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Kia Ora Parents, Children and Whanau, 
 

New Students 

A very warm kiwi welcome to the Mileham and Louw families 
who have both moved from South Africa and have started at 
our school. Welcome to Jayden (Rm 6) and Jordan (Room 5)  
Mileham and to Tristin (Senior Block) and Rowan (Rm 3) 
Louw. It is great to have you all at our school!  
 

Playground Update 

To quote Cat Stevens…”where do the children play?” The answer 
of course is on a playground,  They started Monday afternoon 
and should be finished by the end 
of the week. This has been done at 
an amazing speed.  Another crew 
is coming to build the timber  
surrounds and lay the bark 
chips.  By the end of the week it 
should all be complete -  
woo hoo! 
 
 
 

Playground Opening and Marj’s farewell at 2:15pm Tuesday 28th March 

As you know our wonderful cleaner Marj Nutting has resigned after 51 years  
service at our school and we are going to farewell her at the playground opening. 

 

We would like to thank all those who have been involved in 
the playground process. As you know the Home and School 
have donated $50,000 towards the playground costs.  We’re  
essentially halfway there to funding this project. Thank you 
Home and School! 
 

 

Home and School 
It was a great turn out to the AGM last Friday. It was wonderful to see some new faces past  
committee members. The H&S have a busy year ahead starting with the trail ride on Sunday 
(weather permitting), a mid year ball with Waitohu School and of course Paddy’s Mart in  
September. 
 

Thank you to following people who have filled the officers roles 
 

Sam Palmer and Shelley Mecoy-Co Chairs 

Maree Boyer-Treasurer who is training Angela Gadsby for 2018 

Julie Allen-Secretary 
 

Thanks Cam and Simon 

Another big thank you to Cam Butler who has been introducing our senior students to canoe  
polo in our school pool. We have had 6 canoes in the pool at once! 



Thank you again Simon Heazlewood from iglaze for fixing a smashed window at school. 
 

Pool Closing…. 
Unfortunately our swimming season is now over and we have had to close the pool. As some of 

you will know the pool had a broken filter but we have managed to limp to the 
end of the swimming season. Despite the indifferent summer weather the 
pool has been well used. During the winter months we will be replacing both 
of the sand filters and will have the pool up and running again for the next 
season. Can all pool keys please be returned. 
 

Thank you to Stacey Faith who has once again tutored our younger classes 
with swimming. It has been great having Stacey help us out again! 
 

Cricket Superstars 

Our 2 superstars cricket teams have had an awesome time competing against other Kapiti 
Schools in recent weeks. Our #1 team is into the final next week-good luck guys! 
 
School Athletics 
School athletics on Monday 27th March, starting at 9.15am, going all day. Postponement day 
is Wednesday 29th March. Could children please wear their house colours. 
 
Hockey and netball 
Could all registrations be in by this Friday at the latest.  If you haven’t already registered  
registration form (in google docs) has been sent out this morning. 
 
 

Growing Independence and Responsibility in Children 

One of our 5 core teaching and learning beliefs is encouraging children to be independent and 
responsible. We believe that this is essential in helping children develop and grow into confident 
and capable learners. Independent children are more likely to be successful with their learning, 
have better relationships with others, be better at managing their possessions, time and general 
work habits and often have a higher self esteem. 
 

As parents we want to help our children but if we do too much we run the risk of stifling  
independence and responsibility. A few practical things parents can do to allow their child (age 
is no barrier) to be more responsible and independent are; 

 Organising their own clothing and dress themselves from a young age...before entering 
 school. 

 Making their own lunch. Kids can do this with support from 6 or 7 years of age. They soon 
 work out if they haven’t packed enough food and fix it the following day! 

 Doing their homework, reading etc without having to be nagged at to do it! 

 Carrying their own school bags, book bag etc. 

 Looking for their own lost property. Should mums and dads be 
 searching the school  
 looking for clothing while the child plays with friends? 

 Using the phone. 

 Making purchases at the shop. 

 Cooking and food preparation. 

 Helping them to manage conflict with friends in an assertive fashion or to seek help from 
 teachers or parents if the issue cannot be solved. 

 Doing chores around home-set the table, dishes etc 
 

This is just a small list and there are many things which could be added. In reality children who 
lack independence are missing out on many opportunities to grow and develop which most  
children are desperate to do. What are your thoughts? 
 

Education Review Office (ERO) 

The ERO team will be in to review our school in the week beginning Monday April 3. We were 
last reviewed 3 years ago and look forward to hosting them.  We’ll keep you posted. 



Hearing and Vision — in school 11TH  April 
Children to be screened during this visit are: 
- New Entrants who have not had / completed their B4 School Check 
- All Year 7 Students, distance vision only 
- Re-screening/follow-ups from the previous  
  visit                                                           
- Children who have no previous screening record. 
  
* If any parent/guardian does not wish their child to be checked could they please inform 
the school. 
If you have any request  please complete the Public Health Service Referral form, along with the 
students hearing and vision report off ENROL and fax to 06 350 4561 and these will be seen in 
one of our clinics or Parents can contact the Vision Hearing Service on 0800 153 042 or 06 350 
4560, for an appointment to one of our clinics. 
 

Whakatauki/Proverb 
 

“kaore te toka e haere ki te paua” 
“The rock doesn’t go to the paua” 

 

Nga Mihi nui 
 

Craig Vidulich 

Principal 
 

Last thoughts 

 Go the Irish-what a great win against the 2nd best team in the world! Let’s hope the test in 
 November against the English can take place! 

 

 Black Caps vs SA tomorrow-feeling confident or hoping that rain arrives….! 

We held our second meeting of the year on Monday night. Michael Pearson chaired his first 
meeting as Paula Cull stepped down from the role at the last meeting. Paula has been chair for 2 
years and will be staying on the board as mentioned previously. 
 

It was another productive meeting and we covered the following topics: 

 ERO review-we discussed the upcoming review. We’re looking forward to the review and 
 feeling confident that the review team will acknowledge the strengths of our school and 
 provide us with some useful ‘next steps’ to further develop and build on what we do well. 

 Pool Filters-we are going to replace both of the swimming pool sand filters. This will cost 
 approximately $2900 and will be completed over the winter months. 

 We are thrilled at the progress of the playground work and are really looking forward to 
 our children being able to play on the new equipment. Thank you to the Home and School 
 for the wonderful support provided to the school-financially and as a great network for  
 parents to meet, help out and connect with our school. 

 We reviewed the science curriculum and the role of the chair as part of our Governance 
 policy. We have also completed a staff satisfaction survey. This is a new initiative and 
 something which we aim to complete each year. The staff have provided useful feedback 
 and it is great to hear their thoughts. We thank the staff for their ongoing commitment and 
 hard work that they give to the children at our school-thank you! 

 

Ka Kite, see you next month….! 



Health and Safety - Visitor information 
A reminder to please sign the visitors book that is in the School Office if you are in 
school to help in the classrooms, with sports teams, or taking children on trips etc.  
This is two second job and a requirement in line with our Health and Safety  

Wow! What a turnout for our AGM. Lots of new faces and familiar ones too. Thank you everyone 
for your support. 
  
Sam Palmer and Shelley McCoy were both nominated and will be co-chairing for the year 
ahead. 
Maree Boyer was nominated as Treasurer for 2017. She will be training Angela Gadsby to stand 
as treasurer next year. 
Julie Allen was nominated as secretary. 
  
What a great year 2017 is shaping up to be. 
 
Don’t forget our rescheduled HMC trail ride takes place this Sunday. 
  
An extra pair of hands would be fabulous, but even more fabulous would be more baking. With 
entries on the day final numbers will be a guessing game, but we are planning to cater for 
around 300 riders. 
  
Ideally we need baking we can freeze if it’s not needed; sweet muffins or un-iced slices. We 
have a good supply of cookies, but limited numbers for another choice. 



27 March  School Athletics NOTE DATE CHANGE!! 
29 March  Postponement date for school athletics 
   CCC (Coffee and Chat with Craig) 9:05 in the staffroom 
3 April   ERO visiting the school 
4 April   Otaki Schools’ Athletics 
6 April   Immunisations Years 7 and 8 
11 April  Hearing and Vision 
12 April  CCC (Coffee and Chat with Craig) 9:05 in the staffroom 
13 April  END OF TERM 1 
 
1 May   START OF TERM 2 
2 May   ANZAC service 
22 May  BoT meeting 7:00pm in the board room 
3 June  The Royal Flush (Home and School dance) more information to follow 
19 June  BoT meeting 7:00pm in the board room 
7 July   TERM 2 ENDS 
 
24 July  START OF TERM 3 
31 July  BoT meeting 7:00pm in the board room 
14 August  Class photos 
18 August  Rain day for the class photos 
   Individual/sibling photos (if not used for rain day) 
21 August  Individual/sibling photos  
25 August  Individual/sibling photos  
29 September TERM 3 ENDS 
 
16 October  START OF TERM 4 
1 December  Kapa Haka festival at Kapiti College 
20 December TERM 4 ENDS 12:30pm 



Community Notices 

The prices are $15 for the large, $8 for the small.  If you are interested is  
purchasing this beautiful oil please pay on line, and bring proof of payment in with 
you for collection to the School Office.  Our bank account number is:  
12-3226-0002248-00  (ASB) and the International Swift/BIC code is ASBBNZ2A.   

GKR Karate is running a  free Karate Class in the  Memorial Hall Otaki on the 29th March.  This class is being run to give 
children and adults an introduction to safety awareness and is open to children and adults 5yrs and over (up to any age). 
  
GKR Karate is an international club and our website can be viewed at gkrkarate.com. All our instructors are police 
checked and train once a week with our Regional Manager or a Senior Instructor. We have been teaching a class in the 
Memorial Hall for a 3 years now and this is an opportunity to give a little back to the community. 
  
If you require any information on this please phone Ann on 027 2222777. 

Fun Zone Spring School Holiday Programme Go Karting, Mysteries Day, Pacific Day, Flip City and 
loads more fun!!  For more info check out our website www.FunZone.co.nz.  
 

http://gkrkarate.com/
http://www.FunZone.co.nz


 
 iglaze glass & glazing services ltd 

          Simon Heazlewood 
        NZQA Accredited Master Glazier 

 

                   021 211 1770  
 For all your glass requirements 

 Flat Glass 

 Mirrors 

 Splashbacks 

 Showers 

 Aluminium maintenance 

 
 Any other glass requirements 

  please ask 


