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Kia ora Parents, Children and Whanau, 
 

There’s something magic about Te Horo School every year during 
spring time.  
Our magnificent kowhai tree with it’s brilliant yellow flowers is such 
a feature of the playground. It’s full of tui who ‘grab a feed’ before 
flashing off to another tree, often chasing each other!   
During break times the children, like lambs, are bouncing around 
the playground doing what kids do so well…..PLAYING!! 
 

Play is such an important aspect of childhood. Negotiating rules 
(sometimes even arguing!), creating games, taking turns, talking (oral language), running,  
jumping, skipping, handstanding, hitting balls/swinging, throwing, balancing, falling over..getting 
a bit hurt...getting up and carrying on, scootering, biking, trading pokemon, climbing trees,  
chasing, not to mention taking a lamb for a walk or hanging out in the calf paddock, these are 
just some of the wonderful activities taking place. Childhood is such a precious time and as we 
adults know goes by in a flash. Several of our core values come to the fore during our break 
times. These are what we want our children to develop through play; 

 Self belief 

 Responsibility and independence 

 Ability to have fun and 

 Be good citizens 
 

Maths Professional Development and Parent Evening 

This year we have been taking part in some exciting new learning about how to teach maths 
with Dinah and Don Harvey from Advisers Plus Limited. What does an effective maths  
programme look like? It is very different from how we were taught at school and focuses on 
challenging the children so that they are able to apply mathematical concepts, learning to use 
their knowledge in meaningful and practical ways. This empowers the children to feel like  
successful mathematicians, aiming to change the mindset of those who say "I'm no good at 
maths."  Gone are the days of rote learning and writing out pages of sums like many of us had 
to do when we were at school. 
 

A reminder that Dinah is holding a parent evening tonight in Room 7 from 6:30 - 
8:00. This is a valuable information session and will focus on how we are now 
teaching maths at school and how you can help your child at home. Like the junior 
reading evening earlier in the year we would love to see lots of people there. Thank 
you! 
 

If you cannot make the meeting and would like to read an interesting article from Stanford  
University Professor Jo Boaler. In short the article discusses “the dangers of memorisation  
approaches in maths. OECD / PISA data was analyzed from 13 million students worldwide. 
They found that students who take a memorisation approach are the lowest achieving students 
in the world. The article also shares brain science showing that adults who were taught maths 
facts through memorisation did not learn as well as those taught through learning number  
strategies. Math facts are important, but they do not have to be learned through ‘blind  
memorisation”. When students develop number sense and number flexibility they build the  



most important foundation for all higher levels of mathematics. 
 

https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/why-math-education-in-the-u-s-doesn-t-add-up/ 

Kapiti kids Motivation Trust 

Yesterday we hosted several schools who brought along 
their keen art kids to work with local artist Matt Gauldie and 
Picton based artist Rebekah Codlin. The children  
completed individual portraits on a small tile which will be 
collated with almost 100 kids across our schools. From this 
point Matt and Rebekah will design a large ‘toast’ portrait 
of Sir Peter Jackson. We’ll keep you in the loop with how it 
goes. 
 

 

SLCs/Interviews/Portfolios-Survey 

Last term we asked for feedback on how we report to parents, particularly with regard to Student 
Led Conferences vs traditional interviews and E-portfolios (year 4 and above) vs paper  
portfolios. As reported last term the feedback received was very useful and will guide our  
planning for 2017. Whilst some people are happy with the status quo others would like us to 
make some changes, others indicated that they would like a mixture of both. 
 

As a result of reviewing the information we will be taking on board the feedback and adapting 
things for 2017. We have a staff meeting planned for later in the term to confirm exactly how this 
will look, however we will be offering interviews as well as SLCs next year and will also be 
providing a choice for e-portfolios and paper portfolios. As we have already 
planned for this year and the system is underway, we’ll continue with how 
things are for the remainder of the year. This will mean that portfolios and  
e-portfolios will go home at the end of the term and we’ll be holding SLCs. A 
reminder that if you ever wish to meet with teachers, have a concern or a  
query please make contact with them and book a time. Our doors are always 
open! 
 

Plans for 2016 

If your child is not returning to Te Horo School next year can you please let us know. The sooner 
we know the easier making up classes for 2017 will be. Thank you. 
 
Caretaker Position 

Andy Cooper, our awesome caretaker has decided to 
hand in his notice after looking after our school and pool for 
several years. It’s been great having Andy on the team and 
we’ll certainly miss him. We’re now in the process of looking 
for someone to take over this role. Andy is happy to continue 
doing the job until we fill the position.  
Essentially the job is for 15 hours per week and we’re after a 
practical, multi talented, reliable, honest person who takes pride in their job, 

shows initiative and will fit well into our team culture.  If you are interested, or know of someone 
who might be please contact me to discuss details. We’ll also be advertising in the local paper. 
The job closes Friday 28 October at 3pm. 
 

Upcoming Playground Equipment Auction—Date to be set 
Just a reminder that we will be holding an auction soon to sell off the junior and senior  
playground.  If you are interested please pop along to select what bits you might like.  Items will 
go to the highest bidder.  
Proceeds raised will go directly into the funding pot for the new playgrounds as we’re 
hoping to get as much as we can whilst also having the equipment removed.  
Any queries just call into the School Office and speak with Craig. 
 
Sports 

Good luck to our 11 equestrian children who are competing in Masterton  

https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/why-math-education-in-the-u-s-doesn-t-add-up/


Sports Uniforms 
If you have a sports uniforms at home and no longer need it this year, please return to the 
School Office asap.  There are many kits still out there and we would appreciate your immediate 
attention to this request.   
 
Garden entries 
If you are going to be entering a garden into the Agricultural Club it’s time to register.  Just pop 
into the School Office for a form.   
 
 

 
 

Last thoughts…. 

 Can the Silver Ferns bounce back and beat the Diamonds?  Hmmmmmm. 

 Will the ABs roll, bowl and rissole the Wallabies this weekend-you bet! 
 
Nga mihi nui 
 

Craig Vidulich  (Principal) 
 
 

 

 

 



Room 1 Nash Steel Smith for staying focused on his learning and growing the  
  neurons in his brain. 
  Zavier Russell, Euan Lord, Zara Marshall and David Beddie for fantastic  
  efforts in Jump Jam. 
 
Room 2 Elsie O'Sullivan, Libby Crewther and Sammy Crewther for being helpful about 
  the classroom and enthusiastic with their learning. 
 
Room 3 Winter Goodin for taking pride in your work and always putting 100% into  
  everything you do. It is great to see you taking up challenges and pushing yourself 
  in your writing. Keep it up! 
  Dylan Ferreira for your growing confidence and your self-belief as a learner.  
  I'm really enjoying watching you take up challenges and working alongside your  
  peers.  
 

Room 4 Madison Riley for having a positive attitude to becoming part of our class  
  and Te Horo School.  Madison has such an enthusiastic, happy attitude and it is  
  great to have her in our class! 
  Ash Harker for continuing to make amazing progress in reading and writing, 
  and working with grit and determination.  Keep it up Ash! 
 
Room 9 Kiana Scrimgeour you are a focused and thoughtful writer. Thinking about  
  the choice of words you use and creating some great pieces.  
  Aston Whitfield - Working, working, working! You are focused and thinking about 
  all tasks. Great job.  
 
Room 5 Amber Connolly for her positive attitude in class and for using her initiative. 
  Connor Bailey for is leadership with younger students.  Keep it up Connor!  
 
Room 6 Jordan Griggs  for his awareness of his learning journey and what he needs to do 
  to become an even more independent learner. 
  Toby Howes for becoming a more independent learner who is now beginning to  
  make good decisions about helping himself to be in a place that will improve his  
  outcomes. 
  Molly Brickell for taking more control of her learning journey particularly in  
  reading. 
 
Room 7 Mikaela Edwards for your positive attitude towards learning and seeking help 
  and feedback. Keep it up Micky. 
  Lana Whitton for your improved attitude towards completing school work  
  and being a positive, fun, friendly member of Room 7. 
 
Room 8 Josie Brown, Dani King, Frankie Vidulich, Teegin Ravenwood, Larry McMyler, 
  Taylen Smart and Taylor Wallace - for taking responsibility for ensuring they are 
  up-to-date with their work, and demonstrating sound work habits. 



 
Michele Binnie 
KAPITI 

 

M 0274 834 290 
P   06 364 3333 
E   michele.binne@tallpoppy.co.nz 

 

tallpoppy,co,nz 
 Bulsara Ltd REAA-licensed MREINZ 

SWEETMANS 
MOBILE  
TUTORING 
SERVICE   
                    Anne Sweetman 

Individual Tuition for 5-14 yr olds 
All Basic Subjects 

FREE ASSESSMENT 
      027 449 9617 

mailto:michele.binne@tallpoppy.co.nz


Pony Tales Waikanae: 
Indoor riding school for children, offering riding lessons, school holiday  
programmes and catered pony parties, "lot's of fun for your budding  
equestrian". Our $25 introductory private lessons make a great gift. 
Contact Jackie Gilmore Ph: 042938161 or email jacksgilmore@gmail.com 

 

Maths and English tuition - Boost your child’s confidence and education 
with NumberWorks'nWords specialist after school tuition. We provide  
individualised instruction in maths and English for students who are  
struggling to keep up and those bursting to race ahead.  Phone now for an 
assessment and Introductory lesson. 
Phone Lizette at 9026655 or www.numberworksnwords.co.nz for more  
information. 

FUNZONE AFTER SCHOOL 
CARE:  
After School Care available from 3pm-
7pm in the Te Horo School Hall.  For 
enrolment information visit our  
website www.funzone.co.nz and enrol 
online or contact us on 0800 543 9696 
or email on info@funzone.co.nz 
 

mailto:jacksgilmore@gmail.com
http://www.numberworksnwords.com/
http://www.kidzown.co.nz


October 20th   Football skills—whole school 
October 28th   Home and School meeting 1:30pm at Ruth Prettys 
October 31st   BoT meeting 7:00pm 
November 8th   Otaki Schools’ Touch Tournament 
     Battle of the Bands 
November 9th   Ag Night 5:00pm 
November 15th   Otaki Schools’ Junior Sports day 
November 18th   Group Finals at Levin for Ag Club 
Between Nov 21st-25th Garden judging days for Ag Club 
November 25th   Kapa haka festival 
December 1st   Rooms 5/6 Surf day 
December 2nd   Rooms 7/8 Surf day 
December 7th   Student Led Conferences 
December 14th   Prizegiving 
December 20th   Term 4 ends 12:30pm 

The Garden Club continues to meet on Mondays, weather permitting.  We have loads of  
vegetables that have been grown from seed ready to plant out and we are attempting to grow 
peanuts!!  Watch this space. 
 
It is great to see classes going into the garden area and enjoying the surrounds and using the 
facilities.  Junior classes are growing seedlings and one class is using the shade house, great to 
see.  There is even going to be a pellet garden planted up by Lauren Palmer with the help of 
Amy Edwards.   
 
Please feel free to come and have a wander.   



Congratulations to Lillie Wallace for winning The North Island 
Premier championship First Year Ridden Rider and Pony title  
classes at Equidays in Hamilton last weekend. 
 
Hollie Parker 

Dayton Hakaraia trialled and was selected to play for the Horowhenua Kapiti under 12's 
rugby team.  As a team they had a strong season and did the HK Union proud.  Dayton played 
his part well in the team and ended up scoring the most tries and converting most points.  For his 
efforts, he received the Most Valuable player for the 2016 season. 
 
He also made the Horowhenua Kapiti Primary schools team, representing Te Horo school in the 
Southern North Island Primary Schools Rugby Tournament.  He was again the top try scorer and 
played some of his best rugby of 2016.  He was selected as the most outstanding player in his 
position by the organisers which won him a spot in the Tournament team for 2016. 
 
He had a very strong season and is noted as a player to watch in the future.   
 
Dion Hakaraia 



Community Notices 

The prices are $15 for the large, $8 for the small.  If you are interested is  
purchasing this beautiful oil please pay on line, and bring proof of payment in with 
you for collection to the School Office.  Our bank account number is:  
12-3226-0002248-00  (ASB) and the International Swift/BIC code is ASBBNZ2A.   







Is your child shy? Do they feel intimidated by the idea of public speaking and performance? Do 
they sometimes find it difficult to make eye contact? Do they just need dedicated time per week to 
just be CRAZY?! Come and join the revolutionary self-confidence programme - Marrzipan! We run 
awesome drama classes at school, which focus on key life skills and public speaking ability. We play fun 
engaging games and perform at the end of term once to parents and once to the school. All scripts are 
original, engaging, educational and HILARIOUS. All children receive an end of term progress report too, 
along with a certificate to remind them they are awesome! You can sign your child up for a Trial Lesson 
via our website www.marrzipandrama.co.nz , contact Jex on 027 217 0693 or email 
jex@marrzipandrama.co.nz  

WAITOHU SCHOOL FIREWORKS EXTRAVAGANZA – FRIDAY 28 OCTOBER – HARUATAI PARK – 6.30PM 

Please note Friday 28 October in your diaries and let family and friends know. This year  
purchasing tickets prior to the night will be cheaper than at the gate. Pre purchase is $5 per adult 
or child - on the night is $8 adults & $5 children (under 5’s are free). Tickets will be available from 
Kiss & Bake Up Otaki and Waikanae, Mobil Otaki and Levin and Waitohu School. We are looking 
forward to a brilliant night. 

http://www.marrzipandrama.co.nz/
tel:027%20217%200693
mailto:jex@marrzipandrama.co.nz

