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Kia Ora Parents, children and whanau, 
 

New Students 

A very warm welcome to Victoria Haines (Michaela and Olivia’s  
sister) who started in Room 1 last week. A warm welcome to New 
Zealand and Te Horo School  to Mignon (Room 8) and Dylan  
Ferreira (Room 3) who have just moved from South Africa. It is 
wonderful to have you all join our school! 
 

Athletics Day 

We had a super day last week and once again the weather was 
perfect. These whole school days where all children participate are  
a feature of our school. Parents and whanau wander about the school cheering on their children 
which creates a great feel and buzz around the school. Congratulations to all children for your 
performances, we were impressed by your effort.  The year group champions are below.  
Congratulations also to Hautere (Blue) house who were the overall club house winners. 
 
Year 0/1 Abigail Buller Thomas Lord 
Year 2  Elsie O’Sullivan Christian Gerrard 
Year 3  Chloe Buller  Adam Campbell-Day 
Year 4  Kenzie McPhee Blake Rasmussen 
Year 5  Neve Jarnell  Ollie Parkinson 
Year 6  Becky Bowman Nathan Sparrow 
Year 7  Bria FitzGerald Dayton Hakaraia 
Year 8  Kate Allan  Jayme Westerby 

 

The day concluded with the sprint finals and the exciting 
relays. Thank you to all of the adults who joined in for the 
‘feature race’ (adults vs the kids) - great fun! 
 

A huge thank you to Mr Bond who coordinated the day.  Mr Bond has had a busy few weeks 
sorting out the hockey and netball teams/coaches as well as the athletics - thank you! 
 

We sent a strong team of 40 children to the Otaki Inter School at the Domain yesterday. Thank 
you to everyone who again came along to support our children. It was a successful day and 
once again our children all performed exceptionally well. The final results have yet to be sent 
through. We will publish these when they come to hand. 
 

Kiwibots 

Over the last few months we have been investigating robotics. It has been 
exciting learning for us and we have found out about coding (computer  
programming) as well as the various robotic platforms available. 
 

Last Saturday Mr Neville and I attended a  ‘kiwibots’ robotic competition at 
Feilding. Kiwibots are sponsored by several big names including  Massey  



University, Fisher & Paykel Healthcare, Vodafone and the Lion Foundation. Kiwibots have an 
easy to use curriculum and mix computer science with engineering as well as regular 
competitions. 
 

After viewing the competition, talking to the organiser and  children  we are ready to purchase 
sets to begin the programme. This will initially be offered in our Year 7 & 8 technology  
programme however we expect that it will evolve into other areas of the school. We are very  
excited about this new learning for our children. Click on the following link https://
www.kiwibots.co.nz/ or google ‘kiwibots.  Click on the ‘vex’ robot at the top left of the page. This 
will take you to a short video which is pretty cool! 
 

Music Programme - Years 4-8 

Information for this was emailed as well as a notification on our App this week. Please make 
these selections by Friday.  All queries to Mrs Barsanti please on ybarsanti@th.school.nz 
 

Maths Reading - Parent Tips Handout 

Our staff subscribe to Professor Jo Boaler, from Stanford University (USA),  regular email 
updates. A recent post is titled Advice for Parents. Read below 

 

Do you remember how excited your children were about maths* when they were young? How 
they were excited by patterns in nature? How they rearranged a set of objects and found, with 
delight, that they had the same number? Before children start school they often talk about maths 
with curiosity and wonder, but soon after they start school many children decide that maths is 
confusing and scary and they are not a “math person”. This is because maths in many schools 
is all about procedures, memorization and deciding which children can and which cannot. Maths 
has become a performance subject and students of all ages are more likely to tell you that 
maths is all about answering questions correctly than tell you about the beauty of the subject or 
the way it piques their interest. 
 

Given the performance and test-driven culture of our schools, with over-packed curriculum and 
stressed out students, what can parents do to transform maths for their children? Here are some 
steps to take: 

1. Encourage children to play maths puzzles and games. Award winning mathematician, 
 Sarah Flannery reported that her maths achievement and enthusiasm came not from 
 school but from the puzzles she was given to solve at home. Puzzles and games –       
 anything with a dice really – will help kids enjoy maths, and develop number sense, which 
 is critically important. 
2. Always be encouraging and never tell kids they are wrong when they are working 
 on maths problems. Instead find the logic in their thinking – there is always some logic 
 to what they say. For example if your child multiplies 3 by 4 and gets 7, say – Oh I see 
 what you are thinking, you are using what you know about addition to add 3 and 4, when 
 we multiply we have 4 groups of 3… 
3. Never associate maths with speed. It is not important to work quickly, and we now 
 know that forcing kids to work quickly on maths is the best way to start maths anxiety for 
 children, especially girls. Don’t use flashcards or other speed drills. Instead use visual  
 activities such as  https://bhi61nm2cr3mkdgk1dtaov18-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-  
      content/uploads/2015/03/FluencyWithoutFear-2015.pdf 

 
1. Never share with your children the idea that you were bad at maths at school or you 

 dislike it – especially if you are a mother. Researchers found that as soon as mothers 
 shared that idea with their daughters, their daughter’s achievement went down. 

2. Encourage number sense. What separates high and low achievers is number sense – 
 having an idea of the size of numbers and being able to separate and combine numbers 
 flexibly. For example, when working out 29 + 56, if you take one from the 56 and make it 
 30 + 55, it is much easier to work out. The flexibility to work with numbers in this way is 
 what is called number sense and it is very important. 

https://www.kiwibots.co.nz/
https://www.kiwibots.co.nz/
https://bhi61nm2cr3mkdgk1dtaov18-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/FluencyWithoutFear-2015.pdf
https://bhi61nm2cr3mkdgk1dtaov18-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/FluencyWithoutFear-2015.pdf


3. Perhaps most important of all – encourage a “growth mindset” let students know that 
 they have unlimited maths potential and that being good at maths is all about working 
 hard. When children have a growth mindset, they do well with challenges and do better in 
 school overall. When children have a fixed mindset and they encounter difficult work, they 
 often conclude that they are not “a math person”. One way in which parents encourage a 
 fixed mindset is by telling their children they are “smart” when they do something well. 
 That seems like a nice thing to do, but it sets children up for difficulties later, as when kids 
 fail at something they will inevitably conclude that they aren’t smart after all. Instead use 
 growth praise such as “it is great that you have learned that”, “I really like your    
 thinking about that”. When they tell you something is hard for them, or they have made a 
 mistake, tell them: “That’s wonderful, your brain is growing!” 
 

Principal Sabbatical/Acting Principal and Room 1-Term 2 

A reminder that I will be away for all of term 2 completing a principal sabbatical. I’m 
investigating to see if teaching growth mindset can accelerate learning. In my  
absence Nicki Allcock will be the Acting Principal for the term. Mrs Haines will be 
relieving in Room 1 Monday to Wednesday in Nicki’s absence. 
 

For ALL principal inquiries please contact Nicki in the usual way via email: 
nallcock@th.school.nz or phone the School Office 364 3071. 
 

School uniforms 
Second hand uniforms for sale….come and have a look in the School Office.  
There is an assortment of items, skorts, polo shirts, fleeces, even a school  
jacket. POA. 
Also a reminder that ANZAC service is coming up in term 2, so if you are  
needing to replace or purchase new polo tops etc now is the time to do this.  
There is plenty of stock in.  We also have school jackets in stock from sizes 8-
14.   
 

School App 

Thank you to everyone who has signed up with our new App. We have 98 users. To download 
please go to the play store on your phone search School Apps then search for Te Horo 
School. Remember to select the options which are relevant for your family eg classroom,  
hockey, netball, bus etc. 
 
School Gardening Group 

Unfortunately the lovely Tracey can no longer be involved in 
the gardening group due to work commitments, so we are in 
need of two parent helpers to assist with our school  
gardening group.  This  
involves teaching  
children about growing 
vegetables etc, working 
alongside them with 
planting and weeding.  
The group now meets 
on a Friday but this can 

be changed.  
Thank you so much Tracey for all your hard work, you have 
been an amazing member of the team and you will be 
missed.  We would love you to visit if you had any free 
time. 
 

 



Te Horo School Flag Competition 

At the moment we have almost completed the first stage of our school flag competition.  The 
flag designs from all the classes have been gathered in and judged and the final 40 have been 
chosen by the judging panel.  The panel is made up of 2 children from every class and the 
prime minister and her deputy.  Today the final 5 will be selected and announced, and these will 
go to the whole school for voting next week.  When the final flag design is chosen it will go into a 
competition with our former school flag designed by Katrina Thomson in 2008.   Hopefully the 
school will not mirror the national flag debate and decide on no change. 
 
Thought…. 

 

Last thoughts…. 
“Lydia, Lydia, Lydia,...oi oi oi!” 

 

Nga mih nui 
Craig Vidulich 
Principal 

Mid term Trustee Elections are coming up in May.  
Are you interested in joining the Board?  A parents guide book is available in the school office. 
This is a good read.  Additional information can be found on the trustee election website  
http://www.trustee-election.co.nz/ or you can contact the Chairperson, Paula Cull on 
bot.chair@th.school.nz or Craig in the office. There will be 4 parent representative position 
available. Get on ‘Board’! 
 
The timeframe is as follows: 
 
Close main roll noon on Wednesday 4 May 
Call for nominations sent out by Friday 6 May 
Close supplementary roll noon on Wednesday 18 May 
Nominations close noon on Friday 20 May 
Voting papers sent on Wednesday 25 May 
Election day closes at noon on Friday 3 June 
Count votes on Thursday 9 June 
Bard takes office on Friday 10 June 
 
Prior to Friday 6 May nomination forms will be mailed to all eligible voters with a return  
addressed envelope that must be received by the Returning Officer (Mrs Neville) no later than 
noon on Friday 20 May.   
 
Board of Trustees, Te Horo School 

Board of Trustees News 

 

http://www.trustee-election.co.nz/


Room 1  Eleaizar Joe for showing a positive attitude towards her learning and persevering 
  with tricky tasks. 
  Chase Preston for working hard to learn to write his name correctly and learn all  
  of the letter sounds. 
  Avana Diamond for using excellent thinking skills in her learning. 
 
Room 2 Elsie O’Sullivan for always being ready for work and trying hard all the time. 
  Libby Crewther for always being ready for work and trying hard all the time. 
  Maddox Preston for trying very hard with his reading and writing. 
  Charlie Heazelwood for trying very hard with his reading and writing. 
 
Room 3 Jessica Grieve for being a wonderful helper in the classroom. You are a great  
  member of Room 3. Keep up the great work Jessica!  
  Adam Campbell-Day for his wonderful attitude to learning. You always give  
  everything 100% and you are  always focused on your work. Well done Adam! 
 
Room 4 Hunter Crighton for putting lots of effort into his reading at home and at   
  school.  He is showing great persistence and perseverance.  Keep it up Hunter! 
  Ash Harker for his positive attitude to learning and always giving his best  
  effort.  Great work Ash! 
 
Room 5 Freddy Sayer for the contribution he makes to the class with his knowledge of  
  words and their meanings, and his flair for writing.  For giving his very best to his  
  class work 
  Frankie Elliot for giving all the events at our athletics day her very best and  
  performing so well for her club especially in the club relay.  
 
Room 6 Aneke Waechter, Stephanie Crewther and Hayley Boyer for their positive  
  attitude to school and their learning and willingness to improve themselves. 
 
Room 7 Shea Lenaghan for your great attitude towards learning, your willingness to give  
  things a go and learn through making mistakes and for your 
  contributions to class discussions. Keep up the great effort Shea  
 
Room 8 Ciaran Rountree for the effort and focus being put into his learning.  For having a 
  positive approach, persevering with tasks and being a fun and friendly member of 
  the class. 
  Donald Hall for always being a friendly and positive member of our class, who  
  tries his best with learning and is really pushing himself to do well. 
  Taylen Smart for having such a friendly and approachable manner in our class  
  and always being easy to work with, and for focusing on his learning. 
  Josie Brown for a determined approach to learning and being kind, helpful and  
  friendly to others in the class and school. 
 
 



Sponsors 

Pony Tales Waikanae: 
Indoor riding school for children, offering riding lessons, school holiday programmes and catered pony parties, "lot's of 
fun for your budding equestrian". Our $25 introductory private lessons make a great gift. 
Contact Jackie Gilmore Ph: 042938161 or email jacksgilmore@gmail.com 

SWEETMANS 
MOBILE  
TUTORING 
SERVICE   
                    Anne Sweetman 

Individual Tuition for 5-14 yr olds 
All Basic Subjects 

FREE ASSESSMENT 
      027 449 9617 

FUN ZOWN AFTER SCHOOL 

CARE:  
After School Care available from 3pm-

7pm in the Te Horo School Hall.  For  

enrolment information visit our website 

www.funzone.co.nz and enrol online or 

contact us on 0800 543 9696 or email on 

info@funzone.co.nz 

 

 

mailto:jacksgilmore@gmail.com
http://www.kidzown.co.nz


It is nearly time to start thinking about Paddy’s Mart, our big fundraiser.  This is held around 
September so watch this space. 
 
Please can we make a request for jam jars.  If you able to help out please pop them into the 
School Office by next week. 
 
Thanking you in anticipation. 
 
Sam Palmer 
Chairperson Home and School. 

From the Home and School 

Students Achievements 

Ethan Mackay swam two miles (96 lengths) in the distance 
swim at Waikane swim club a fortnight ago. 

Ethan Mackay, Ciaran Rountree, Michael Leckie and  
Teegin Ravenwood got selected for the Kapiti  U13 Boys  
hockey team. Quinn Straker, Kate Allan, Josie Brown and 
Bria FitzGerald got selected for the Kapiti U13 Girls hockey 
team. 
Congratulations!! 



Community Notices 

For Sale: size 4 girls Te Horo hoodie, t shirt and Skorts for sale $30 for the lot.  
Contact details Michelle 0275146946 

Otaki Athletics Prize Giving at Otaki Domain, Rahui clubrooms, Monday 4th April 5.30pm - 7pm. 
All athletes and family  

For Rent: 

Three bedroomed house, Otaki Beach.  Recently renovated small lounge but open plan with 

kitchen.  Sunny with good decks and large shed.  Phone Debbie on 0211572102 



NumberWorks’nWords Holiday Course - Boost your child’s confidence and education with NumberWorks'nWords 
specialist tuition now during the school holidays as well!  We provide individualised instruction in maths and English for 
students who are struggling to keep up and those bursting to race ahead.  Phone now for an assessment and  
introductory lesson. 
Phone Lizette at 9026655 or visit www.numberworksnwords.co.nz for more information.  

Dance Workshop : Jazz, contemporary and hip hop. 
Wednesday 20th April 9 - 3pm 
Please book with Michelle on 293 7784. 
 
Theatreworks : Blood Brothers 
2nd week of school holiday (Tues - Fri) 
Ages 7 upwards with an interest in drama and singing. 
Places available book on 021 255 6156 

Learn French during the holidays with our fun and  
interactive French School Holiday Programme for all 
children aged 5 to 15 years old. Cooking, arts, crafts, 
and lots more. For more information, call 06 560 
0749 or email  info@french.org.nz or  
visitwww.french.org.nz 

Book now for April Farm Club 

Farm Club is starting again these school holidays at the Kapiti Equestrian & Vaulting Centre in Waikanae. 

Kids will ride horses, try vaulting, learn circus skills, learn about animal care, go on walks, swims or picnics, do crafts, and 

have heaps of fun. 

A school holiday programme for all girls and boys between 7-12 years. 

Monday to Friday, 18 - 29 April 2016 

Weekdays: 9.00am - 3.00pm 

$45.00 per day  

(book for a day, or for a whole week!) 

5 to 7 year olds are welcome every Tuesday and Fridays 

9.00 am - 12.00pm for only $25 

 Book now: 04 902 6108 or email vaulting@kapitiequestrian.com 

Kapiti Coast Hockey Club – Junior Holiday Events - see www.juniorhockey.org.nz 

1.       Fun-day Mixed 6-aside Tournament – Saturday 16 April 2016 (0830 – 1230 approx) 
Kapiti Junior Hockey are doing it again this year as a fun way to start the holiday and the 2016 junior hockey  
season. Create teams for year 5-6 and 7-8 players for quick fire round robin games. $5 per player. You can  
register a team or come along as an individual and we can sort you into a team. No experience needed and no  
commitment to the full season expected. Mouth guards and shin pads must be worn. 

2.       Holiday Hockey Programme – Wednesday 20 & Thursday 21 April 2016 (0900 – 1500 both days) 
Kapiti Junior Hockey, with support of local coaches is running a  Holiday Hockey Programme at the Kapiti Sports 
Turf. This programme will be a mix of skill development sessions and various fun forms of games. Cost $25 per 
child per day. Bring your own food and drink. Please register your interest and contact details by e-
mailing juniors@kapitihockey.org.nz 

Mike Ward  Junior Convenor  Mob: 027 311 0183  Email: mikeward.sew@gmail.com   

http://www.numberworksnwords.com/
tel:06%20560%200749
tel:06%20560%200749
mailto:info@french.org.nz
http://www.french.org.nz/
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http://www.juniorhockey.org.nz/
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mailto:mikeward.sew@gmail.com


TE HORO SCHOOL AFTER SCHOOL CARE: After School Care from 3:00pm to 7:00pm at Te Horo School.  For more 
information go to www.funzone.co.nz, call 0800 543 9696 or email to info@funzone.co.nz. 

Looking for something FUN & 
EXCITING for your children to do 

during the upcoming school holidays?  
Look no further!! 

 
Fun Zone provides a positive, fun, safe 
and caring environment with a broad 

variety of age appropriate, action 
packed, child focused activities. 

 
 
 

Monday 18
th
 Apr – Friday 29

th
 Apr 

‘16 

    

 

   VENUE∞ 
Kapanui School 

Rimu Road 
Waikanae 

 

∞See schedule for additional excursion locations 
and times. 

 

HOLIDAY PROGRAM HOURS 
Holiday Program 7:30am - 6:00pm:  Daily 
Rate refer below.  Daily discounts is on a per 

week basis. 
 

HOLIDAY PROGRAM DAILY PRICE 
(Over the Holiday’s) 

5+Days booked- $41.00 per day  
4 Days Booked - $42.00 per day  
3 Days Booked - $45.00 per day  
2 Days Booked  - $46.50 per day 
1 Day Booked - $51.00 

2-5 day rates is spread over the whole school holiday 
period.  

 

LARGER FAMILY DISCOUNT 
If you have three kids or more in your 

immediate family who all want to attend 
our Programmes, then you qualify for our 

Discounted Rate of only $35.00 per child per 
day (saving over 25%, multiple day 

discount does not apply). 
 

BONUS FOR EARLY ENROLMENT 
DISCOUNT 

If you can help our administration team by 
getting your enrolment forms to us “at least 
5 working days before” program starts, we 
will thank you with a BONUS 5% discount. 

 

ENROLMENT FEE 
(First time enrolment only) $5.00 per child 

or one off of $12.50 for 3+ children. 
 

CYF APPROVED 
All Fun Zone Programme’s are CYF 

approved so WINZ childcare fee subsidies 
are available.   

 

HOW TO ENROL 
You can either: 
 Enrol Online at www.FunZone.co.nz, 
 Collect an Enrolment Form from one of 

our After School Care Programme’s, 
 Request an enrolment via email to:  

info@FunZone.co.nz or 
 Contact our team on 0800 543 9696 
 

    
You can also find all information about Fun Zone 
and an abridged Policies & Procedures from our 

Website 
 

www.FunZone.co.nz 

http://www.kidzown.co.nz/
mailto:info@funzone.co.nz


Massey University Study - Pesticide exposure and brain function in children 
Earlier this year you were sent a letter inviting you and your child to take part in an important health  

research study looking at whether exposure to pesticides has an effect on brain development and  

behaviour, as has previously been shown in overseas studies. These effects have been found in farmers 

and farm workers, but children may also be at risk due to the use of pesticides at home, or in parks and 

other green spaces, and to a lesser extent, through the food supply. The study seeks to recruit 900  

children aged 5-11. So far, the researchers have had an enthusiastic response from a few parents at Te 

Horo School, but they have not yet heard from the majority of parents. It is really important for the 

study that they get as many participants as possible so, if possible, we would ask you to return the 

form in the pre-paid envelope provided to indicate whether you would like to take part or whether you 

decline to take part, if you haven’t done so already. If you want more information or need to contact the 

researchers, then please e-mail or call Jean Feary Mckenzie at a.j.fearymckenzie@massey.ac.nz or 0800 

990 053. 

U13 Girls Basketball 
EVERYONE is welcome. 
Angelo Robinson 
Kapiti Basketball Association 
Hoop Club Kapiti 
Ph 04 9040142 
Cell 021 1651819 
Email ar.rimutaka@paradise.net.nz 
Website www.kba.co.nz 

Waikanae Kindy Car Boot Sale is NEXT WEEK on Saturday 9 April, 8am-12pm, in the Russell Reserve,  

Waikanae.  

Sausage sizzle, cake stall, coffee cart, PLUS bouncy castle to keep the kids entertained. 

This is a great chance to de-clutter and make some extra dosh, or come along and grab a bargain! 
$20 pitch. Info and bookings: kindycarboot@gmail.com 
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