13th November 2019
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Website: www.th.school.nz
Kia ora koutou!
Already Week 5, the term is whizzing by!
Welcome!
Mitchell Curley-James has joined his
foster sisters; Mitty, Eva and Maddie
Simpson at school recently. Archie
Dunn joined his sister Georgia at
school this week.
Welcome to Te Horo School and to
Room 1, Mitchell and Archie!
Congratulations!
Jacob Gates, former Te Horo School Prime Minister, was announced as
the Ōtaki College head boy for 2020. The first ex Te Horo kid for a few
years! The school performed a spine chilling haka which Jacob replied
to.
Armistice Day
Connor Bailey, Frankie Elliot, Isla
Rountree and I attended the
Armistice Day Commemoration
Service on Sunday, held at the R.S.A
in Ōtaki. They read the names of
some of the servicemen from the
Ōtaki area who died in WW1, and
laid a wreath along with students from Ōtaki and Waitohu Schools.
These students put their hands up to be involved and represented the
school well, showing the utmost respect for the occasion. Well done!
They also explained to the other students what the day was about,
and we held a moment’s silence at School at 11:11am on the 11 th
November. Lest we forget.

Upcoming Events
November 13
Ag Night
November 18
Teacher Only Day
November 20
Year 1 – 3 Junior Sports morning
November 21
Band Jam here at Te Horo
November 22
School Assembly 8:55-9:30am
December 13
Home & School Carols 5-7pm
February 7
Teacher Only Day
February 10
First Day for students for 2020

Save the Date!
Saturday 12th September
Paddy’s Mart

Page 1 of 10

Staff News
Appointments
Over the last two weeks we have been interviewing for an Assistant
Principal and Permanent Teachers. I am delighted to announce that
we had a great pool of people apply and have appointed Danielle
McMurchie as Assistant Principal, and Amanda Searle & Josh Fielding
as permanent teachers.
Danielle is an experienced Team Leader and Assistant
Principal, who is currently on maternity leave from
Kapanui School and taught at St Brendan's School (Upper
Hutt) and Pineahven School. She has strengths in
teaching and leading Maths, developing student agency
and collaborative teaching, coaching and mentoring. She lives in
Ōtaki with her husband and two young children. She has been doing
some relieving here one day a week last term and this term.
Amanda is an experienced teacher who has been taught
at Kāpiti School and Thorndon School, and is currently on
maternity leave. She lives in Raumati with her partner and
two young children. She has strengths in integrating te re
me ngā tikanga Māori into day to day practice,
developing student agency, play based learning and
environmental education.

Student Successes

Year 8 Golf Tournament was
held on Thursday 24th October
at Kapiti Golf Club. We sent
three teams of 2 girls and 2
boys. This was run by senior
students of Kapiti College for
their NZEA. Thanks to Jo
Andrews and Pru Simpson
who accompanied and
supported them.

Josh is an experienced teacher who has taught at
Huapai District School, Kumeu and Green Bay Primary
School in Auckland. He and his family are relocating to
Levin early next year. Josh has strengths and interests in
history, storytelling, digital literacy, play-based learning and STEM
learning (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics).
2020
The Board have agreed to support our recommended structure which
will have;
 one Year 0-1 class
 two Year 1-2 classes
 two Year 3-4 classes
 two Year 5-6 classes
 three Year 7-8 classes
The BOT have agreed to top up the funding from the Ministry to allow
us to have 10 classroom teachers instead of 9.
We have a few things to work out and will be able to announce which
teachers will be taking which classes in the next few weeks.
A reminder that if you have not already done so, there is an
opportunity between now and Friday 15 November to advise me in

Mikayla Mackay and her
ballet troupe from JFDS
competed in the nationals at
PACANZ (Performing Arts
Competition Association of
New Zealand) in Palmerston
North last Friday.
There were 59 troupes (all
genres and ages) and
Mikayla’s team, Austrian
Floral, were the youngest to
compete. They didn’t place,
but had an amazing
performance and were a
huge crowd pleaser.
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writing of anything that might be helpful in designing class lists, or of
anyone leaving or coming.
125th Year Celebration Day
Last Friday we held our 125 year Celebration Day with a range of
activites and events.
The day began with some
children riding their horses to
school as they did in the
olden days. Some children
doubled their friends on the
one pony wearing old
fashioned clothes and no
saddle, leaving their ponies at
school in Moores Meadow
ready to make the trip home

Your Board of Trustees
Greg Selby – Chair
botchair@th.school.nz

Tammy Evans – Deputy Chair
tammy.evans@th.school.nz

again at 3pm.
Classes compiled items for a time capsule, and spent some of the
day playing old fashioned games such as egg and spoon race, 3
legged race, sack race and gumboot throw.
Members of the community and past pupils and
staff were invited to a special assembly where
there were photos on display from years dating
back to 1893. Children performed items involving
traditional games such as ring a ring a Rosie, the
paddy cake song and knuckle bones, singing
songs such as ‘It’s a long way to Tipperary’. We
finished with the school song – notably the author
of which was present as a guest!
Our guest speaker was Allen Cottle who shared
many tales of years gone by and the changes that
he has seen. His grandfather came to Te Horo as did Allen, and now
his two children are here. It is notable that there are a number of
families in our community for whom three or four generations have
attended Te Horo School.

Allen Cottle – Treasurer
bottreasurer@th.school.nz

Nicolette Butler
nicolette.butler@th.school.nz

Steven Gadsby
steven.gadsby@th.school.nz

The assembly was then followed by a lovely High Tea put on by the
Home and School. A lovely way to celebrate our great school!
Teacher Only Day - Monday 18th November
A reminder that our Teacher Only Day is next Monday. I trust you have
made arrangements for your child/ren for that day. sKids are
available for parent-funded childcare for the day. They will add a
special day booking on their system for care so parents can book at
www.skids.co.nz. Full day $55 7.30am-6pm, or short day $45 8.30am3.30 pm.

Richard Bond
richard.bond@th.school.nz

Michelle Tate
michelle.tate@th.school.nz
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Year 6 camp
The Year 6 children went to
camp at Sixtus Lodge in Apiti
(near Feilding) from 30 October
to 1 November.
We walked, and walked, and
everyone kept going and
encouraging each other. It was
great to see all of the children showing persistence and resilience, and
being supportive of each other, and they were a credit to their
parents and themselves. They were polite and helpful, and generally
just showed us what amazing kids they are!
Also, a HUGE thank you to all of the parents who came along to help,
as we could not have had camp without them: Jacqui Simpson,
Jackie Tesoriero, Pamela Beazley, Sarah Findlay, Karis Rae, Robert
Crocker, Alex Kelly, and Jeremy Brookman. Thank you for all your
support and words of encouragement.
Congratulations
To the Seniors, again, for winning the Thursday plactics free lunch box
challenge with 87%. FANTASTIC. Can any other class beat them?
There’s the challenge.
2020 Start Date
We will have our first day with the children on Monday 10th February.
Friday 7th February will be a Teacher Only Day.
Nga mihi nui,
Michelle Tate
Principal

More Yr 6 camp photos
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Home & School News

The Salty Hearts Band have also been secured to join the entertainment lineup.

A big thank you to those wonderful people who helped with the 125th Celebration High
Tea last Friday.
Your decorating, baking, and hosting skills made this event a memorable occasion.
Next Meeting:
Friday 15th November, 9:15am at Ruth Pretty’s.
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Community News
Hoop Club Kāpiti – Juniot basketball Coaching Programme Term 4 2019
Sunday 20 October to Sunday 8 December.
Paraparaumu College Community Sports hall, Mazengarb Road, Paraparaumu.
9:30 – 10:30 am 5 to 7 year olds.
10:30-11:30am 8 to10 year olds.
11:30am – 12:30pm 11 to 17 year olds.
ALL NEW PLAYERS WELCOME.
Contact; Angelo Robinson 04 9040142 or contact@hoopclubkapiti.nz
sKids After School Care
sKids Te Horo is now open for bookings for Term 4. If you are registered with Aimy Plus please go
to www.skids.co.nz, and book your care needs using the blue parent login button from the home page
and your user name and password on the AimyPlus portal.
Our sKids Te Horo team Kaya Edginton (Site Manager) and Elijah Tapine-Miller (Programme Assistant) have
met many of you in Term 3 at our Otaki site. They are both very much looking forward to meeting those of
you they haven't yet and caring for all of your beautiful tamariki in our safe, fun out of school programme
at sKids Te Horo.
The sKids programme operates from the the large room at the front of the new hall, we have access to the
kitchen (where we will run our Foodstorm Cooking programme), school grounds and the hall for special
activities (like our Les Mills Born to Move programme). Our exclusive Foodstorm and Les Mills programmes
are all included in our fee structure. The kids will enjoy a healthy and varied afternoon tea each day.
We will start with After School Care at Te Horo initially, but if there is a strong need we will open up Before
School Care as well. Before School Care is available at our Otaki programme if required and we can drop
off to Te Horo School each morning, we are open for drop off at sKids Otaki from 7 a.m. School finishes on
the 20th Dec at Te Horo School with a half day finishing at 12.30 pm. I have added a half day booking
option for those that require care that afternoon under Special Day bookings on AimyPlus.
If you need Oscar paperwork completed by sKids please make contact (please email or phone me) so we
can arrange to have this completed for your care requirements.
If you have any other questions please don't hesitate to get in touch with me.
Office: 063648852 or Sonia: 0277391986
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Don’t forget the Waitohu fireworks is
now 22nd November.

Ōtaki Athletics
Ōtaki Junior Athletics is on Tuesdays 4:30-6:30pm during Term 4 2019 and in Term 1 2020. All school aged
stuents are welcome, no matter what their ability, activity groups start from 3yrs – 15yrs. Come down and
join in before you register. Lots of games and activities to assist in children’s physical development. Single
participant and family rates available.
Contact otakiathletics@gmail.com or Kerry Bevan 0274056635
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Kapiti Women’s Triathlon Pre-Xmas Training –
LACE UP YOUR SHOES!!!Come join this friendly, constructive running session with experienced women from
the Kapiti Running and Tri Club 6pm this Thursday 7th November at the Waterfront Bar carpark.
BREAK AWAY FROM THE PACK!!! – cycle training on 18th November and 2 December run by the Kapiti Cycle
Club at 6pm at the Waterfront Car Park. Come and get some great tips on technique, turning, using your
water bottle and pace. $5 a session
GET YOUR SWIM ON!!! – Swim training run by our coach Emma at Coastlands Aquatic Centre every Sunday
from 10 November to 15 December 9.30-10.30. Use Emma’s experience to check you technique and build
on great technique to help you in the open water. $5 a session
Tag a friend who you think would love to come along. More information is available on the
website https://www.kwt.org.nz/training

Te Horo Country Garden Tour 2019
Saturday 16 & Sunday 17th November 9 – 5 pm (last entry @ 4)
The Te Horo Country Garden Tour is on again, this time for two days, Saturday 16th and Sunday 17th November.
The tour is only run every 2-3 years, so it’s a treat to have it back on the calendar for 2019.
13 gorgeous gardens are open to view, and include stunning palettes of colour and lush garden vistas, to
productive orchards and vegetable gardens, to cute cottage gardens. If you are after ideas and inspiration,
there is nothing like soaking up a day of some of the best gardens in Te Horo.
Plant sales, stalls, food and refreshments at the hall and select gardens.
The garden tour is always a charity event, and this year proceeds are being put toward the earthquake
strengthening of the historic Te Horo Hall.
One day entry is only $20 and tickets are available now from the Te Horo Garden Centre, Watson’s Garden
Centre and First National Real Estate in Otaki, Harrisons Gardenworld in Peka Peka and Palmers Plimmerton.
You can also order tickets via the facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/TeHoroGardenTour
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Groups at the Beach
Are you new to the beach? Do you want to connect with other families? Do you want to keep up to date
with events at the beach and current events? Lost a pet? Or want to be part of a neighbourhood watch to
keep our families safe?
Join the Te Horo beach friends and family Facebook page and introduce yourself.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/426742214861646/ Or send me an email Louisehinton76@gmail.com
Xmas in the park is coming. Don't miss out. Look forward to meeting you all soon.
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Sponsors
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