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Kia Ora Parents, Children and Whanau, 
 
We are counting down to the end of the year. This week is a particularly busy and exciting time 

with the heats of Te Horo’s Got Talent beginning today, Student Led  
Conferences after school and our annual Xmas Carols on Friday afternoon - 
fun, fun fun! 
 
 

Year 7 & 8 Careers Breakfast 
We launched a new initiative last Friday morning called’ Careers 
Breakfast’. Teaching our young people about careers is part of the 
Year 7 & 8 curriculum and we have been considering different ways 
to do this. We invited 2 school parents, Sam Palmer and Jon 
McPhee and asked them to share their careers journey from 
school to the present day. Both Sam and Jon have been involved in 
diverse careers which have evolved over the years and were very  
interesting speakers. 
Almost 40 of our young people met at 7:30am in our hall and we sat down to delicious  
croissants and juice before our speakers got under way. The key messages came back to the 
‘soft skills’ such as cooperating with others, showing initiative, problem solving, learning from 
mistakes, being prepared to have a go etc. Great messages and a thoroughly entertaining and 
thought provoking session...finishing with another croissant! We going to continue this next year 
so will be on the lookout for more parents to shoulder tap. Over the course of the year it would 
be great to hear from a variety of parents with differing stories to share. Thank you Sam and 
Jon for your help! 
 
Classes for 2017 
We’re almost done with this task which always seems to take a little longer than expected. We 
are reshuffling the makeup and structure of our classes and making the majority of them mixed 
year groups. For the first time the numbers have allowed us to run two Year 7 & 8 classes  
without any 6s, two Year 5 & 6 classes and two Year 3 & 4 classes. There are many  
advantages to this structure over the straight year group options however, in most cases the 
numbers in each year group fit this model more easily which avoids overcrowding many of the 
classes. Rooms 7 & 8 will operate as two home rooms and then they will open the sliding doors 
between them and team teach for much of the time.  This is a 
slightly different approach and something we’ve been working 
towards in recent years. Whilst our numbers remain the same, 
Room 8 will no longer be the automatic Year 8 class. 
In reality, some children will have the same teacher for a second 
year and some classes which have always been together will be 
mixed up. For all classes we’re aiming to make each as evenly 
balanced as possible with regard to friendships, boys/girls, 
academic ability, behaviours, sports, musical, had the same  
teacher before etc. We can assure you that we put a lot of 
time and thought into this each year and ultimately want to do the 
best for all children and their families. We should have this all sorted early next week and will 
put the lists out. 



Surf Education 
Last week Years 5-8 spent an awesome day at Otaki Beach learning 
about the sea, rips, currents, holes, the sun, life guards and ultimately 
how to have fun at the beach and BE SAFE. The day concluded with 
everyone leaping into the surf and riding the waves. Everyone had a 
great day and several children have already approached the Otaki Surf 
Club and joined up as ‘little nippers’! 
Thank you to the many parents who helped out on the day. Parent help 

was essential and the programme could not have gone ahead without your support-thank you! 
 
Student Led Conference and Portfolios 
These are on this afternoon from 3pm. The SLCs are an opportunity for  
children to sit alongside their parents and discuss their learning and  
progress over the year. It’s an empowering process for children and   
ensures that the most  important people in the learning discussion are  
present. The children are generally very articulate and knowledgeable  
and enjoy this quality 1-1 time. The teachers will meet with each family  
so please feel free to ask questions, bounce ideas or seek clarification.  
As always if you’d like to arrange a separate meeting time, get in touch 
with your child’s teacher. 

Ko te tamaiti te putake o te kaupapa 
The child - the heart of the matter 

 
Xmas Carols-Friday from 5pm 

See you all on Friday afternoon from 5pm. Ange has put together a great   
mixture of music including our school bands, bands from other schools,   
our juniors and Ange’s band the ‘Salty Hearts’. We have texted/tweeted/   
instagrammed/facebooked/youtubed/facetimed and sent a letter to Santa    
Claus. We’re hopeful that he’ll turn up once again around 6pm…. 
The Xmas Carol singing is always a fun, relaxing and entertaining  
evening. The    weather is looking good so pack a picnic and we’ll see you 

here. 
Thank you to the home and School for once again arranging this fun community event! 
 
Prize Giving 
This is next Wednesday 14 December from 6pm. We aim to have it completed in 60 minutes 
and are generally pretty close. We award certificates to children in each of the 
classes who have displayed our core teaching and learning beliefs 

 Good citizens 

 Responsible and independent 

 Having self belief 

 Value their learning and… 

 Have fun 
Both students and teachers are involved in these selections. We have several cups and  
trophies  for our Year 8 students, we farewell children and families who are leaving our school. 
There are also a couple of speeches and songs. 
If the weather is fine we’ll hold the prizegiving on the turf and if it’s wet we’ll move into our hall. 
Isn’t is great to have options! 
 
Playground Update 

Yesterday we confirmed with the Playground People the designs for both the      
senior and junior playgrounds. The home and school are funding $50,000 up      
front and the remaining costs of around $45,000 will be made in instalments       
during 2017. We’re in the process of applying for a grant so cross fingers that            
this is successful. 
Clearly this is a lot of money however, as our previous ones lasted for over 20      
years we feel it is good value.   It will be great to have new fresher playgrounds 
at our school. We anticipate work to last 1 week and to be completed in March. 



It has been a positive process getting to this stage and we’ve engaged our children, teachers 
and members of both the Home and School and BOT. Thanks to everyone for your help, we’ll 
keep you in the loop! 
 
Otaki Food Bank 
Each year we arrange for donations of food and any other Christmas items to be left in the office 
for the Otaki Foodbank. We take up a car full of items on the last day of school which go directly 
into our local community. If you’d like to donate please drop your contribution into the School  
Office. Thank you 
 
Lost Property 
We’re trying to clear clothing which has been left lying around school and we have spread it out 
under the kowhai tree outside Room 5. All unclaimed items will be donated to the op shop in 
Otaki at the end of the school year. 
 
Student Success-Waka ama 
Kaia and Boston Pollock belong to the local waka team and  
competed on the weekend in the regionals in the Wairarapa.  They 
have now been placed to race in the nationals in 
January 2017.   
Kaia's crew won all 5 races, Boston’s crew won 1 
and had 4 second placings.  This is awesome  
considering these 10 years olds were racing against  
12 - 14 year old boys. 
 
 
 
 
Pool keys $50 
If you would like a school pool key for the summer season please call the School Office to book 
one.  These will be issued at the end of next week.  Watch this space. 
 
Growth Mindset Thought… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Last thoughts… 

 Wow John Key has resigned. We’ve won the last 2 rugby world cups with Mr Key as our  
 PM. The big question is...can we do it again? 
 

Nga mihi nui 
Craig Vidulich  
Principal 



Room 1 Lachlan Trounson for working well independently. 
  Jade Moffat for working hard on her writing skills and using the sounds that 
  she hears to write words. 
  Victoria Haines for being a responsible and enthusiastic class member. 
 
Room 1A Thomas Lord for being such a good helper in the classroom. 
  Elliot Benson, Summer Miscall, Aimee Howell for learning all their blue words  
  and getting a bluebird on the tree. 
 
Room 3 Winter Goodin for showing perseverance in her learning and not giving up  
  when things get hard. Your brain is doing lots of pumping. Well done! 
  Seth Land for being a thoughtful and responsible learner. You are trying lots 
  of different ways to get an answer, and making sure that you fully understand the 
  task before starting. Keep up the great work! 
 
Room 4 Carys Ferguson and Mitty Simpson for the progress they are making in their  
  reading.  They have shown real persistence and perseverance.  Keep up the great 
  work girls! 
  Jack Ewington-Boult and Lenix Lange for showing persistence and  
  perseverance when learning gets challenging.  Keep on trying boys, you are  
  connecting neurons and making great progress! 
 
Room 9 Grace Goodall - you have been working hard and  contributing your ideas to your 
  cooperative group work. Well done!  
  Alice Fairhurst - you have great work habits and you are a real thinker. ! Great job 
  Alice :)  
  Will Watson - you have been amazing with how you have just fitted right into  
  school and got fully involved in everything! Well done .  
 

Room 5 All of Room 5  For their willingness to step up to challenges, to take risks out 
  of their comfort zone and all the fun and entertainment they have provided Mrs Bee 
  this year. 
 
Room 6 Peter Wilson for displaying greater independence during term four. 
  Aneke Waechter for a fantastic year and not having one day away. 
 
Room 7 Paigan Tilly for the effort and thought you and Lily have put into writing your 
  own songs and the effort you have put into preparing for Te Horo’s Got talent. 
  Lily Forsyth for the effort and thought you and Paigan have put into writing  
  your own songs and the effort you have put into preparing for Te Horo’s Got talent. 
  Connar Mudgway for your active listening and thought during teacher  
  reading. You listen really well and think deeply about texts. 

Health and Safety - Visitor information 
A reminder to please sign the visitors book that is in the School Office if you are in 
school for any reasons eg - to help in the classrooms, with sports teams, or taking 
children on trips etc.  This is a two second job and complies with our Health and 
Safety guidelines.  Thank you. 



December 9th   Home and School Carol singing 5pm—7:30pm 
December 12th   BoT meeting 7:00pm 
December 14th   Prizegiving 
December 15th   Leavers Dinner 6:00pm at Wine Makers Daughter 
December 20th   Term 4 ends 12:30pm 
 
2017 
February 7th   Term 1 begins! 
 

An email was sent out to all parents of children who have a sport kit. 
All sports kits must be returned to school before the end of term please.  
Thanking you in anticipation. 

There are many accounts that are yet to be paid.  It would be great if these could all be settled 
before the end of term please.  If there is a problem with your account please let the School  
Office know. 

There are still 5-8 outstanding library books.  If these books have to be replaced it will use up a 
large portion of next years book budget.  PLEASE send ALL books back asap or pay $10 (cash 
or cheque) to the School Office for each lost book. 

Iglaze glass & glazing services ltd 
 

                             Simon Heazlewood 

                        NZQA Accredited Master Glazier 
021 211 1770 

For all your glass requirements 
Flat Glass 
Mirrors 

Splashbacks 
Showers 

Aluminium maintenance 
 

Any other glass requirements 
Please ask 



 
Michele Binnie 
KAPITI 

 

M 0274 834 290 
P   06 364 3333 
E   michele.binne@tallpoppy.co.nz 

 

tallpoppy,co,nz 
 Bulsara Ltd REAA-licensed MREINZ 

SWEETMANS 
MOBILE  
TUTORING 
SERVICE   
                    Anne Sweetman 

Individual Tuition for 5-14 yr olds 
All Basic Subjects 

FREE ASSESSMENT 
      027 449 9617 

Pony Tales Waikanae: 
Indoor riding school for children,  
offering riding lessons, school  
holiday programmes and catered 
pony parties, "lot's of fun for your 
budding equestrian". Our $25  
introductory private lessons make a 
great gift. 
Contact Jackie Gilmore  
Ph: 042938161 or 
email jacksgilmore@gmail.com 

Maths and English tuition - Boost your child’s 
confidence and education with Number-
Works'nWords specialist after school tuition. 
We provide individualised instruction in maths 
and English for students who are struggling to 
keep up and those bursting to race 
ahead.  Phone now for an assessment and  
Introductory lesson. 
Phone Lizette at 9026655 or 
www.numberworksnwords.co.nz for more  
information. 

mailto:michele.binne@tallpoppy.co.nz
mailto:jacksgilmore@gmail.com
http://www.numberworksnwords.com/


Community Notices 

The prices are $15 for the large, $8 for the small.  If you are interested is  
purchasing this beautiful oil please pay on line, and bring proof of payment in with 
you for collection to the School Office.  Our bank account number is:  
12-3226-0002248-00  (ASB) and the International Swift/BIC code is ASBBNZ2A.   

Needed urgently: A chicken coop or similar. If you can help please call Helen Whitfield 
on 027 5808 948. 

C H R I S T M A S    H E L P E R 
 
Are you extremely busy at this time of year and need a Santa Helper before Christmas? Te Moana Beeby is available from the 7th - 20th of 
December to take your list and: 
 
* do your Christmas food shopping (non-perishables) at Moore Wilson’s, supermarkets, specialty shops at  your direction); 
 
* do your gift shopping; 
 
* wrap your presents; 
 
* mind your children while you go to your work Christmas party or for parents’ time out… 
* help the children make their rooms spic and span before grandparents arrive… 
 
* and anything else you might need help with.  
 
Contact: 02040886901 or temoana.beeby@outlook.com.  $20 per hour. 

mailto:temoana.beeby@outlook.com


Looking for something FUN & 
EXCITING for your children to do 

during the upcoming school holidays?  
Look no further!! 

 
Fun Zone provides a positive, fun, safe 
and caring environment with a broad 

variety of age appropriate, action 
packed, child focused activities. 

 
 
 

Fri 16th Dec ‘16 – Tues 31st Jan ‘17 

 

    

 

   VENUE∞ 
Kapanui School 

Rimu Road 
Waikanae 

 

∞See schedule for additional excursion locations 
and times. 

 

HOLIDAY PROGRAM HOURS 
Holiday Program 7:30am - 6:00pm:  Daily 
Rate refer below.  Daily discounts is on a per 

week basis. 
 

HOLIDAY PROGRAM DAILY PRICE 
(Over the Holiday’s) 

5+Days booked- $41.00 per day  
4 Days Booked - $42.00 per day  
3 Days Booked - $45.00 per day  
2 Days Booked  - $46.50 per day 
1 Day Booked - $51.00 

2-5 day rates is spread over the whole school holiday 
period.  

 

LARGER FAMILY DISCOUNT 
If you have three kids or more in your 

immediate family who all want to attend 
our Programmes, then you qualify for our 

Discounted Rate of only $35.00 per child per 
day (saving over 25%, multiple day 

discount does not apply). 
 

BONUS FOR EARLY ENROLMENT 
DISCOUNT 

If you can help our administration team by 
getting your enrolment forms to us “at least 
5 working days before” program starts, we 
will thank you with a BONUS 5% discount. 

 

ENROLMENT FEE 
(First time enrolment only) $5.00 per child 

or one off of $12.50 for 3+ children. 
 

CYF APPROVED 
All Fun Zone Programme’s are CYF 

approved so WINZ childcare fee subsidies 
are available.   

 

HOW TO ENROL 
You can either: 
 Enrol Online at www.FunZone.co.nz, 
 Collect an Enrolment Form from one of 

our After School Care Programme’s, 
 Request an enrolment via email to:  

info@FunZone.co.nz or 
 Contact our team on 0800 543 9696 
 

    
You can also find all information about Fun Zone 
and an abridged Policies & Procedures from our 

Website 
 

www.FunZone.co.nz 
 
 
 
 

Family home at Te Horo Beach available over the xmas and new years period. 2mins walk to the beach. Trampoline, xbox, 
tvs, dvds, spa pool, play house and can sleep up to 8 guests.  
Please contact Louise on 021 2052574 for more information  

Do  you  need  child  care  for  the  School  holidays? 
I  am  a  Teacher  Aide  at Te Horo  School  and  a  mother  of  
two. 
I  would  be  happy  to  care  for  your  children  during  the  
School  holidays. 
Please  contact  me  on  06 3645499 and  ask  for  Amanda.   

FUNZONE AFTER SCHOOL 
CARE:  
After School Care available from 3pm-
7pm in the Te Horo School Hall.  For 
enrolment information visit our  
website www.funzone.co.nz and enrol 
online or contact us on 0800 543 9696 
or email on info@funzone.co.nz 
 

http://www.kidzown.co.nz

