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Kia Ora Koutou Parents, Whānau and Children, 
 

This year the teachers are looking at ways to bring to life the Vision and Values. At present they 
are working with the children on ways to work effectively together. This has a big focus presently 

on how to be a GOOD CITIZEN that shows respect and being a TEAM PLAYER who actively works 
together with others for positive outcomes.   
 

Already we are seeing some great examples of this and these values being enacted. Tumeke! 

 In Room 1 the students worked together to release the dinosaurs from the ice and build a 
 wēta hotel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Room 2 have been working together as a team roleplaying and using their imaginations 
to  go ‘on a train trip to Wellington, visiting Te Papa then to the airport to fly to Hawaii’. 

 Some of our older children have been working with some of our youngest children as 
 swimming buddies. Below you can see Charlotte Dench swimming through the hoop 
 helped by Kenzie McPhee while Livi Parker and Livi Flowers help and wait their turn. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Beach Trip 

Thanks so much to the teachers for organising and running such a great day. We couldn’t have 
done it without all of our fabulous whānau that offered help, for both the Friday and the Tuesday. 
Thank you! 
The kids had a fabulous day and enjoyed flying their kites, swimming and playing in the sand 
and on the beach. 

 
 

 



Meeting with Teachers/Goal Setting 

Thanks to everyone who has completed the surveys and booked in times to 
meet with the teachers. If you haven’t yet, please MAKE AN APPOINTMENT 
with your class teacher at a time that suits you and them best.  The teachers 
value the comments parents have written about their child and are looking  
forward to sitting down together and talking things through in more detail.  
Success for children is more likely to occur when parents, teachers and 

children work together. 
“Ko tou rou rou, Ko taku rou rou, Ka ora ai nga tamiriki” 

“With your basket, with my basket, the children will prosper” 
 

School Assemblies 

Our first Assembly is this Friday afternoon from 2:15pm in the Hall.  The  
assemblies are led by some of our Senior students and are an opportunity for us 
to get together and celebrate our successes. We’d love you to attend if you can. 
 

Parent/Whanau Help in the Classes 

We are so lucky to have such a supportive community. There are many opportunities to lend a 
hand and we really value the time people offer us. 
 

If you have can offer assistance the classroom teachers by doing designated tasks that enhance 
the learning opportunities for all children please have a read of our PARENT/WHANAU  
HELPER PROCEDURE (also on our website) and contact the class teachers to discuss 
how you can help.   
 

We are currently on the lookout for people who are willing to be trained by Leonie, our 
librarian, on covering new library books. Once trained this is a job that can be done at 
any time. If you are interested please make contact with her library@th.school.nz or 
myself. 

Home & School Meetings 

Please join us at Ruth Pretty’s Cafe this Friday morning (after hui) for the first meeting of 
the year. This is open to everyone and it is an excellent way to meet new people and to get  
involved in fundraising activities throughout the year. The Home and School are a group of 
friendly and welcoming parents and are always keen to have new people join the group. 
 

If you can’t make that meeting on Friday 1st March the Home and School group are having a 
welcome to new whānau and information morning tea on the deck after hui. Pop along to find 
out what Home & School are all about, plans for the year, how you can help and support, and 
have a lovely nibble or two and a cuppa! 
 

Initiatives Register 

It is important for our school community to be involved in the development of the school, as you 
have a vested interest in how the school develops in the future. If you have an idea or a project 
that will enhance the school environment, please submit your idea/plan through our initiatives 
register, either online on the school website or by obtaining a form from the school office. A copy 
of the register can also be found on the school website if you would like to see what is currently 
being planned. 
 

Updates of Information 

It is a good time to ensure we have the current and correct following information; 

 Any medical needs and conditions (any medicine we need to administer at school needs 
 to be on record) 

 Current contact details for parents/caregivers and emergency contacts 

 Current address 
Please email or call the Office to let us know of any updates. office@th.school.nz 

Photos—Date change for class photos 
Winkie Photography will again be doing the school photos this year.  Class 
photos Monday 11th March with catch ups Monday 18th March.   

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MJ8yaVEn-D9wpOH5I7nIHKs6Gc6MYSqLbfBWeeb2OhA/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MJ8yaVEn-D9wpOH5I7nIHKs6Gc6MYSqLbfBWeeb2OhA/edit
mailto:library@th.school.nz
mailto:office@th.school.nz


 

Individuals Thursday 14th March with catch ups Thursday 21 March.  Forms will come 
home with your children indicating your interest, no payment needed until proofs are sent home 
for you to choose from.  PLEASE NOTE class photo dates have changed to the two Mondays 
due to a lot of children being away at HOY (Horse of the year). 
 
Ōtaki Foodbank 
We have received a card from the Ōtaki Foodbank thanking us for the contribution you made to 
them before Christmas.  To quote ‘It’s a privilege to receive your donations’.  Thank you to  
everyone who made this possible. 
 

Communication 

At Te Horo School we are committed to maintaining a happy and supportive environment for all 
our Students, Staff and Parents. To this end we welcome your Concerns and Complaints and will 
work with you to resolve any matters quickly and thoroughly. 

Our Concerns and Complaints Procedure can be read in detail here.  

To summarise - If you have a concern in the first instance, please address it to the relevant staff 
member. Then, if needed, the Principal. If, the concern has not been resolved by either the  
relevant staff member or the Principal, or it involves the Principal or Board, it should be  
addressed to the Board. You now have a Complaint. Complaints addressed to the Board should 
be in writing to the Board Chairperson. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Ngā mihi nui, 
Michelle Tate 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nBz0wkhaJSl0wTR9QGHMKi5uIyU9Xmvr3G-ZDXr_0VE/edit?usp=sharing


Welcome back to school. We hope you all had a wonderful holiday and are excited about the 
year ahead. 
 
Our first Board meeting of the year was held on Monday. It was lovely to have our new Principal, 
Michelle, with us for her 1st meeting at Te Horo School. The focus of our meeting was finalising 
the Strategic Goals for the next 3 years. As well as this we discussed and our budget for 2019, 
student account management, the new classroom build and our Governance plans for the 
year.  It will be wonderful to have the new classrooms complete and we are on track for this to 
happen by the end of Term 1! 
 
With respect to the student accounts there is still over $2000 outstanding from accounts last 
year. Adele has spent hours trying to encourage parents to pay these but unfortunately several 
are still outstanding. Please if you owe money to the school could you pay it urgently. If you are 
unable to pay it then please pop into the Office and discuss it with us. 
 

The first invoice for our 2019 accounts will be sent very soon.  Thank you to everyone who has 
already paid into the school account, it is much appreciated.  A second invoice will be sent  
mid-year.  The first invoice will be for the voluntary donation and the stationery cost for the year. 
Once we finalise our activity plan (swimming, gym, shows, etc) and associated costs, we will  
invoice all these in the second invoice mid-year.  In past years we have invoiced each activity 
separately and this year we are trying to simplify things for you (and us!). 
 

There are three payment options for the first invoice; 
1. Full payment 
2. Payment in instalments 

3. Payment via direct debit of $5 or more per week into the school account starting now. 
When this reaches beyond the first invoiced amount this will accumulate into a credit that 
will go towards the second invoice. 

 
Finally there are Board of Trustee elections in June this year. More information will be available 
very shortly but please give thought as to whether you would like to be part of the Governance 
team of the school. It is interesting and rewarding and a great way to contribute to your chil-
dren’s school. If you would like to chat please call the School Office for my details. 
 
Enjoy the sunshine and see you next month. 
 
Vicki Upshon 

Board Chairperson. 

Health and Safety - Visitor information 
A reminder to please sign the visitors book that is in the School Office if you are in 
school.  This is a two second job and a requirement in line with our Health and 
Safety guidelines.  Thank you. 



Friday 22 February   Home & School Meeting at 9.15 at Ruth Pretty's 
Tuesday 26 February  Senior Triathlon at Waikanae 
Thursday 28 February  Ōtaki Schools’ touch module 
Friday 1 March    Home & School Committee Welcome morning tea for new  
     members at 9.15 on the hui deck 
Monday 11 March   Class photos 
Thursday 14 March   Class photos catch up 
Monday 18 March   Individual photos   
Thursday 21 March   Individual photos catch up 
Friday 12 April   End of Term One 
 
Monday 29 April   Start of Term Two 
Friday 5 July    End of Term Two 
 
Monday 22 July   Start of Term Three 

Saturday 7 September Paddy's Mart  
Friday 27 September  End of Term Three 
 
Monday 14 October   Start of Term Four 
Friday 20 December  End of Term Four at 12:30pm 

Interested in finding out more about your Home and School Committee? 
 
Whether you’d like to become a member or just find out how you can help us help your child’s 
school. 
 
Join us, Friday 1

st
 March, on the deck after Hui (or in the school hall if the weather doesn’t per-

mit) 
for an informal morning tea (preschoolers welcome). 
 
RSVP: by 22 February, appreciated (for catering purposes) but not essential.   
 
Email:  Shelley Mecoy   - homeandschoolchair@th.school.nz or 
  Angela Gadsby - homeandschooltreasurer@th.school.nz 

Help with Transport Needed 
We have a new Mandarin Language Assistant starting next Wednesday.  Zemei is here from  
China for the year and will be coming into Te Horo School each Wednesday to help with the 
teaching of Mandarin in the Year 5-8 classes.    
Zemei will be living in Ōtaki while she is here, and requires transport home from school on a 
Wednesday afternoon.  If there is anyone who is able to drive her home on Wednesdays, it 
would be appreciated.  If you are able to help, can you please contact either Rebecca Thomsen 
r.thomsen@th.school.nz or Lauren Smith lsmith@th.schoool.nz     
Thanks. 

mailto:homeandschoolchair@ths.school.nz
mailto:homeandschoolchair@ths.school.nz


 

Sponsors 

  iglaze glass & glazing services ltd 

          Simon Heazlewood 
        NZQA Accredited Master Glazier 

                   021 211 1770  
 For all your glass requirements 

 Flat Glass 

 Mirrors 

 Splashbacks 

 Showers 

 Aluminium maintenance 
 Any other glass requirements  please ask 

For information go to  
www.funzone.co.nz 
or con tact us on  
0800 543 9696.  

 

The price is $15.  If you are 
interested in purchasing this 
beautiful oil please pay on 
line, and bring proof of  
payment in with you for  
collection to the School  
Office.   
Bank account number is:  
12-3226-0002248-00  (ASB)  

http://www.funzone.co.nz


 

CELEBRATE NEIGHBOURS DAY AOTEAROA with an OVER THE FENCE CUPPA! 
This year marks the 10th anniversary of Neighbours Day Aotearoa, and in Kāpiti we’re celebrating! 
Getting to know your neighbours better is a great way to help build stronger, happier and more  
resilient communities. 
Invite your neighbours for an ‘Over the Fence Cuppa’ and KCDC will support you with ideas,  
resources and a goodie pack to help you create a fun get-together in your neighbourhood. 
Find out more at: www.kapiticoast.govt.nz/neighboursday 

http://www.kapiticoast.govt.nz/neighboursday


 
 

"The GO Club is here! A STEM group for girls ages 5-12 in Paraparaumu, exploring Science, 
Tech, Engineering and Maths in a fun, safe and supportive environment. From LEGO to slime, 
we've got fun covered! We have our December and January Holiday Program info online now 
and are already taking books for our After School Club, Term 1 2019! Hurry, groups are limited to 
just 16 girls! 
For more info and to book now at  www.enrolmy.com/the-go-club 

WAIKANAE JUNIOR RUGBY CLUB REGISTRATIONS are open for 2019. Register online 
at www.sporty.co.nz/waikanaerugbyclub and join us at a clubroom registration day - Sat 23 Feb 
& Sat 2 March 10am-12pm or Wed 27 Feb 6-7pm. All welcome but U8 grade up must attend to 
weigh in. $50 per child and $80 for 2 or more. A new grade of Rippa rugby available for U8 & U9 
players who do not wish to play tackle. Please contact Jane 021 836056 or Jaime 027 2559910 
with any queries.  

http://www.enrolmy.com/the-go-club
http://www.sporty.co.nz/waikanaerugbyclub

