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Kia Ora Parents, Children and Whanau, 
 

Welcome to term 4, it’s great to be back at school after the holidays. As always the children 
are excited to be back at school and have settled right back into their learning and catching up 
with their mates! 
 

Welcome back to Ms Johnson who was on leave last term and has had a wonderful holiday 
travelling in the UK and Norway! 
 

New Students 

A very warm welcome to Neve Partridge and Rosie Moore-Jones 
who started in Room 1 and to Cheyenne Kohi who started in Room 
9. It is great to have you and your families at our school! 
 

Two Important Parent Sessions Next Week…. 
 

FUN PARENT EVENING -Tuesday 24 October 5-:30-6:30pm 

Maths anxiety is a rampant problem around the world.  
Researchers now know that when people with maths anxiety encounter  
numbers, a fear centre in the brain lights up - the same fear centre that lights 
up when people see snakes or spiders. 
 

Is this how you felt about maths when you were at school? 
 

You no longer need to feel the fear!!  Maths is no longer about who can solve 
the problem the quickest.  Maths is about solving authentic problems in a  
collaborative and fun environment, using materials to support your thinking. 
 

We are lucky enough to have continued our professional development with Dinah Harvey this 
year, an expert on how to make maths more accessible for our children.  Dinah will be running 
another maths parent evening next Tuesday, 24th October, 5:30-6:30 in the senior block/
new hall (to be confirmed). This will be new material, so even if you attended last year you can 
come along again. 
 

SENIOR BLOCK - Come along to see our Senior Block in action on  Wednesday 25  
October from 9:00am.  We'll begin with a chat with Mr V and Mrs Smith in the staffroom. This 
is an opportunity to ask questions and find out more about how a collaborative learning  
environment works.  We'll then go into the senior block to see the children in action ie how it  
actually works.  It'll be business as usual and a typical programme. You'll be able to see the 
children working, ask the children questions and take in the atmosphere. This is open to ALL 
parents so feel free to come along even if your child is in the junior or middle school. If you  
cannot make this time but would still like to have a look in the senior block please contact  
Lauren, Richard or Craig. 

 

Plans for 2018   
We will soon be putting together the classes for next year which is always a fun and exciting 

job!  To assist us with planning can you please let us know if your child is NOT returning to Te 



Te Horo School next year.  The sooner we know the numbers the sooner we can get this  
underway.  Thank you.  As notified last term Michelle Haines was appointed to the permanent 
teaching position which we had advertised. We are thrilled to have Michelle on board in this  
permanent role! 
 

School accounts 

You should have received an invoice through the Xero system for all expenses, ie stationery, 
shows, music fees, hockey fees etc.  To date there is $5000 outstanding from overdue  
accounts.  If you have not received an invoice by email please let the School Office 
know.  Please can these invoices be paid as soon as possible.  We have eftpos available in the 
School office for your convenience or you are welcome to pay 

on line.  Payment details are on your invoice.  Thanking you in anticipation. 
 

Music and Song Extravaganza 

We received wonderful feedback from the end of music programme show which was in the 
final week of last term. It really was an awesome show and showcased the music, songs and 
dance items which the children had been involved with over the last 2 terms. Thank you to 
everyone who came along, the evening show was packed out which was fantastic! 
Well done children, you were great! Thanks to all of the tutors and staff who were involved in our 
famous music programme and for putting the show together ... roll on 2018! 
 
Fostering intelligence and the first-born advantage 
The following link is an excellent interview from Nathan Mikaere Wallis from NZ Brainwave 
Trust who says that “The best thing you can do for your baby’s brain is to get in their 
face”.  Nathan also goes on to discuss the importance of play in the lives of children and how 
complex play actually is. This sits perfectly with our thinking with Play Based Learning which 
is now a big part of our junior programme. Click here for the link to the article and the radio 
interview or google Fostering intelligence and the first-born advantage. 
Library Mural 

A wonderful new mural is being painted in the  
library by Leonie’s daughter and son in law. The mural is a magical tree - 
the Tree of Knowledge.   
 
The more you look at it the more you see!  Pop in for a visit and watch the 
tree grow…. Bigger picture at the end of this newsletter 
 

Staff News 
Rebecca Shelford, one of our relievers, has given birth to a girl named Willow.  A little 
sister for Leila.  Congratulations to Rebecca and her husband Ryan.  Ryan runs our Rippa  
Rugby. 
 

Last thoughts….. 
Life at a Rural School 
Check out the pic below with our Year 7 & 8 girls and a new ‘KID’...only at a country school! 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nga mihi nui 
Craig Vidulich  
Principal 

http://www.radionz.co.nz/national/programmes/ninetonoon/audio/201827816/fostering-intelligence-and-the-first-born-advantage


We met on Monday evening for our October meeting and worked through another busy and wide 
ranging agenda. 
 

We’re moving closer to the November midterm elections and all documentation is in place for 
nominations. Every parent or caregiver on the school roll will be sent a nomination form in early 
November.  Please return these forms to Adele in the School Office between November 3rd and 
17th with your nominations. Once nominations have closed we will announce our candidates, 
you will be sent a voting paper.  Election Day will be December 1st.  Being on the Board is a  
really rewarding way to be involved with your school community so please don't be shy!  Any 
questions at all don't hesitate to get in touch with Vicki Upshon (botchair@th.school.nz) or Craig. 
 

One of the most important things we do as a Board is to discuss and implement the vision and 
direction for our school.  Every year this is described in our School Charter which includes our 
Strategic Goals and an Annual Plan. We are beginning our review of this and this month we 
looked at the current Strategic Goals. 
These are: 

2017 Strategic Goals 

Overarching Statement:  Provide best practice teaching and learning programmes that  
incorporate the core teaching and learning beliefs in order to meet childrens’ individual needs 
and abilities, enabling them to become confident, connected actively involved, lifelong learners. 
1.  Growth Mindset: Embed the principles of Growth Mindset Practices into our  
 everyday teaching, learning and actions. 
 
2. Continuous Improvement: Create a culture of continuous improvement. 
 
3. Focus on Individual Student Achievement which continues to develop the holistic 
 well-being of every child. 
 
4.  Future Focussed in use of Technologies: Continue to be a future focussed school  
 and pushing the boundaries with our use of technologies to enhance learning  
 opportunities. 
 
5. Special Character of the School: Actively engage the wider community to nurture 
 and enhance the unique and special character of our school. 
 

We will continue to work on this over the next couple of months so that early next year it will be 
ready to send to the Ministry. 
 

New Classroom - we are going well this and are waiting on the fire and structural engineers who 
are writing a report which is due back to the architect to enable her to draw up the final plans. 
The next stage will be to submit documents to the council and to begin the tendering process. 
We’ll keep you updated. 
 

We spent time discussing Health and Safety which is an important aspect for a safe school. We 
have begun to look at our ‘culture’ around health and safety which not only includes practical  
aspects such as keeping students safe eg the playground, on trips, contractors etc but also the 
total well being of our children, parents and very importantly  the staff. This is a work in progress 
and we'll keep you posted as things develop. 
 

Pool keys over holiday season - We now have a new application form with conditions of use to 
be signed when keys are issued. This outlines the rules for using the pool over the summer and 
general expectations. Once again pool keys are $50 for the season and will be on sale in a few 
weeks. 
 

Enjoy the spring weather, see you next month! 
 

mailto:botchair@th.school.nz


19 October  Immunisations for Seniors 
23 October  LABOUR DAY 
24 October  Cricket Superstars  
   Parent Maths evening 5:30pm 
25 October  CCC – Coffee and Chat with Craig -9:05 in the staffroom 
25-27 October Year 6’s to Sixtus Lodge 
26 October  Primary Schools’ Golf Tournament 
   Otago Problem Solving final  
27 October  Home and School meeting 9:00am at Ruth Pretty’s. 
31 October  Cricket Superstars  
6 November Einstein Shield 9:30 at Otaki College 
   BoT Charter meeting 
7 November Cricket Superstars 
   Otaki Schools’ Touch Tournament, 8 November  
   postponement date 
   AG night 5:00pm  
8 November CCC – Coffee and Chat with Craig -9:05 in the staffroom 
9 November Bus monitor training 
14 November Cricket Superstars  
15 November Epro8 Senior block  
16 November EPro8 Year 5/6  
17 November Group finals from Ag Night 
20 November BoT meeting 7:00pm in the board room 
21 November Cricket Superstars 
20-24 November Ag club garden judging (actual date to be confirmed) 
22 November CCC – Coffee and Chat with Craig -9:05 in the staffroom 
24 November Paraparaumu College Orientation 
28 November Cricket Superstars 
   Y7’s at GRIP leadership 
1 December BoT Elections 
   4:30pm Family picnic and carols (Home and School organisers) 
6 December CCC – Coffee and Chat with Craig -9:05 in the staffroom 
   Otaki Schools’ Junior sports Year 1-3 
12 December Carols at Coastlands (Choir singing) 
13 December Prizegiving 
14 December Leavers dinner 
18 December BoT meeting 
19 December Club singing finale 

20 December TERM 4 ENDS 12:30pm 
  

Health and Safety - Visitor information 
A reminder to please sign the visitors book that is in the School Office if you are in 
school to help in the classrooms, with sports teams, or taking children on trips etc.  
This is two second job and a requirement in line with our Health and Safety  
guidelines.  Thank you. 



Community Notices 

The prices are $15 for the large, $8 for the small.  If you are interested is  
purchasing this beautiful oil please pay on line, and bring proof of payment in with 
you for collection to the School Office.  Our bank account number is:  
12-3226-0002248-00  (ASB) .   

 
 iglaze glass & glazing services ltd 

          Simon Heazlewood 
        NZQA Accredited Master Glazier 

 

                   021 211 1770  
 For all your glass requirements 

 Flat Glass 

 Mirrors 

 Splashbacks 

 Showers 

 Aluminium maintenance 

 
 Any other glass requirements 

  please ask 

 



Hoop Club Kapiti – Junior Basketball Coaching Programme – Term 4 2017 
  
Restarts for Term 4  2017 Sunday 29 October and runs through to Sunday 10 December. 
KCDC Sportshall, Paraparaumu College, Mazengarb Road, Paraparaumu 
9.30 to 10.30am 5 to 7 year olds 
10.30 to 11.30am 8 to 10 year olds 
11.30 to 12.30pm 11 to 13 year olds 
ALL NEW PLAYERS MOST WELCOME 
Contact – Angelo Robinson 04 9040142 or ar.rimutaka@paradise.net.nz 

Waitohu Fireworks Extravaganza 
 
Waitohu School are holding their Fireworks event on Friday 3  
November.   
Gates open at 6.30pm.   
Tickets are on sale from Café 66-Otaki.  Mobil- Otaki, Levin and  
Paraparaumu and Kiss and Bake Up-Waikanae.   
Pre purchased tickets Adults and Students $5.  Pre schoolers 'free'.   
On the night Adults $8 and Students $5.   
There will be Food Stalls, Hangi, Bouncy Castles, Live Music, Glow 
Sticks, Face Painting and of course a Massive Fireworks Display. 

mailto:ar.rimutaka@paradise.net.nz



