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Kia Ora Parents, Children and Whanau,
This is the final newsletter of the year and I wish to say a huge thank you to everyone who has
helped contribute to the ongoing success of Te Horo School this year. In my opinion I believe
that our school is a wonderful environment for children to grow and learn. We have great
children, passionate and professional staff and receive amazing support from our parents,
whanau and wider community.

To our awesome Home and School and BoT. Both groups contribute an enormous amount to
the successful running of our school and your continued support is much appreciated!
To all of the teaching and support staff. You are a great team to work alongside and your commitment to our children and enthusiasm for Te Horo School is inspiring!
To all students for your effort and energy this year. Enjoy your holidays and we look forward to
you bouncing back into school on February 5th 2016. Farewell to our leaving students, good
luck with the next stage of your journey!
Farewell Chrissy Adams
Chrissy Adams is finishing teaching at our school at the end of the year.
We all wish Chrissy the very best and thank her for all of the work she
has done at our school. I began teaching in 1994 at Kapiti School (along
with Mrs Rountree) and Chrissy was our senior teacher. It has been
wonderful to have known Chrissy for so long long and I thank her for her contribution to not only
our Te Horo children but the many others in her teaching career. Arohanui Chrissy.
Prizegiving
This is on tonight at 6pm. Can children please wear their uniform, school colours
or tidy dress. It is the final formal full school occasion for the year and we would
like as many children, parents, grandparents and whanau as possible to attend see you there!
SLCs
What a great turnout we had last week, and also we had a few conferences with families who
made other times. We had over 150 online booking which was fantastic.
As mentioned in last weeks newsletter we encourage your child to continue with some of the
‘basics’ over the holidays-call it pre season training! 15-20 minutes a couple of times a week will
be invaluable. Keep it low key and fun and your children will enjoy it.
The following link to the Ministry of Education website lists tons of practical ideas for parents to
help their kids with reading, writing and maths. Some examples are below…
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Maths
 When we are driving or walking, play Launchpad with me. Spot a number, then use it as
a launchpad for seeing how many combinations we can make using that number. For
example, there’s a 12 on a letterbox, that's 3x4, 2x6, 10+2, 100–88, half of 24 etc.
 Show me and talk with me about what the graphs and tables in our newspaper mean.
 Have a traditional games night at home where the whole family plays a board game like
Monopoly together.
 Help me practise the facts I’m trying to memorise at the moment - for example, forwards
and backwards from 100, the 7 times tables or doubling and halving numbers up to 20.
Reading and Writing





When the reading book I choose seems a bit hard, take turns at reading
it with me and talking about the story - for example, ask me things like:
What do you think will happen next? Do the characters remind you of
anyone you know?
Help me see that words can be organised in different ways on a page by
helping me read bus timetables, maps and recipes.
Tell me about a TV programme you liked when you were my age and
ask me to tell you what I like about the characters in my favourite TV
Programme.

http://assessment.tki.org.nz/Reporting-to-parents-whanau/Examples-and-templates/Howparents-and-whanau-can-help-at-home
Class Lists
These have been on display since last week. There has even been a few
changes with some children coming in and some leaving. We’ll put the
updated lists up on Friday. Unless we’ve spoken with you your child will be in
the same class as already posted. Thank you for your support and patience on
the classes. If your plans change over the summer break can you please email
me asap. Thank you.
Christmas Carols
Thanks for everyone who made it along on Friday night, it was a super night!
Thank you to the Home & School for arranging this relaxing evening - great
crowds as well!
Thank you to the Home and School who have recently purchased a new box of
classic Lego for each class to the value of $700 - yay!!!!
Swimming Pool
There are still some keys available so if you are wanting one for the summer break
pop into the School Office. $50 for the season. Room 8 went for a swim yesterday
and they had a ball.
Otaki Foodbank
Thank you for the donations which are coming in. We’ll take the box up on Friday which will be a
nice offering from Te horo School to the Otaki Foodbank.
School Accounts
There are still some outstanding accounts. Please can these be paid immediately. Thank you.
A reminder email/phone call has been made. School account number 12-3157-0122368-00.

Sports Uniforms
There are still sports uniforms out there somewhere. Please keep checking drawers over the
break, you never know. Will happily take them back next year. Thanks for your time, and many
thanks to the parents who have already returned uniforms. We appreciate this as it lessens our
work load considerably.
Baby pram cover
There was a babies pram cover left at the Carols. If it is yours please pick up from the School
Office.
Winkey Photos
Anje has done an amazing job on the school photos this year even with the weather against her.
If you haven’t put your order in please do so before tomorrow. Class photos are in the School
Office for viewing and ordering. Next year Anje is hoping to shoot photos in the Autumn, as the
weather is more settled and not such a rush at the end of the year.
Library Books
Please please look at home. There are still 91 library books outstanding. Please conduct a
search at home. If your child has an overdue book they will be given an overdue book slip
today. We have completed a stocktake of the library and searched the classrooms so we know
these books aren’t here. If you can’t find the book/s issued to your child please pay $10 to the
School Office before Friday. Many thanks.
Thought…..

Last thoughts….
 Enjoy a long summer- swimming, bbqs, a few quiet drinks, beach cricket, reading in the
sun and spending time with family and friends!


See you back at Te Horo School for day one - Friday February 5 2016

Nga mihi nui
Craig Vidulich
Principal

From the Board of Trustees
Kia Ora,
Christmas greetings from the Board of Trustees. We met on Monday night for the final time this
year. It has been another successful and exciting year at Te Horo School. Thank you to
everyone who has helped to make Te Horo School a great place for our children to attend.
We’re thrilled to be underway with the multi purpose hall which is progressing well. The
concrete foundation has been laid and steel for the structure has arrived and will be erected for
the frames. It is great to finally have this project up and running!
Nicki Allcock and Lauren Smith presented the school wide assessment data at the meeting.
Overall the majority of our students continue to achieve well against the National Standards
(NS) for reading, writing and maths. There has also been encouraging results with our Maori
children which is pleasing to see. School wide data for 2015 is below.
Writing=78% at or above the NS
Reading=82% at or above the NS
Maths=83% at or above the NS
Student achievement is a key goal for the BOT and we will be continuing to support the
teachers next year to continue to ensure all of our students progress with their learning.
The THS Charter has been drafted and will be submitted to the MOE in March next year. The
charter is another key aspect of the governance role of the BOT which we review each year to
plan new strategic goals and align with the budget. There are 3 sections to the charter:
 Introductory - mission, values, who we are etc
 Strategic section - strategic goals for the next 3-5 years
 Annual section - targets and aims, usually aligned to the National Standards.
We have recently received notification that we are due for the next instalment of property
money. This is called the 5YA (5 Year Agreement) which schools receive every 5 years. The
recent upgrade to Rooms 7 & 8 completed the current 5YA cycle. Early next year we will be
prioritising capital projects for the next 5 years. We are pleased that we have had a large
increase to our 5YA budget due to a top up from previous years. We will have $436,431 in the
new budget which is almost $200,000 more than the previous amount. This 5 year cycle begins
July 1 2016.
At our first meeting in the new school year (February) we’ll be completing a Review of Effective
Governance, looking at the new Health and Safety Guidelines which are being introduced,
finalising the budget and staffing for 2016 and completing the charter with the 2016 annual
section.
Finally at the end of our meeting Marc Simpson resigned from the Board. Marc has been on the
Board for over 3 years and has had a significant role in all aspects of the Board decisions and
strategies. Marc has helped out with the property work and has been on the multi purpose hall
sub committee. Thank you Marc for your contribution to the Board during your time as a
member. We will make a decision at the February meeting on whether to fill Marc’s place or wait
until the Trustee Elections in May.
Have a Merry Christmas everyone, see you next year.

Coming Events
December 17th
December 18th

Leavers’ dinner
Term 4 ends at 12:30pm

2016
February 5th
March 9th
April 6th
April 15th
May 2nd
May 11th
July 8th
July 25th
September 14-16
September 23rd
October 10th
December 20th

Start of term 1
Term 1 show ‘The Fairest of them All’
Mana ‘The Spirit of Polynesia’
Term 1 ends
Start of term 2
WALA ‘The Spirit of Ahana’
Term 2 ends
Start of term 3
Yr 8 Ski camp
Term 3 ends
Start of term 4
Term 4 ends 12:30pm

Dental Therapists
Dental therapists will be back the first two weeks of term 1 2016 to catch the newbies and do
any unfinished work.

Sponsors

Pony Tales Waikanae:
Indoor riding school for children, offering riding lessons, school holiday programmes and catered pony parties, "lot's of
fun for your budding equestrian". Our $25 introductory private lessons make a great gift.
Contact Jackie Gilmore Ph: 042938161 or email jacksgilmore@gmail.com

SWEETMANS
MOBILE
TUTORING
SERVICE

Anne Sweetman

Individual Tuition for 5-14 yr olds
All Basic Subjects

FREE ASSESSMENT
027 449 9617

KIDZOWN AFTER SCHOOL
CARE:
After School Care available from 3pm7pm in the Te Horo School Hall. For enrolment information visit our website
www.kidzown.co.nz and enrol online or
contact us on 0800 543 9696.
Prices start from $17.00 per day, casual
and permanent bookings
welcome.

Community Notices
Free Ducklings to a good home with a pond!
Indian runner ducklings
Our Indian Runner Ducks (Jemima Puddleduck) have managed to hide their nests from us and are sitting on eggs, the
success rate is never guaranteed but should we have ducklings in January we will be looking for homes for them.
Ducks need access to water and are happier in groups of 2 or more. They are wonderful slug and snail eaters and don’t
scratch the ground like chickens do.
If you are interested please e-mail stephwedge@clear.net.nz

