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Kia Ora Parents, Caregivers and Whanau, 
 
The end of the year is drawing closer and we have just over a week remaining before the  
Christmas holidays. School is continuing to be a busy and vibrant place for our students.  The 
Year 5’s are off to Palm Grove Camp today until the end of the week and we wish them well.  I 
look forward to spending the day with them tomorrow. 
 
Thank you to Mrs Barsanti and Mrs Allcock for providing camps for our students.  Teachers 
spend many hours planning camps; the programme, safety forms/managing risk, meals,  
budgets, accommodation, transport, gear and equipment lists.  This is all of the pre camp work, 
however the real work is actually on camp and being responsible for other people’s children for 
24 hours a day.  I commend all teachers for running school camps as the outcomes and  
memories for students last for a life time and they are always a very exciting time.  It is great to 
see children in different environments, supporting each other, challenging themselves and  
having fun! 
 
Thank you also to the parents who helped out on camps, your continued support is vital! 
 
Last week I spent several exciting days in Wellington with our Year 6’s.  I have heard about our 
‘famous City Camp’ for many years (my nephew and niece attended a few years back).  The 
camp definitely lived up to my expectations! Thank you to Mrs Bee for organising this amazing 
experience for the students.  As well as living in the city (Tory Street) they caught buses, trains, 
went to a restaurant and Circa Theatre, played lazar force, dived and swum in the harbour, 
caught the cable car and Days Bay ferry, leapt off 10 meter diving boards, kayaked, rock climbed 
and roller bladed.  They packed a lot into 4 days! Thank you to Jacqui Shearman, Shelley  
FitzGerald, Kellie Mears and Trevor Alvey who were the camp parents. 
 
Coastlands Christmas Carols 
Well done to the children who sang their hearts out yesterday at Coastlands.  You were a credit 
to our school and it was wonderful to hear your voices and see your joy for singing.  I overheard 
an elderly man saying ‘this school can really sing!’  Thanks to our many parent helpers who  
assisted with transport. 
 
Christmas at Te Horo School 
Thank you to the Home and School for arranging the weather and putting on an awesome  
afternoon last Saturday.  The school looked fabulous and there was a great atmosphere as  
people picnicked on the field, relaxed and enjoyed listening to the many talented performers.  
Well done to all of our students who sang and dance and especially to Peyton Morete who  
performed a great solo!!  It was a relaxed afternoon and a nice way to wind into the busy  
Christmas period.  Special thanks must go to Kapiti Cheeses who donated wonderful cheeses 
for this event  and who are very supportive towards Te Horo School. 



Class Lists 2011 
These have been displayed since Monday.  There may still be a few adjustments to classes, 
however most of the classes will remain as recorded.  If you have any further questions please 
speak to me. 
 
Prize Giving Wednesday 15 December 6:00-7:00pm 
Please join us next Wednesday for our prize giving in the Te Horo Community Hall.  We are  
encouraging students to wear their uniform please.  Cups and certificates will be awarded to  
students and we will be acknowledging students and families who are leaving. The hall is pre 
booked for Zumba classes at 7:30pm so we are aiming to have the evening completed by 
7:00pm.  See you there! 
 
Fly Fishing 
The Year 7’s, Mrs Smith and I had a fun day at the Wellington fly fishing Club last Wednesday.  
Each student caught 2 trout and had the option of taking the fish home for dinner!  They were 
also shown how to fillet a trout and were given some good hints on ways to cook trout.  Thank 
you to our parent transport helpers and to the Wellington and Kapiti Fly Fishing Clubs and 
to Charlie Meyer from Hunting and Fishing, great fun! 
 
Year 7 Technology 
Last week Mr Neville worked with the Year 7 students in the swimming pool area to erect 2 new 
bench seats (one was from the old Millard Stand!) and painting the outside wall to the pool.  This 
has improved the pool area greatly and we await the new fence to be installed over the holidays 
which will complete the pool area.  Again many thanks to First Sovereign for giving the school a 
grant to cover this cost.  
 
Thank you to Michelle Cooper who has repainted the pool rules sign, it looks great! 
 
A reminder that pool keys are now available for purchase for the summer period for $50 or for 5 
hours of ‘Timebank’ time if you join up. The pool is now full and will be ready to use in asap.  Just 
call into the School Office with your money and a key will be issued to you. 
 
Portfolios 
The end of year portfolios will be going home on Monday.  This is a culmination of the year  
learning.  They include; 
Graphs reporting progress and achievement against the National Standards (Benchmarks) in 
Literacy and Numeracy (Year 1 and above) 
Relevant test scores-PAT, Spelling 
Samples of student learning  
Self and Peer assessment 
Numeracy ‘knowledge’ information  
Self management/social development 
Student reflections on their learning and goal setting 
Photos  
Samples of Topic work 
Teacher comments and next learning steps  
 
We have refined and modified aspects of the portfolios which were new this year.  We hope that 
you find them informative.  We believe that they are an excellent record of learning for the year.  
Thank you to the teachers for your work in preparing the portfolios and to the support staff who 
helped put them together. 
 
Staff news 
Congratulations to Mrs Allcock who has been accepted onto the NAAP (National Aspiring  



Principals Programme) for 2011.  Nicki will complete a year long programme of course work and 
a 2 day national residential hui during the April Holidays. The programme is funded by the MOE 
and we are thrilled that Nicki has been accepted! 
Congratulations to Mrs McHugo who has passed her university papers and now has a  
postgraduate Dip in Literacy.  Allie has been working on this throughout the year and it is  
wonderful that she has achieved her goal.  Special thanks to Jacqui Simpson who relieved in 
Room 1 every Thursday so Allie could have study leave. 
 
Bon Voyage Mrs Barsanti 
We bid an early farewell to Mrs Barsanti who leaves on Friday for the UK and USA during the  
holidays.  She is looking forward to catching up with her son and future daughter in law in ‘sunny’ 
Scotland over Christmas!  Thank you for your teaching, energy and commitment this year, have 
a safe and happy trip! 
 
CCC 
Thank you to those who attended the final CCC (Coffee and Chat with Craig) morning tea today.  
I have enjoyed these sessions, enjoyed the discussions and found them extremely useful.  I look 
forward to kicking these off again next year! 
 
Toys, puzzles and blocks 
Do you have any surplus jigsaw puzzles, blocks, games, dolls, toys, trains etc that are in  
reasonable condition?  We are restocking our developmental area of the junior classrooms for 
2011 and would appreciate any donations.   
 
Special thanks 
We would like to sincerely thank the anonymous donor who gave the school $150.00 to go  
towards our gardens.  This is much appreciated and the money will be used wisely. 
 
Craig Vidulich 
Principal 
 
Last thoughts…. 
 
'Home is the first school for us all, a school with no fixed curriculum, no quality control, no  
examinations, no teacher training' Charles Handy 

Students of the Week 

Room 1 Bria FitzGerald for sharing and caring. 

Room 4 Reuben Willetts for his progress and efforts in learning.    

Room 3 Ethan Mackay for making a huge effort in remembering to use manners in  
  the class and for using great reading skills. 

Room 2 Ezra O'Brien for trying very hard with his reading.       

Room 7 Tessa McPhee for being enthusiastic about all year 4 activities in the last  
  week and for being a great helper.  

Room 8 All of Room 8 for helping Mrs Bee so much this week with moving into the new 
  classroom for 2011. 

Room 5 All of Room 5 for being lovely.  
    

CONGRATULATIONS! 



 Coming Events 

SWEETMANS 
MOBILE  
TUTORING 
SERVICE  Anne Sweetman 

Individual Tuition for 5-14 yr olds 
All Basic Subjects 

FREE ASSESSMENT 
13 Brandon Street  06 364 6114 
Otaki    027 449 617 

 

Kitchens  

& furn i ture l td  

    64 Te Roto Rd, Otaki. 5560. E. kitchensandfurniture@ihug.co.nz 

 Phone: 0800 750 500 Fax: 06 364 7119   

Des ign-manufacture- ins t i l lat ion 

Free measure & quote 
Renovations, new homes, Stairs, one off furniture. 
Solid timber, Melamine, Painted finishes. 
We can draw plans or work from yours 

We will use any medium you want, to create an 
individual product to enhance your home. 

4th December Christmas Carols at School 3:00-7:00pm 
7th December Choir item at Coastlands 11:00am 
   Vision hearing Screening 1:00pm 
8th December Cake Decorating for adults with Sue Gundesen in the school hall 6:00pm. 
8th-10th December Year 5 camp Palm Grove 
13th December Portfolios go home 
   Board of Trustees meeting 7:30pm in the board room. 
14 December Rooms 1,2,3,4 and 7 end of year outing to Makahika, Levin 
15th December Prizegiving 6:00-7:00pm at the Community Hall 
17th December End of term—SCHOOL CLOSES 12:30PM 
2nd February Term 1 2011 

Kittens to give away  3 black  1 tabby.  Ready to go week of the 20th 
Dec, 4 weeks old now.  Phone Bronia on 364 2154 or 0274306281 

Otaki Athletics Club are hosting a fundraiser on Saturday, 11 December 2010 
from 1.00–3.00pm.  Buy, Sell & Swap for Bikes of all shapes & sizes, trikes, 
baby buggies & scooters.  At the Waitohu School Hall, Te Manuao Road, Otaki 
If it has wheels & takes human effort to move it we want YOU to get it moving - 
out of the shed!  Dust it off & bring it along to SELL, SWAP or DONATE.   
Or just come along to grab yourself or your child a bargain, just in time for 
Christmas.  Experience bike technician available for FREE assessment for 
bikes needing a little TLC to get them safe & roadworthy. 
Registration Fee for sellers - $5.00 for up to three items.   
Proceeds to Otaki Athletics Club.  Prices to be agreed by both parties, all  
proceeds are the seller’s to keep.  Enquiries & to arrange collection of donated 
items - Barbara Franks – PHN: 364 7711 or 027 485 8888.   
Proceeds from the sale of donated items on the day go to Otaki Athletics Club. 


