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Kia ora parents, children and whanau, 
 

New Students 

A very warm welcome to Connor (Room 5) and Emma (Room 4) 
Bailey who started at our school on Monday. It is great to have 
you and your family join our school! 
 

Olympic Day 

Yesterday we held a fun Olympic day at school.  We mixed 
up the school and all children enjoyed fun physical activity 
whilst celebrating the Olympic values of friendship and  
respect.  It was great to see so many children dressed in  
country colours and costumes!  Our senior student  
Sian Bignell ran in with a torch and then the school split 
into groups for crazy sports.  
Activities were. .. obstacle course, pass the 
sand, crab walking races, inside outside boat 
race, dress up relay, water bucket relay, blind-

folded leapfrog, crouch - set ï engage, ball relay, thread the nee-
dle (hula hoop passed along teams - relay). 

 

The children are certainly enjoying the Olympic games coverage. The internet has been great 
for streaming live some of the sports and it was great cheering on the kiwis! 
 

Netsafe Seminar 

Thank you to those who attended last night's session. The internet has 
transformed our lives and is an amazing tool for learning, being creative, 
connecting and collaborating with others etc. However, there are of 
course downsides, such as cyber bullying, scams, pornography,  
and violence.  In reality our children will come across such things as they 
use the internet.  The message for us as parents and educators is to  
ensure we support our children so they can be safe and active users of 
the internet and technology.   

Some of the key messages were... 

¶ Be involved in your childôs use of technology and the internet. 

¶ Monitor how your children uses technology. Place rules (as we do with other things as 
 parents) eg no technology in the bedrooms at night, limit time etc. 

¶ Talk to your children about how to use the internet safely eg not to pass on personal  
 information, consider what to post, ask others for permission before posting, how to 
 cope with peer pressure, what to do if they view or hear inappropriate material etc. The 
 message is KEEP TALKING, KEEP TALKING, KEEP TALKING é. 

¶ What are we (adults) modelling with our own internet/technology use? Food for thoughté 
 

Student Led Conferences and Portfolio Survey 

We are gathering feedback on how we report to families and have prepared the following online 
survey. We'd really appreciate you taking 5 minutes to complete this for us. Here is the link  



which will also be emailed to you separately. The survey will be open for 1 week. 

Thank you in anticipation! 
 

https://docs.google.com/a/th.school.nz/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeSUtXyE0OvW-
fChKKzFu_AewLOxbQH9xR-NcqbzHPIkJG4QQ/viewform 

Bandquest 

This afternoon our senior band , The Vibes, are performing in Lower Hutt 
at Bandquest along with many other schools in the greater Wellington  
region. It's always a really fun evening and fantastic to see the young  
musicians strutting their talents on  the big stage. 
 

The band have been practising a lot in recent weeks including several pop up concerts at school 
during lunchtimes. Good luck guys, rock the house down!!! 
 

Thank you once again to the wonderful Anje Glindemann and Richard Guerin who have put a 
huge amount of time into our school bands. Their support and encouragement is greatly  
appreciated!!! 
 

Room 3 Chinese Day 

ñNi haoòé.Room 3 spent the day at Kapanui School todday as part of the  
Mandarin programme which they are involved in. They experienced martial arts,  
dancing, calligraphy and a tea ceremony - what a great fun day!!! 
 
 

Hall Openingéé 

Get ready to break out the  
champagne, it is very likely that the 
opening and blessing to our hall will 
be next Thursday (25 August) 
morning at  10:15.  This will be 
confirmed as soon as we hear from 
council.  This has been 3 years in 
the making and we canôt wait to cut 
the ribbon, sing a few songs and 

meet as a school inside the ócoolest school hall in all of New Zealandô. Please join us for this 
exciting ceremony.  An overview of how the opening will run will be sent out early next week.  
We canôt wait and hope that youôll join us!!!! 
 

World Vision 
An email has been sent out to all those children who have not returned their pledged World  
Vision Money.  Please could all pledged monies be sent to the School Office no later than this 
Friday19th August.  Thanking you in anticipation. 
 
Whakatauki/Proverb 
 

The next whakatauki weôre going to learn is 

Ahakoa he iti he pounamu 

Although it is small, it is greenstone/precious 

This is a humble way to deliver a small gift. The word pounamu stands as a metaphor for  
something precious or a treasure from the heart. Sometimes such a simple act as thanking 
somebody, sending others a text/message of good luck/ thinking of you or welcoming a new 
child/family to our school might fit into this meaning. 
 
Last thoughtsé 

¶ The Olympics - don't you love it! Go the Black Sticks, can they make history???? 

Craig Vidulich  
(Principal) 
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