
Mission Statement:  To be the school of choice for all primary 

aged children in the Te Horo and wider community. 

We welcomed back all the children and staff for 2009, 
and started the year with a roll of 101. 

Staffing 
We welcomed Mrs Lauren Smith as a permanent 
teacher to Te Horo School. Lauren is teaching in Room 
5 and brings lots of skills and expertise to the teaching 
team and school.  Margaret Wickens will be continuing 
as Reading Recovery Teacher this year.  

School Swimming 
The school swimming programme began in Week 2 
with all children being required to bring their togs every 
day, as aquatics is a compulsory component of the 
P.E. syllabus.   Y4, 5 and 6 pupils swam at Haruatai 
Pool in Otaki over a period and this culminated in our 
swimming sports which were held on Monday 23rd 
March.  A great afternoon, with Yellow club being the 

winners on the day.  The parents won the swimming 
relay! with Andrew Rider, Peter Leckie, Damon Wyman 
and Tim Scott.  Well done, teachers are now in hard 
out training for next year. 

First Contact Evening 
A 'First Contact' evening was again held but this year 
we used a revised format.  The purpose of this contact 
was to establish a rapport between parents and  
teachers and open dialogue that would enhance   
the education of the child and help parents to become 
familiar with the programmes and culture of each  
classroom.   The parents/caregivers completed an  
individual questionnaire for each child and this  
information will allow the teacher to establish a better 
insight into the needs of the child from a parent's  
perspective.  The teachers held an ’informal’ meeting in 
their classroom where parents and caregivers learnt 
about the expectations of the teacher, the  
programmes, and the class routines and also  
questioned and discussed any classroom issues that 
may be relevant to all parents.   
All families were invited to the school at 5:30p.m.for a 
B.Y.O. picnic style tea. The swimming pool was open 
for swimming and sports equipment made available. 
The Home & School Association supplied tea, coffee 
and juice for the children.  A welcome took place at 
6:15 where staff, school leaders, Board of Trustees 
and Home & School members were introduced. The 
school students gave a “Line Dancing” demonstration 
with later parent participation.  This evening proved to 
be a huge success, enjoyed  by all, and now there is 
the possibility of getting a line dancing group going on 
a Friday evening. 

E.R.O. Visit 
Two reviewers from the Education Review Office  
conducted a Supplementary Review of the school  
during Monday 16th to Wednesday 18th February. 
They reviewed the progress of the school since the last 
review in November 2007 and assessed how we have  
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addressed and actioned the identified recommendations.  
The staff and Board of Trustees are looking forward to a 
positive and successful review and report which is due out 
shortly. 

Teacher Only Day 
We held a Teacher Only Day on Friday 20th March where 
the staff were involved in a workshop studying higher 

thinking skills strategies/Solo Taxonomy. 
Water Theme Day 
A Water Theme Day was held during the lunch interval on 
Thursday 26 February. Children had loads of fun with their 
friends and teachers. Slippery slides were used.  

Progress and Achievement Tests 
There is a wealth of data gathering being done by the 
teachers to ascertain student achievement levels in  
literacy and numeracy.  The Year 3 to 6 students have  
been tested on listening tests and the Year 4 to 6 on  
Reading Vocabulary, Reading Comprehension and 
Mathematics. The PATs are nationalised tests which give 
a standardised result enabling teachers to assess the 
achievement level of each student compared to his/her 
peers. This is valuable when reporting school-wide 
achievement to the Board of Trustees and Ministry of  
Education.  Teachers are also gathering writing  
samples to be used with our professional development 
assessment focus using a Ministry of Education  
assessment tool called AsTTLE. This will upskill teachers 
to effectively assess students’ writing and assist  
moderation across the school. 

Classroom bits and pieces 
The whole school are studying land use in the local area 
and the changes within Te Horo.  Room 3 took digital  
photos to compare the old with the new all around the 
school.  
Rooms 5 and 7 enjoyed a long walk around Te Horo on 
Tuesday 3rd March taking photographs along the way. A 
big thank you to all of those parents who joined the 
classes and to Mick Blackburne for allowing them to walk 
across his farm. Room 7 thanked Poppa Jim (Jasmine 
Edwards Grandad – the wood turner from Lindale) for 
coming in to talk to them about wood carving. The  
students found out lots of information and all had a turn at 
carving some wood. They had a  thoroughly enjoyable 
morning.  
A big thank you to Betty Epsom, Andrew Faith, Kate Gibbs 
and Joe Walker for coming to talk to Rooms 5 and 7 about 
land use in Te Horo. 

Home and School Association 
Home and School is the fundraising arm of Te Horo 
School and the ever hard working Home and School sent  



out an invitation to all parents/caregivers to join the  
committee in a cup of coffee and catch up.  This was a 
great chance to meet new faces and to find out what’s 
happening at our fantastic school.  The Home and 
School are always trying to recruit new members, as 
the saying goes ‘many hands make light work’.  They 
held their AGM on Tuesday 10th March and welcomed 
many new committee members. 
The committee this year is as follows:  

President - Jacqui Simpson 
Secretary - Bobbie McPhee  

Treasurer - Jacqui Shearman  
with Sonja Matla, Kelly Meyer, Shelley Fitzgerald, 
Kellie Mears, Chris Brown, Anne Herrington, Alison 
Joss, Amy and Shaun Edwards, Rachel Nolan, Debbie 
Allan, Kylie Morete, Susanne McCardle and Diane 
Marshall. 
They are looking forward to working closely alongside 
the Board of Trustees in 2009 to help them achieve 
their vision for the school. This means all fundraising 
will link into projects which are a part of the strategic 
plan and which will make our school a better place for 
our children.  
They are pleased to report that new sports uniforms 
are being purchased by Home and School so that 
sports teams can represent Te Horo School looking 
great. 
Further projects are in the pipeline such as 
Trail Bike Ride                        - 3rd of May 
Small Farmers Field Day        - 23rd of May 
Paddy’s Mart                          - 12th of September 
Also - although it is a long way away - the annual 

school fair - Te Horo School Country Fair, also 

known as Paddy's Mart - will take place on Saturday 
12 September.  It's an event not to be 
missed!   Through the year there are plans for a quiz 
night or two and a dance as social events for the 
school and wider community.  
Sonja Matla was thanked for her work as President 
over the past two years.  The new President looks  
forward to a great year ahead with the enthusiastic, 
highly skilled and hard-working committee of 2009.  
Home and School would like to thank Jackie and 
Trevor Crowe for their very kind donation of fresh  
locally grown pears for the school to sell. 

Crosscountry 
Now that swimming has finished we have been  
focussing on crosscountry running. Students have 
been training each day. Our school crosscountry event 
was held  on Wednesday 8 April, with Blue club being 
the winners. We held our event earlier this year so that 
we could be prepared with team selection for the Otaki 
Schools Crosscountry to be held in week 2 of term 2 on 
Tuesday 5 May. 

Language lessons 
This term has seen the trial of a beginners Spanish 
class consisting of 8 students aged from 5 to 7, on  
Friday afternoons taught by Jacqui Simpson.  This 
class is extra-curricular so does incur a fee, although 
does run in school time.  In term 2 it is proposed to look 
at extending this to 2 classes which would last 40  
minutes and probably run on a Friday.  Jacqui Simpson 
is offering beginners Spanish or French depending on  

the interest.  

Scholastic Books 
Bobbie McPhee, one of our hardworking parents, runs 
the Scholastic book club and over time the children  
have ordered over $1000 worth of books which has given 
us about $200 worth of new books for our library.  We 
are very grateful to Bobbie as every bit of extra money 
we can get for the school is gratefully accepted. 

Term 1 show 
On Tuesday 7th April we enjoyed the wonderful Bob  
Bickerton.  Bob performed in the school hall and gave us 
an entertaining music/theatre production that explored 
the differences between urban and rural children's life  
experiences.  Bush creek was a multi-discipline music 
theatre piece written especially for primary/intermediate 
age students.  It followed the story of an urban child as 
he/she visits a small rural New Zealand community and 
discovers the differences between urban and rural  
childhood experiences.  Suitable for both rural and  
urban schools, this highly entertaining presentation 
weaved an often humourous yarn about New Zealand 
rural life and the daily experiences of country kiwi kids. 
Students learnt how to make their own instruments and 
were encouraged to form a band.  Students participated 
through singing and volunteers were invited to act and 
dance.  We were joined by Manakau School. 

Otaki Hunting and Fishing thanked 
Susanne McCardle and David Bird for their hard work 
selling food at a clay shoot on Sunday 222nd March. This 
effort raised a donation of $200 to the Home and School 
Association for their help which was received with 
thanks. 

Teaching our Children to Save 
At Te Horo School we are encouraging the children to 
start up a savings account through the ASB bank in 
Paraparaumu.  When the children opens their account 
they get a pack of goodies, ie a Kashin money box, a  
calculator in the shape of Kashin the elephant, some 
stickers, a savings diary and a $5 kickstart voucher.   
This savings scheme has been well supported by the 
students. 

Music Tutors 
If there is anyone out there who would like to become 
involved in our afternoon music programme next term we 
are looking for a keyboard, recorder and music  
Appreciation tutor.  These are paid positions, for one 
hour each Thursday.  If you are at all interested please 
give Yemma Barsanti a call on 04 902 3799 or email her 
on yemma.barsanti@paradise.net.nz. 
 
 
 


