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Kia Ora Koutou Parents, Whānau and Children, 
 

The horrific events in Christchurch last Friday have brought to the fore many 
feelings for people, especially the Muslim families in our wider community and 
others with connections in Christchurch, and the want to keep ourselves and 
others safe and protected. 
 
The local Secondary Schools are stopping for 1 minutes silence at 1:39pm this coming Friday, 
followed by a waiata/haka to aid their students in their processing of the events as older students 
can benefit from taking action in such situations. 
Here at school we, have taken the Ministry's and experts advice to; 

 Provide reassurance and security by keeping to routines 

 Stay calm and promote a calm environment 

 Take the time to talk and listen when children talk to us 

I came across a great article “How to Talk to Your Kids About Trauma” that is on the Parenting 
Place website. It begins 

“When the world is struck with a catastrophic event, the instinct to shield our children from 
the effects of it is completely understandable. We want them to grow up believing that the 
world is good and geared in their favour. We also want them to feel safe, and avoiding a 
discussion isn’t necessarily the way to make this happen. Older kids will know when  
something big has happened, whether you’re the one who tells them or not. Knowing 
something has happened, but not having anybody to explain things, is really scary. We all 
need context and assurance and it’s the facts that provide this. They need to understand 
the situation or news in terms of what it means to them and their own safety and  
well-being. All kids are different. They need different information to feel safe, they look for 
a different level of detail and they are impacted by different parts of the story. Nobody 
knows your kids better than you do, so it’s important to manage the conversation based 
on who they are, what they already know, and what it means for them.” 

 

It then goes on to give some useful advice as they grapple with the thought “What about me, 
what does this mean?” 

 Let them know that what they’re feeling makes sense 

 Help them to put it in context and know that people are working hard to make sure that it 
 will never happen again. 

 Be available - let them know that they can come to you with questions, feelings, ideas and 
 thoughts, and that nothing is off-limits. 

 Let them see your compassion, empathy, and resilience 

 It’s okay not to have the answers they’re asking for 

 Remind them of the goodness in the world 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Welcome to New Students & Whānau 

This week we welcome Loki Lennon & Ally Moore-Jones to 
Room 1 as they start their school journey with us, and Taurus 
Tumoana who has joined the us in the Senior block. 
 

Te Horo School Vision & Values 

Below you can see Room 5 being good TEAM PLAYERS and actively working together for  
positive outcomes. 

 
 

They showed that they were able to cooperate, compromise and support decisions while  
working with the bee bots to programme the robots in the right direction. They created mazes for 
the bee bots once they were more confident. 
Tumeke, Room 5! 

School Athletics 

This is on Tuesday 26th March starting at 9.15am. All students are  
involved and all parents are welcome to come and support. In fact, the 
teachers like parental help running events so haere mai whānau. 
 

The Ōtaki Schools Athletics Competition will be the following Tuesday 2nd 
of April for Years 4-8. Just because a students wins an event at our school 
athletics does not mean they will be selected for this event. We usually 
take students who can compete in a number of events over the course of 
the day. Students attending will be notified after our school event. 

 
 

This year’s 40 Hour Famine will be held on the weekend of 7-9 June. 
If you are interested in organising it, please get in touch. 
 

Netball and Hockey Registration 

All registrations need to be in by THIS FRIDAY please, so we can organise teams, coaches and 
register players. 
Google forms have been sent by email over the last 3 weeks. 
 

When Te Horo School selects teams we take a number of things into account, but our main  
focus is making sport fun for everyone who plays. We do not want a strong team and another 
team that struggles every week. We want every student who plays to get a fair and equal 
amount of playing time, no matter what their skill level and ability. Please take this into account 
when the teams come out later in the term. 
 
Online Safety 

As part of our ongoing programmes at school teachers are working with the students on being 
both online savy and safe. The online world brings many opportunities and options to our kids, 
and sometimes as parents we aren’t always aware of things that could go awry or put our kids in 
danger until they happen. I recently found a great site that put things simply - explaining what 
specific apps or services are, and offer, the age restrictions, the risks, and how to help  
safeguard use. This website has a information on a number of popular apps and services. 
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/resources/platform-guides/ 
 

This week I’m sharing the instagram one with you, as despite the 13+ age restriction I know 
many children have access to it. 

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/resources/platform-guides/


 



Garden Club 

Adele Neville, Mike O’Malley and Maree Boyer have all done a 
stirling job setting up and keeping our Garden Club running, and are 
now looking for other adult volunteers to take this on. We ideally 
need a small group of adult helpers to work together with the  
students.  If you are interested please make contact with  
office@th.school.nz 
 
It involves; meeting with the children one lunch time a week, planning the  
planting of the gardens, and working in with technology to try and grow  
vegetables that they would use in their cooking.  Keeping all the beds and the surrounds weed 
free, and ensuring the chickens are fed and their house clean. 
 
Head lice 

We have had a number of cases of head lice in school lately. Anyone can 
get head lice. It doesn't matter how clean or dirty a person's hair is. Head 
lice spread by crawling from one person's hair to another's, usually  
between people who are in close contact, such as family or school  
classmates. 
  
To assist us in the prevention of head lice spreading please ensure you 
check your child/ren’s hair often, at least once a week. Scratching, scratch 

marks or a rash can be a sign that your child has head lice. But not all children complain of itchy 
heads. At least once a week, check the scalp for head lice insects and eggs,  
especially: 

 around the hairline at the back of the neck 

 behind the ears 

 on the crown (top of the head) 
  
If you find head lice or eggs, you will need to treat them and please let us know so we can send a 
letter home with further details on treatment to your child’s class. 
  

Ngā mihi nui, 
Michelle Tate 

mailto:office@th.school.nz


March already, Week 7 of the term and before we know it school holidays will be here. Where did 
the time go? The Board met on Tuesday this week and it was great to hear reports on all the  
progress being made.  
 
Our Strategic Plan for the next 3 years is complete and on the website if you have a few minutes 
to take a look. There are some exciting areas of development including embedding our new  
Vision into the school culture, new community engagement projects, regeneration of our bush 
reserve and development of the property portfolio. Our annual student achievement goals are 
also part of the Strategic Plan and can be viewed there.  
 
As mentioned previously the Board is committed to maximising student achievement for every 
student at Te Horo School. We have made significant allocations in the 2019 budget above and 
beyond our Government grants to support our teachers with this. Two initiatives are extra funding 
to allow us to have 10 teachers and hence reduce class sizes significantly below other publically 
funded schools and increasing teacher aide hours to support learning. We are in the fortunate 
position that the Board has a strong financial position to allow us to do this. 
 
The new classroom build is nearing completion and things are well on track for classes starting in 
there day one of term 2. We will not have to move Room 6 into the Hall whilst the new building is 
attached to it as this will happen over a weekend.  
 
Three new Initiatives have been added to the Initiatives Register and can be viewed on the  
website. Work will be done to evaluate these opportunities and look at how they align with our 
school vision and strategic plans. Thank you for all the great ideas that are coming forward from 
our community. 
 
Our hearts go out to all the communities in Christchurch devastated by recent events. Please be 
reassured that we have revisited our own emergency and lockdown procedures and staff are 
very well versed in these.  
 
Take care, keep safe and cherish the community we are so lucky to be a part of. 
See you next month 
 

Paid Union Meetings 

As a mark of respect for the 50 children, men and women murdered in Christchurch on Friday 
and to ensure schools and ECE services can focus on children and their needs, Paid Union 
Meetings for principals and teachers, that were due to occur thus Tuesday 19th and Thursday 
22nd, have been postponed. 
 

Vicki Upshon 

Board Chairperson 



Room 1  Congratulations to Olive Bellman for being a responsible and independent learner 
  in Room 1, and to Wade Albrecht for having the courage to take a risk with new  
  learning, always being brave enough to ‘have a go’.  Well done! 
 
Room 2 Aiden Beach for her good citizenship and using her initiative.  
  Livi Parker for her good citizenship, she is good to people and is always  
  smiling and being kind. 
 
Room 3 Well done William Gibbins for showing greater focus and commitment to your work. 
  Keep it up! 
  Thank you to Rosie Moore-Jones and Ava Porter for always being positive,  
  helpful and generous. You both model being good citizens to those around you.  
  Great work Klara Smith and Georgia Dunn who consistently work hard to manage 
  their time and complete tasks to a high standard.  
  Thank you to Matilida Jane Vinent for the calmness you bring to the classroom,  
  your reliability and your can do attitude. 
 
Room 4 Tino Pai Lachie Trounson and Abigail Upshon for being such great citizens in  
  Room 4. Lachie you have been using your initiative and your own time to ensure  
  that the chrome books are safely away and in order. Abigail you are a kind and  
  caring student whose warm smile makes others feel safe and welcome in Room 4. 
 
Room 5 Aimee Howell For being a good citizen in room 5 and showing that she cares 
  about others and how they feel, you show empathy and respect towards everyone 
  in our school, Keep it up! 
  Prairie Cudby for participating enthusiastically in everything you do and  
  persevering through some challenges in maths this week. Well done Prairie. 
  Ash Harker For using beautiful manners and managing yourself well in class. 
  Ka pai. 

Room 6 Harlow Fairhurst has demonstrated qualities of being a great citizen at Te  
  Horo. She cares for her friends and enthusiastically helps to clean up the  
  classroom at the end of the day. 
  Luka Glogowski has shown a dedicated work ethic during independent task 
  time. He has worked with focus to present a recount of the making and flying of our 
  kites, with creativity in the presentation of his completed work.  
 
Room 7 Hunter Crighton for being a Good Citizen.  Hunter demonstrates he has HEART 
  by showing respect and tolerance for other children, working well with a variety of 
  his classmates, and having a positive outlook and a sense of fun for all classroom 
  activities.  Well done Hunter. 
  Eva Simpson for being a Team Player.  Eva is engaged in her learning,  
  participates enthusiastically and has a positive attitude for all classroom activities. 
    She is supportive of other learners, and is developing positive relationships with her 
  classmates.  Keep up the great work Eva! 
 
Room 8 Liam Beazley for his willingness to try new things, he is putting effort into his 
  work even though he finds it challenging sometimes. He remains positive and  
  wants to get better. Well done Liam keep it going.  
  Charlotte Findlay for her bright cherry attitude to learning, she has adopted a 
  ‘can do’ attitude to all parts of her learning. She also displays perseverance when 
  faced with challenges. Great start to the year Charlotte - well done.  
 



Snr Room Henry Brown for the positive way you have started 2019. You demonstrate the key 
  qualities of a good citizen in your inclusiveness, as well as having a focused and  
  determined approach to your learning. 
  Frankie Elliott for taking responsibility for your own learning by managing yourself 
  and your time with maturity and focus. You also work effectively as a team member 
  of any group. 
  Preston Orchard You have approached 2019 with determination and enthusiasm.  
  You are putting effort into your work, and your fun, friendly and positive attitude to 
  school is appreciated by your peers. 
  Leo Pettigrew for working hard and striving to complete all of your tasks. 
  You are working well as part of the Senior Block, having a fun and friendly way of 
  making your way through each day. 
  Rosa Meyer for your focused approach to learning and your willingness to offer  
  your thoughts and opinions in class discussions. 
  Connor Bailey for a great half-term. You are putting effort into your independent  
  work, continuing to be curious about the world, and taking responsibility for  
  managing yourself and your time. 
 



The Home and School Committee AGM will be held on the 29th of March, 
9.15am, at Ruth retty's.  All welcome, if you can support us in any way we 
would love to see you there. 
 

Save the date - we are planning to hold a school and community mid-winter social 
event, in the form of a quiz night, on Saturday 25th May.  Please support your 
school and start planning your team.  Details to follow. 
 
Paddy's Mart (our school fair and major fundraiser) on 7th September may seem a long 
way off but this is the time of year when many of us have excess fruit and veges - please  
consider making jams/chutneys as these are always greatly appreciated on the preserves stall. 

 
The Te Horo School Equestrian Committee are holding their annual event 
on Wednesday the 10th April at the Levin Showgrounds and Home & 
School will be running a BBQ and selling home baked goods.  Can you 
help by doing some baking for us?  Cookies, muffins, slices anything that 
can be easily cut or sold as individual pieces.  These will need to be  
delivered to the School Office on Tuesday the 9th April. 
Thanking you in advance. 
 

The Home & School Committee  

Thursday 21 March   Individual photos catch up 
Friday 29th March   Home and School AGM 
Wednesday 3rd April  GRIP leadership Conference for Seniors in Palmerston North 
Wednesday 10th April  Home and School Equestrian event fundraiser in Levin 
Friday 12 April   End of Term One 
 
Monday 29 April   Start of Term Two 
Saturday 25th May   Home and School fundraiser—quiz night 
Friday 5 July    End of Term Two 
 
Monday 22 July   Start of Term Three 

Saturday 7 September Paddy's Mart  
Friday 27 September  End of Term Three 
 
Monday 14 October   Start of Term Four 
Friday 20 December  End of Term Four at 12:30pm 

Health and Safety - Visitor information 
A reminder to please sign the visitors book that is in the School Office if you are in 
school.  This is a two second job and a requirement in line with our Health and 
Safety guidelines.  Thank you. 



 



 

Sponsors 

  iglaze glass & glazing services ltd 

          Simon Heazlewood 
        NZQA Accredited Master Glazier 

                   021 211 1770  
 For all your glass requirements 

 Flat Glass 

 Mirrors 

 Splashbacks 

 Showers 

 Aluminium maintenance 
 Any other glass requirements  please ask 

For information go to  
www.funzone.co.nz 
or contact us on  
0800 543 9696.  

 

The price is $15.  If you are 
interested in purchasing this 
beautiful oil please pay on 
line, and bring proof of  
payment in with you for  
collection to the School  
Office.   
Bank account number is:  
12-3226-0002248-00  (ASB)  

http://www.funzone.co.nz


 

Waitohu School Gala 2019 
Sunday 7 April  

11am – 2pm 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  

QUICK 
FIRE 

RAFFLES 

 
VEGETABLES 
and PLANTS 

 
BOUNCY 
CASTLES  

 
FIREFIGHTERS 
CONFIDENCE 

COURSE 
CHALLENGE 

 

 
HOT DOGS 
SAUSAGES 
BURGERS 
LOLLIES 
CAKES 
DRINKS 

ETC 

   LIVE 
MUSIC 

WHITE 
ELEPHANT 

STALLS 

 

 
DIGGER 

DIGGING 

AND 
HEAPS 
MORE 



 

Our Springfree trampoline has a terminal problem in the frame. But the mat and net are in 
okay condition. The net needs a new zip, otherwise it's absolutely fine. 
 
If you have a large round springfree trampoline do you need a spare mat or net? 
Email me if you are keen   
minxpalmer@outlook.com 

Craft Garden April Holidays. From the 15th to 26th April 2019. Lots of craft, art and activities at St Pauls 
Anglican Church in Paraparaumu. $32.50 per child per day ONLY, family discount applies. OSCAR  
approved, WINZ subsidies available. To enrol visit www.craftgarden.co.nz or call 0800 272 385. 

Kapiti Equestrian & Vaulting Club 
Farm Club 
7-12 year-olds 
9am-3pm ($45 per day) 
Mon 15 - Thurs 18 April, Tues 23 - Friday 26 April 
 
5-6 year-olds welcome 
9am-12pm ($25 per day) 
Tuesday 16 & 23 April, Thursdays 18 & 25 April 
 
Please note Farm Club will not be running in the July  
holidays. 
Pony Camps 
Our Pony Camps are hugely oversubscribed, please book 
early to avoid disappointment. 
 
Advanced beginner : 
Mon 15 - Friday 19 April (Includes Good Friday) 
8 - 12 July 
Need to have had some previous riding experience. 
$380/week 
 
Beginners : 
Mon 22 - Fri 26 April (includes Easter Monday) 
15 - 19 July 
No experience needed. 
$380/week 
 
For bookings or more information, call 04 902 6108 or  
email office@kapitiequestrian.com  

mailto:keen...minxpalmer@outlook.com
http://www.craftgarden.co.nz/
tel:0800%20272%20385
mailto:office@kapitiequestrian.com


 





 


