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Kia Ora Koutou Parents, Whānau and Children,
Te Horo School Vision & Values

These students took part in some great learning opportunities earlier in the week, demonstrating
their curiosity about the world, determination, being prepared to take risks and use their initiative.
They were investigating punctures and ways to repair them (with limited equipment provided, I
might add!). Look at the concentration on their faces!
Staff News

It is with sadness that Richard Bond has announced his decision to leave Te
Horo School in a full time capacity at the end of this year. This has not been
something he has come to without much deliberation and many sleepless nights.
It is an important decision for him and his family, as they adapt to recent
changes in their home life. Richard has been part of Te Horo School for 9 years
and is a highly valued and well respected member of the team. We are lucky that
we will be able to get him back in a part time capacity moving forth and keep in
touch. Richard has reiterated how he loves working here with all of us, and this decision was one
that puts him and his family first.
2020 Planning
It is that time of the year where we start looking towards planning for the next. We have received
our provisional staffing entitlement from the Ministry and are currently determining our class
sizes, year level structures and overall team structures for next year. This is never an easy job in
a school our size as each year group differs in size, ranging from 20-40 children! At this stage,
we are considering many different options, reviewing and evaluating the current structure and
will settle on the one that will best meet the needs of all learners given the cohort numbers and
also the best location for them to work in. We are not sure yet about the exact class make up
(e.g. Year 3/4 in one class, or in separate classes). We will be looking to advertise and interview
for new teachers early this Term. As soon as we have confirmed teachers and year levels, we
will let you know.
We will be continuing our focus on play based learning in Years 1-2, developing student choice
and voice in programmes across all Year Levels, and working collaboratively as teachers across
the school to provide learning opportunities and experiences. We have reflected and reviewed
the way in which each of the teams has been working collaboratively in 2019. Collaborative
teaching at Te Horo School in 2020 will have all children across the school placed in a ‘home
room’ with a ‘home room’ teacher who will take primary responsibility for their pastoral and
learning needs. They will also have planned opportunities to work with other teachers and
children from other classes during the day/week for parts of their programme. In this way we can

ensure children have a ‘first point of call teacher’ balanced with the opportunity to learn from and
with other teachers as those teachers use their strengths and passions. For those familiar with
the Senior Block, this will be a slight change to the current model.
Community Engagement Survey
We had 59% of our families respond to this survey and gave us some good information about
how we are communicating, consulting and engaging with the community. The majority of people who responded felt welcome and able to approach staff. There were some ideas shared on
how to improve, in particular around smoothing out and streamlining communication methods,
reviewing the Student Led Learning Conferences, and profiling our Board members.
The Leadership Team and the Board have both reflected upon the responses and have decided
on the following actions;
 Review the reporting and Student Led Learning Conferences with teachers (content,
format, intention, requirements, timing, etc), looking at the community survey responses
together when doing this with a look to implementing any changes in 2020.
 Look at what goes in the newsletter and class/team newsletters and what is emailed,
consider the frequency and clarity of subject headings.
 Try a weekly “What’s on next week” email, fortnightly School newsletter, and occasional
updates on procedures.
 We are on the right track with our Cultural Competency work and content and need to
continue to improve this.
 Profile BOT members in the newsletter & include photos and contact email addresses.
 Clearly lay out the newsletter so the BOT messaging is seen and not overlooked.
Please view the summary pie graphs and collated statements here.
We are always keen to improve the way we do things, so please feel free to let us know if
something can be improved. The door is always open, and we welcome the opportunity to work
together on things!
125th Year Celebration Day
In 1893 Te Horo School opened after James Gear generously gave a
section of land to build a one roomed school. This would make 2018
the 125th year that Te Horo School was open. Last year was a
particularly busy one full of change for the school and this was
somehow overlooked. The staff, Board and Home and School
Committee have all agreed that they would like to acknowledge and
celebrate this significant event and as such we have set aside Friday
8th of November as a day of celebration. Please mark your diaries
and if you are interested in helping us plan for the day, or know
someone who is, please email michelle.tate@th.school.nz.
We are keen to invite past and present families and community members to this day - so please
help us and spread the word.

costs.

Teacher Only Day - Monday 18th November
Over the next 3 years, primary schools throughout New Zealand will
be able to close for up to eight Teacher Only Days without
lengthening the school year. This situation has come about with the
settlement of the Primary Teachers Collective Agreement in June/July
of this Year. The provision of these days enables the government and
teacher unions to address ‘workload issues’ without any extra salary

We are holding a Teacher Only Day on Monday 18th November in order for teachers to work
together on moderating judgements prior to end of year reports.
sKids are available for parent-funded childcare for the day. They will add a special day booking
on their system for care so parents can book at www.skids.co.nz. Full day $55 7.30am-6pm, or
short day $45 8.30am-3.30 pm.

Book Week and Scholastic Book Fair
Next week we are celebrating Book Week here at Te Horo School.
Leonie Patterson and Kerryann Holwill have worked with the staff
and students to plan a week full of fun activities, including;



STOP DROP & READ - where a bell is rung in each learning session and 10 minutes
reading time will then be had
 Roving Readers - Senior students will be reading stories to the juniors after hui each
morning (except Tuesday) and after lunch.
 Activities Days - on Monday and Friday. The activities will include such things as making
a WANTED poster of the most dastardly villain in favourite book, designing a new book
cover for a book, book week focussed word finds, and book reviews, etc.
 Dress Up Character Parade - This will be held after hui on Tuesday.
 Author’s Visit - Jacqui Simpson will visit Wednesday and take 2 half hour sessions - one
for the seniors where she will take about writing a short story and the publication process,
and one for the juniors where she will read and talk about her book “Ethan the
Incredible”.
 Book Trade Day - Wednesday afternoon with a separate time for seniors and juniors. The
students running this will visit classes beforehand and talk it through.
 Scholastic Book Fair will be open for sales Thursday 24th, Friday 25th & Tuesday 29th.
Coming Event & Dates for your Calendar

Invoices
Ski camp invoices have been sent out yesterday for your information.
Thank you to all who have promptly paid their 1st, 2nd and 3rd invoices. It is much appreciated.
A friendly reminder has been sent out today to remind families that all unpaid invoices are now
due. We would appreciate these being paid as soon as possible so everything is balanced for
year end which is 31st December. Thanks so much for your time on this.
Nga Mihi nui
Michelle Tate
Principal

Dragon Scales won the senior section of the Coastlands Star
Search competition and Carys Ferguson got the Xfactor award.
There was some amazing talent and the boys are just blown away with
getting 1st place.
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About our Chairperson—Greg Selby

I have lived in the Te Horo School district for 4 years now and I am based in Peka Peka. I had 2
children attending the school, Madeline and Oliver. I have worked for the last 18 years at
Colgate Palmolive in a range of accounting roles, most recently as the Finance Director. Then I
decided for a lifestyle change, stopped working and focussed on spending more time with my
family, which also includes my wife Deborah. I now work at Whittakers in a finance role with
more of a work/life balance and enjoy being an active and useful member of the BOT team.

Plastic Packaging
in School Lunches
As part of the Year 5 / 6 campaign on
keeping our school environment clean and
to help reduce plastic waste, the students
would like to introduce plastic free
Thursdays in Term 4 starting tomorrow. Students will be
encouraged to leave one-off use plastic wrapping of food at
home and find alternative ways to bring food to school in their
lunch boxes.
Ideas could include using small sealing bags for food items such
as sandwiches, fruit and vegetables, that can be washed and
used a multiple of times. Involving students in baking at home to
make biscuits cakes and even muesli bars is another great way
to reduce commercially wrapped muesli bars
biscuits and cakes. Snack sized amounts of crisps
can be taken from larger bulk bags and also placed
into self sealing bags which can then be again
washed and reused.
This will be encouraged on Thursdays but with a hope
that it becomes routine throughout the rest of the
week.
Anything that we can collectively do to reduce the
amount of plastic waste being created and dumped is good not
just for Te Horo School but also for the planet that we live on for
future generations.
Thank you for your support from everyone in Years 5 and 6.

Sponsors
iglaze glass & glazing services ltd

Simon Heazlewood
NZQA Accredited Master Glazier

021 211 1770
For all your glass requirements
Flat Glass
Mirrors
Splashbacks
Showers
Aluminium maintenance
Any other glass requirements please ask

The price is $15. If you are
interested in purchasing this
beautiful oil please pay on
line, and bring proof of
payment in with you for
collection to the School
Office.
Bank account number is:
12-3226-0002248-00 (ASB)

sKids Te Horo is now open for bookings for Term 4. If you are registered with Aimy Plus please
go to www.skids.co.nz, and book your care needs using the blue parent login button from the
home page and your user name and password on the AimyPlus portal.
Our sKids Te Horo team Kaya Edginton (Site Manager) and Elijah Tapine-Miller (Programme
Assistant) have met many of you in Term 3 at our Otaki site. They are both very much looking
forward to meeting those of you they haven't yet and caring for all of your beautiful tamariki in our
safe, fun out of school programme at sKids Te Horo.
The sKids programme will operate from the the large room at the front of the new hall, we will
have access to the kitchen (where we will run our Foodstorm Cooking programme), school
grounds and the hall for special activities (like our Les Mills Born to Move programme). Our
exclusive Foodstorm and Les Mills programmes are all included in our fee structure. The kids will
enjoy a healthy and varied afternoon tea each day.
We will start with After School Care at Te Horo initially, but if there is a strong need we will open
up Before School Care as well. Before School Care is available at our Otaki programme if
required and we can drop off to Te Horo School each morning, we are open for drop off
at sKids Otaki from 7 a.m. School finishes on the 20th Dec at Te Horo School with a half day
finishing at 12.30 pm. I have added a half day booking option for those that require care that
afternoon under Special Day bookings on AimyPlus.
If you need Oscar paperwork completed by sKids please make contact (please email or phone
me) so we can arrange to have this completed for your care requirements.
If you have any other questions please don't hesitate to get in touch with me.
Sonia and the sKids Team Office: 063648852 Sonia: 0277391986

The GO Club and B.O. Club are back for Term 4, kicking off in week 2! Book now on enrolmy.com/the-go-club
Spaces are limited! An after-school STEM (science, tech, engineering and maths) club encouraging girls to get
confident with STEM, and helping boys be better communicators. Child led, light snack provided, high adult-child
ratios. See thegoclub.org for mor e info!
Paraparaumu: Tuesday 3:30-5pm The B.O. Club (boys 6-10yo) and Thursday GO Club 3:30-5:15pm (girls 6-12yo)
Drop off from 3:15pm
Walking distance from Paraparaumu School and Kapiti Primary! 6 Tongariro St
Paekakariki: Juniors Y1-Y4 Tuesday 3:15pm-5pm Seniors Y5+ 3:15-5:15pm Wednesday
Waikanae Beach Junior tennis open club, Friday 18 October 3.30–5pm
Goodbye winter - summer tennis is back!
Come along and reconnect with friends at our open day. Club coach Isaac Walton will be running fun drills and
games starting at 3.30pm.
This is a great chance to introduce friends to tennis too, anyone 18 and under is welcome to join in and give it a go.
Waikanae Beach Tennis Club, 69 Rauparaha St, Waikanae Beach.
Look forward to seeing you there!

OTAKI SURFCLUB – NIPPER TRAINING
Otaki Surfclub Nippers are starting to prepare for a new fun season at the beach. We are training every Thursday
7-8pm at Haruatai Pools. If you are 7-13 years old and can swim one length of the pool confidently, just come
along and get fit for the beach (sessions start Sun, 10th November). For more information contact Jutta on 021
0395922 or Carrie on 021 775432.

Hoop Club Kapiti – Junior Basketball Coaching Programme – Term 4 2019

Sunday 20 October to Sunday 8 December 2019
Paraparaumu College Community Sportshall, Mazengarb Road, Paraparaumu
9.30 to 10.30am 5 to 7 year olds
10.30 to 11.30am 8 to 10 year olds
11.30 to 12.30pm 11 to 17 year olds
ALL NEW PLAYERS MOST WELCOME
Contact – Angelo Robinson 04 9040142 or contact@hoopclubkapiti.nz

Whitby Collegiate Open Days and Year 9 Scholarship for 2020
Open Day
From the beginning of 2020 Marsden Whitby will become Whitby Collegiate. You are invited to view Whitby
Collegiate during our Open Days on Friday 18 October and Friday 15 November. The school will be open for
guided tours between 10am and 2pm. There will be staff and students to talk to and our students look forward
to showing you around.
Scholarships- Whitby Collegiate invites applications for Year 9 Scholarships in 2020. Applications can be
submitted online on our website - whitbycollegiate.school.nz. If you have any questions or would like a personal
tour, please contact Lorraine Rose on 04 234 1070.
Transport - There are easy transport links to Whitby Collegiate and our school buses bring students from the
Hutt Valley, Johnsonville, Churton Park, Tawa and Aotea, and connect with the train for students travelling from
the Kapiti Coast.

OTAKI ATHLETICS.
Otaki Junior Athletics is starting
again on Tuesday the 22 October
2019, 4.30 pm - 5.30 pm, Otaki
Domain and will continue on
Tuesdays through Term 4 and Term
1 next year.
All school aged students welcome,
no matter their ability, activity groups
start from age 3 yrs - 15 yrs, come
down and join in before you register.
Lots of games and activities to
assist children's physical
development.
Single participant and family rates
available.
Contact otakiathletics@gmail.com or
Kerry Bevan 0274056635.

Invitation to all children to register at the Otaki sports club for cricket this Saturday between 11 and 1 at Haruatai park.
Contact 0274417971 Ian Rolton for more information

