Start Date for 2015 is 5 February. 
 
Letter from Otaki Library received after some Room 6 girls knitted poppies for the library. 
 
Dear Charlotte, Kate, Lani, Dayna, Hannah and Debra 
Thank you so much for the awesome knitted red poppies you have made. You are all very clev-
er and look like you have mastered the art of knitting poppies.  They look amazing and will be  
included in a field of 2721 red poppies displayed as part of the libraries’ ANZAC Day 2015  
Commemorations.  The photo above has been put on the library website http://
www.kapiticoastlibraries.govt.nz/WW100.php so we can share it and everyone can see your  
wonderful poppies. 
We now have a total of 1502 poppies.  Thank you once again, your contribution is much  
appreciated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kind regards 
Juana 
 
Last thoughts….    Are you a fake or real Xmas tree household? 
 
Nga Mihi nui 
 
Craig Vidulich 
Principal 



Star Students 

Room 1  Layla Rasmussen for working hard to learn letter sounds and starting to write on  
  her own. 
  Emily Cottle for involving herself more in class discussions and sharing her ideas. 
  Nuala Pearson for having a positive attitude towards her learning and giving  
  everything a go. 
 
Room 2 Savannah Satherley for working so hard and being a fantastic member of Room 
  2.  Thanks Savannah 
  Kiana Scrimgeour for working hard on comprehension of your reading and  
  including more detail in your writing. 
 
Room 3 Jack Bignell for wonderful work on his reading cards. 
  Leo Johnson and Kingsley Palmer for a wonderful effort with printing this week. 
 
Room 4 Toby Howes for great listening, recall of basic facts, and using full sentences to  
  answer his questions. 
  
Room 5 Room 5 for their fantastic work on their E portfolios! The finished projects are  

  almost done and can't wait for you to show case them on Wednesday. 

 

Room 6 To all the Yr 5’s for their efforts and independence.  

 

Room 8 Alex Bushe for his creative thinking and ability to keep us all amused. 
  Emilie Mourie for being a really great classmate, keeping up to date with her  
  work, and being able to multitask (talk and work!!) 
  Ande Hakaraia for being up to date on her work, being a really friendly person  
  and fun classmate. 

Enviro School 

This week we were all devastated to see that the Pukekos had 
destroyed some of our potatoes, so we were busy putting up 

barriers to stop them.  Head gardener this week is Nikita  
Allen, who is doing a great job with the watering this week.  
Thank you Nikita. 
On Friday 12th, the children will be picking their  
produce for pizzas and harvesting the potatoes to make chips.  
It will be a fun Friday lunch. 
 
Don’t forget the seeds—there are some left and we can  
always order you more if you would like. 
1 pack for $4.50 or 3 for $12.00.  Be in quick, they are selling 
fast.  Just pop into the School Office for a look. 



At the end of the week we will be sending home Smencil order forms. This school fundraiser is 
a great present idea, just in time for Christmas.   
Smencils are readily available in most high street gift shops or stationers, but we have an  
opportunity to sell them at a reduced price, as well as raise a small sum for the school. 
Smencils are highly scented pencils, made from re-cycled newspaper.  They come in a range of 
delicious flavours and we are selling packs of 5 or 10, plain or colours. 
The pack of 10 smencils come complete in a handy case. 
  
Prices are; pack of 5 coloured smencils $8.50 or packs of 10 for $19.00. 
 
An order box will be available in the school office for your orders.  A reminder will be sent out, 
but orders will close on Monday 8th December, in order to ensure they will arrive before school 
term ends. 
  
Thanks in advance for getting involved in this fund-raiser. 
Home and School Committee 
 

Home and School Christmas Picnic 5:30pm 12th December 2014  
Please mark this date, it is going to be fun with traditional picnic games, bubble mix for kids to 
play with, there will be raffles and BBQ’s available for anyone to use. 
There will be entertainment starting with the children who sang Carols at Coastlands, also the 
school band, Malted Milk and Steve Eliot. 
A special visitor is due to arrive at 6.00pm in the fire-truck.  See you there. 

From the Home and School 

Library Stocktake 

Thank you to everyone who have paid their school accounts, it is much appreciated.  
Please could all accounts be paid by Friday.  If this is not possible please call the 
School Office.  Please remember that the voluntary donation is just that, it is your 
choice to pay it or not.  All other amounts need to be paid please by Friday as this 
money is owed to the school as we have already paid out on your behalf.  

School Accounts 

All library books MUST BE BACK by Wednesday 10th December 
for stocktake on Thursday 12th please.  If your child has lost a  
library book please pay $10 to the School Office or put it in the 
clown’s mouth in an envelope with your child’s name and lost library 
book on it.  Please do not put deposit into the school account.  
Please note that $10 does not cover the complete cost of  
replacement, it is just a contribution. 

Sports Uniforms 

Please return all sports uniforms asap.  There will be a box in the School 
Office for your convenience  to drop these into.  These must be back  
before next Friday 12th December please. 



SWEETMANS 
MOBILE  
TUTORING 
SERVICE   
                    Anne Sweetman 

Individual Tuition for 5-14 yr olds 
All Basic Subjects 

FREE ASSESSMENT 
      027 449 9617 

Coming Events 

1—5 December Year 6 camp ‘City Experience’ 
1-4December Year 7 technology 
10 December Portfolios and Student Led Conferences 
12 December Bus monitor training 
   Home and School Christmas picnic 5:30pm 
16 December Parent morning tea 
17 December Year 1-4 Junior choir singing at Coastlands 11:00am 
   School  End of Year Prizegiving 6:00pm 
18 December Leavers dinner 
19 December End of term 4 12:30pm finish 
2015 
3 February  Teacher Only Day 
5 February  Start of Term 1 at 8:55am 
 



Community Notices 

 

SONGS ABOUT TRAINS CONCERT AT LOCO MINIATURE RAILWAY 
On Saturday 13 December Loco Miniature Railway, SH1, 2kms North of Ōtaki are hosting an outdoor concert 
“Songs About Trains” featuring the Andrew London Trio with special guest Neil Billington on harmonica. You can 
bring your own rug and picnic or order freshly cooked wood-fired pizzas. Tickets cost $20 per person and are  
available at Loco, Waitohu School and i-Site Ōtaki. Numbers are limited so book early. Gates will open 
at 5.00pm for a 5.30pm start. Housesitting needed: From Xmas Eve for 2-4 days, for a  couple and 2 children. If you have a house you would like looked after please call 06 3642243 or 0273747577 
 

BOOK LAUNCH - Mahara Gallery,  

Waikanae - 2pm - Sunday 7 December 

 

Kapiti families are invited to the launch 

of 'The Trees and Me' by local author 

Bianca Begovich 

 

Come and hear the story, join the  

activities and learn more about caring 

for our environment 

 
E OTAKI FAMILY W ATER SAFETY DAY  – Sunday, 
14

 
Decem ber 2014 from 10am -3pm 

• Learn together and keep your family watersafe 
this summer. 
  

• Experience boat safety, snorkelling, rescue 
and survival skills in Ō taki Pool. 

  

• Then to the beach with Ō taki Surf Lifesaving 
Club to learn about being safe in the sea. 

• BBQ lunch provided at the beach  

Registrations essential - Phone Ō taki Pool 06 
364 5542 ok. 

 
 

TUI QUIZ IS BACK!!! 
TE HORO FIRE STATION   

SATURDAY 6TH DEC 
7.30PM 

$15 PER PERSON INCLUDES GRUB AND A STUBBY 
TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM 

SCHOOL OFFICE, FIRE STATION 
LIMITED TICKETS GET IN QUICK 



Do you want to help your child be more successful with their reading comprehension?  Are you  

unsure how to do that, as you're not a teacher?  If you would like to learn how to understand how 

different texts work, and how to create great questions to ask your child as they are reading, then 

this course may be just what you're looking for.  "Help your child excel: Comprehension  

strategies that work!"  is aimed at parents and caregivers, to allow them to work alongside their 

child's teachers in enabling a better understanding of reading comprehension for their child.  It is an 

online course, that you take at your own pace, and you can ask questions of and have discussions 

with the tutor and other people who are learning the strategies for their own children.  It covers 

texts aimed at children from three years old and up through their school years.  Why not take a look 

and see if it would help your family?  https://www.udemy.com/help-your-child-excel-1/ 

Registrations for the programme will open on Monday  8th December. The actual Reading Programme will run from 
Monday 5th January until Friday 30th January with a special reward party being held in the first week of February. 
We have a Spy theme this year and have lots of great prizes and rewards! 
 Posters are attached. If you could include any information in your school newsletters – we would be most  
appreciative. Local librarians Carolyn, Angie, Dom and Martine will be in touch – they would love to come along to 
a school assembly and promote the libraries activities during the holidays. We want kids and young people to come 
into the library and enjoy our space and resources – it  can help with literacy, boredom and help prevent that  
summer reading slide! 
  
We are also looking for Volunteens – so if you know of any teenagers who would like to help with the programme 
and gain some work experience please ask them to get in touch! 
  

 
Pam Coleman 
Youth Services Coordinator 
Kaituitui Ratonga Taiohi 
 
Tel 04 2964 644 

OTAKI COLLEGE UNIFORM SALE DAYS 
The college office will be open for Uniform sales on the following dates: 

Monday 26th, Tuesday 27th,  Wednesday 28th  Thursday 29th Friday 30th January 2015 

                            9.00 – 3.00 pm 
Note: CLOSED FOR LUNCH EACH DAY 12.00 – 1.00 pm 

 

The office will resume normal office hours 8.30 – 3.30 pm on Monday 2 February 2015 

 

 

If parents are unable to purchase uniform during these times, the school office is open from  
8.30 until 2.30 pm for you to bring your child in for a fitting.  (Last day to do this is Thursday 11th December. )  
We encourage parents to purchase uniform before the rush in January.  Come in and get your child fitted and we can hold  
unpaid uniform until next year.  If uniform is purchased and your child has grown over the holidays we are happy to exchange 
it as long as the labels are kept on the garments. 
If you are a WINZ client, come in and get a quote to take back to WINZ. 

Family Christmas Zumba® Class 
 Where – Raumati South Memorial Hall 
 When – Sunday 14th Dec 2014 
 Time – 3pm – 3.45pm (doors open @ 2.45pm) 
Free event – bring a donation for the Kapiti food bank 
All ages welcome. Come and experience part of an adult’s class and a kid’s class in 45mins. 
Find us on Facebook – ZUMBA Fitness with Claire & Dot 
 -ZUMBA Fitness in Kapiti With Zelda 



 



Malted Milk have decided to have a bit of a warm-up for the silly season with an afternoon gig at the lovely  
Winemakers Daughter in Te Horo. The Winemakers Daughter is set amid the rambling countryside, once a vineyard 
and orchard, this venue is great place to sit out in the sun under the trees or in the conservatory under the draping 
of wisteria and bougainvillea, enjoy the delicious cooking by proprietor Mike Hyland and  sip on a latte or cold beer. 
Malted Milk would like to play a few new tunes and some of the more uptempo dancing ones for you, so wear your 
comfy shoes if you feel so inclined! 
 
Sunday 7th December, 4-6pm $10 at the door (and children free) rain or shine 
If you would like to book a table you can call Mike at the Venue: (06) 364 3664, maybe great opportunity to get a 
group together. 
 
Be great to see you and please spread the word 
Anje, Greg, Bruce and Richard 



 


