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5th August 2020 Newsletter #11 
 

Te Horo School 
Phone: 06 364 3071 

Office Email: office@th.school.nz   

Principal Email: michelle.tate@th.school.nz 

Website: www.th.school.nz  

 
Kia ora koutou,  
 
Spring has sprung! We have our lovely daffodils flowering and lambs at school. Can’t help 
but make one smile.  
 
Thanks to the fantastic Home and School Team who are working hard in a very reduced 
timeframe to put together another amazing Paddy’s Mart later this term!  There are many 
and varied opportunities to be involved, lend a hand and support, both on the day and 
beforehand. Please take the time to scroll down and see what you can do to help, or 
contact Ange Gadsby homeandschooltreasurer@th.school.nz or pop in to the Office.  
 
Congratulations! 
Ruby and Jake Hawkins are part of the Tawa 
Tigers Wrestling Club who,  along with 14 other 
children  competed in the North Island 
Wrestling Championships. There were over 100 
competitors who took part. Ruby competed in 
the 10-13 year age group competition and won 
two gold medals. She also won the “Most 
Scientific Female Trophy”, which Ruby tells me 
was for demonstrating capability, technique and perseverance. Jake competed in the 
Under 10 year 28kg age group  and won. He also was awarded the trophy for the most 
scientific Under 10 years of age wrester. Amazing stuff, Ruby and Jake! 
 
Hui 
You may have noticed that Hui looks a bit different at the moment, compared with how 
things were pre-Covid19.  The reasons behind the way things are being run currently are: 

 Given that we are still at Alert Level 1, we are required to monitor the children for 
wellness at the start of each day.  This means we start by taking the roll in our 
classrooms, and then go outside for hui.   

 Level 2 required us to enact physical distancing for students between classes, 
hence hui at this time was held on the turf where we were able to spread out to 
maintain a 1m distance. While there are no requirements of physical distancing 
within schools at Level 1, it is encouraged when the children are around other 
classes and children who they do not normally interact with. 

 

Term Dates 
Term 3: Jul 20 – Sept 25 

Term 4: Oct 12 – Dec 18 

 

Upcoming events 
Aug 6 
Year 8 Otaki College Visit 
 
Aug 7 

 Be Bright, Eat Right Show 

 Reports sent to families 
 
Aug 10 
Year 6 Camp parent meeting, 
3:00pm in Room 9 
 
Aug 11  
1:15pm – 5:45pm Student Led 
Learning Conversations 

Please collect your child/ren 

at 12:30pm if possible. 

Those not collected will be 

supervised in the Hall for 

the afternoon.  

 
Aug 12 
3:13pm – 7:15pm Student Led 
Learning Conversations 
 
Aug 14 
Mastermind Competition 
Maths Week House Activities 
 
Sep 8 
Regional Cross Country 
 
Sep 10-12 
Into the Woods Jnr  
 
Sep 19 
Paddy’s Mart 
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 Because the deck is slippery and the turf is often wet at this time of the year, the 
children are asked to stand to prevent everyone getting hurt, wet bottoms and 
feeling uncomfortable. It is our intention to return to the deck once the weather 
has settled. 

 
We are usually ready to start by 9:00am, so we would love it if you were able to stay and 
wait for us. We say a karakia to start and end our hui, sing a waiata and celebrate any 
birthdays, welcome new students and their families, and then share any messages for the 
day.  We also celebrate any successes or highlights from events that are happening in the 
school, e.g. the success of the children that competed at the inter-school cross country in 
Waikanae.  Spoiler alert: we would also love to sing happy birthday to you if it is your 
birthday :-) 
 
We are looking forward to a time when things can relax a bit more.  In the meantime, if 
you have a suggestion for something you would like to see at Hui, please pop in and talk 
to your child’s classroom teacher, Michelle or Micaela, or send us a message, and we will 
see what we can do.  
 

Matariki Celebrations 
It was a beautiful crisp, clear dawn that 
marked our Matariki breakfast on the 
last day of Term 2.  A huge thanks for 
the Board for organizing. Michelle and 
some keen helpers have started to dig 
out and develop our Matariki garden. 
The breakfast was a great start to a day 
of fun activities conjured up by Whaea 
Amanda and the senior student 
leadership team. 
 
 

 
Music & Performing Arts Programme, Bands, Shows 2020  
The Year 5-8 Senior Music and Performing Arts programme is underway, with children 
having an instrument lesson and a performance/creative session each week.  Children 
have chosen two of Dance, Drama and Percussion to participate in over the term (5 weeks 
of each).  We are planning to have an opportunity to share what we have been learning 
at the end of this term, date and time to be confirmed. 
 
The Junior, Year 1-4 children are also participating in their own Music and Performing Arts 
sessions each week.  They are currently learning about Dance and Drama, and will be 
learning about instruments and being creative with music in the second half of the 
term.  Again, there will be an opportunity for them to share what they have been learning 
later in the term, date and time to be confirmed. 
 
The Year 7&8 Bands are underway, and they are already making great progress.  They 
work with Anje and Steve each week, with the goal of performing at BandQuest in Term 
4.  They may go to Battle of the Bands at Southwards Theatre, also in Term 4.  These 
competitions can really take them outside their comfort zone and are a fabulous 
opportunity for them to learn about performing on stage to a live audience. 
 

Welcome to our 

new tamariki in 

Room 1! 

Tamatea Moke-Hunter 

Emily Wilkinson 

Beau Dunphy 

  

Arthur Vincent  
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Shows on tour 
The shows that we had booked to visit Te Horo School pre-Covid have had to reschedule 
their tours and dates, some because they were travelling from overseas.  The new dates 
are for 2021, so we are keeping an eye out for any other shows that may be offered for 
this year.   
We have managed to get a last-minute booking for a Magic Show for this Friday - Be Bright, 
Eat Right. If you know or hear of anything else, please let us know and we will see if it will 
work with what we already have on the school calendar.   
 
Horowhenua Boys & Girls Agricultural Club & Te Horo School Ag Night 
Spring has started and we are already seeing children bringing their lambs to school in 
preparation for Ag Night!   
Students are encouraged to rear a calf, lamb or kid and enter them for judging at our Ag 
Night. Students are also encouraged to grow flowers or vegetables in their home garden 
for the Garden Competition.  
At this point in time the club is planning to include calves under the MPI guidelines. 
Birth dates for calves are 1st July to 31st August inclusive. 
Birth dates for lambs and kids are 15th July onwards.  
Our Ag Night will be in the week of the 9th - 14th November, the date yet to be confirmed. 
Group Finals will be at Levin on 20th November and the Garden Judging to be held 23rd - 
27th November.  

 
Skateboarding for Year 8 Girls 
Some of our Year 8 girls have opted into 
Skateboarding lessons during their 
lunch break.  They have been 
encouraged to step out of their comfort 
zones and they have certainly taken on 
the challenge!  They were incredibly 
nervous to begin with, but once they 
had their protective gear on they were 
ready to go.  And they loved it!  We look 
forward to seeing their skills develop 
over the next few weeks.  Many thanks 
to Bailey who is providing this awesome 
opportunity for our girls.   
 

 
Website 
We are making slow and steady progress on the school website – you can now find 
copies of all past newsletters and minutes from Board meetings.  New photos are being 
uploaded, including the friendly faces of staff and the Board.  The next project will be 
adding a link to the school calendar of events.  
 
Thank You! 
Many thanks to Tammy Evans (a.k.a Farmer Tammy) for her 
generous donation of three new soccer balls and two new 
netballs.  Our keen footballers and netballers are most 
appreciative and so are we! And something for the readers 
also, Tammy donated some wonderful new books to the 
library. Thank you Farmer Tammy! 

Lambs and kids 
needed! 

 
We have several students 
seeking a lamb or kid to raise 
for Ag Club Night.  Please 
contact the office if you can 
help! 
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Maypole 
We currently have the Maypole shut while we wait for a replacement part to arrive, as 
when it is in use it sways on a rather concerning angle. The children were so delighted to 
have it back in use after Mr Crocker kindly repaired it and Dean managed to reinstate the 
safety matting, and are keenly waiting for it to open again!  
 

EOTC Events 
Camps are experiences that our children look forward to. For the last 6 years the Year 8 
students have taken part in a Ski Camp. This year we are unable to run the Year 8 camp 
as a Ski Camp for a number of reasons. Each year we have been lucky to have been able 
to apply for, and successfully been awarded, a large grant from the NZ Community Trust 
which subsidised a large portion of the cost. The Trust advised us at the start of 
lockdown that they were not accepting any applications until further notice and 
remained closed until recently. The global pandemic has had a large impact for the 
providers of services at the mountain - they had advised us of reduced facilities and 
personnel available. They do not have enough instructors and staff to ensure safe 
instruction and provision on the mountain and to honour all school and large group 
bookings. They have had to close one of the learner slopes. Although not having Ski 
Camp is incredibly disappointing, it has provided us with the opportunity to look at other 
rich opportunities and experiences we can offer the students this year. We have 
researched many options, taken the preferred options to the Year 8 families and 
students to vote on, and have been able to secure a space at Raukawa Outdoor 
Education Centre in Whanganui. The camp this year will be a 3 day, two-night 
experience where the students will take part in high ropes, rock climbing, confidence 
course, mountain biking, kayaking, raft building, campfire, and outdoor cinema. This 
camp provides an opportunity for the Year 8 students to celebrate their time together at 
Te Horo School.   
  
The Year 6 camp in the last few years has been held at Sixtus Lodge. This is a remote 
lodge next to a river, with little or no cell phone coverage, that has a limited number of 
beds to accommodate students, teachers and parent helpers. We have a number of 
students this year for whom the remoteness of this venue would either preclude them 
from attending, or put them and others at risk. Camps are considered part of the 
curriculum and therefore something that we need to plan for carefully to ensure all can 
take part. This year, in order to provide a safe and manageable experience that all of our 
current Year 6 students can access, we have sought an alternative venue.  We have been 
looked for a venue that makes the most of, and allows us to explore, our local 
environment, facilities and community. The Year 6 families and students have voted on 
the preferred options and have decided upon Forest Lakes. This camp will be a 3 day, 
two-night experience where the students will take part in selection (still to be decided) 
from this range of activities: Horse Riding, Flying Foxes, 10-Pin Bowling, Confidence 
Course, Mini Golf, Archery, Gladiator, Grass Slide, Beach Volleyball, Six Orienteering 
Courses, Sports field and Basketball Gym, PipeHenge astronomy activity, Education 
Nature Trail and bush walks, Bon fire for roasting marshmallows, Kayaks, Water Slide, 
Mud Slide, and Swimming Pool. 
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Lucky Book Club 

Orders 
Our lovely Scholastic rep, Julie, 

will be collecting our orders 

this Friday 7 August.  Drop 

your order form and payment 

to the office (or you can order 

online – visit Lucky Book Club 

for more info. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

… to Chriss MacPherson, who 

has donated a really good 

guitar to the music 

programme.  

Fundraising 
Spellathon 
Amongst other fundraising activities, this year we will be running a Spellathon to help 
raise funds for schoolwide EOTC experiences, Year 8 Camp, Year 6 Camp and Year 8 
Leavers Jerseys. 
The children will be given a list of words to learn appropriate to their spelling level.  They 
will have three weeks to learn these words. For those of you who have not participated 
in an ‘athon’ before, the children ask sponsors to give money for each word that is spelt 
correctly.  Some people prefer to give a donation regardless of how many words the 
children get correct. As an incentive we are sourcing prizes for the students that raise 
the most money! There will be a prize for 1st, 2nd and 3rd in the Year 1 & 2, Year 3 & 4, 
Year 5 & 6 and Year 7 & 8 groups. 
Expect to receive a parent information letter and your child/rens sponsorship form 
on Monday 17th August (Week 5 Term 3) 
  
Bake Sale 
The Year 8 students have arranged for a Bake Sale next Tuesday 12th to help raise funds 
for Year 8 Camp. Baked items will be on sale at morning tea for $1 each. 
We ask that the Year 8s contribute a baked good which can be sold at this event, e.g. 
cakes, muffins, slices, cupcakes etc. If they can bring this to their classroom on Tuesday 
morning, that would be great. 

 
 
The Year 6 and 8 teachers will be in touch shortly with parents of those students to talk in 
more detail about any additional fundraising that may be required for the camps. We 
appreciate the community’s support in helping make these experiences possible. 
 
Please check your SPAM 
Recently a number of parents have found emails from staff in their SPAM folder. Please 
take the time to check this in case our messages have been filed there! 
 
Nga mihi nui, 
Michelle Tate (Principal)  
 

 

https://www.scholastic.co.nz/parents/lucky-book-club/
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From our Board of Trustees 

Kia Ora Folks, 
 
Another busy month at Te Horo School.  The year is relentlessly moving on - hard to 
believe we are in August already which in our house signals the downhill run into 
Christmas *sigh*. 
 
Post lockdown the Board are working hard to catch up on the governance matters that 

were put on hold while supporting the Leadership Team in getting our school to settle 
into the new (but still changing) normal. 
 
At the Board Meeting last week we had Victor Perkins join us for a presentation of his 
bike track proposal.  Great to see a demonstration of a good idea with a clear 
articulation of his vision. Victor even assembled a scale model for us to show how it 
would fit into our current space.  The Board is now working through this idea, along 
with a couple of initiatives, and we are looking to come out to the community shortly 
with an approach. 

 
Finally I’d like to give you an early heads-up that there will be Board elections in the next coming months.  We have 3 seats 
coming up and I would encourage those that are interested to catch up with one of the sitting Board Members to get a feel 
for the difference between Governance and Operational activities and understand what the role requires. There will be 
further updates in the next few weeks including a timeline. 

Take care, Steve Gadsby (Board Chair) 

 

Garden Club 

Garden club has started up again on Wednesdays, with lots of young students eager to work 
with and learn about plants and help with the creation and upkeep of gardens.  The students 
have been allocated in groups, a garden to prepare then later plant out with vegetables or 
flowers of their own choice. 
If you have any orphaned seedlings, seeds, plastic seed pots, potting mix or garden tools that 
are no longer needed, that you would like to donate to the group, please leave these at the 

school office. Any student or parents still wanting to join are most welcome. 
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Plastic Free Lunches Results 

As part of our sustainability focus at Te Horo School, students are encouraged to look for ways 
to bring zero non recyclable or non-reusable soft plastic in their lunchboxes.  This term the 
focused days for this are Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays, with the two categories being 
the class with the highest percentage of plastic free lunches over the three days and the class 
with the greatest improvement from the previous week.  Well done to all of the students who 
make an effort to bring plastic free lunches to school. 
 

Results for Term 3 

Week 1 
Most plastic free lunches: 
1st Room 4 89% 
2nd Room 2 and 3 88% 
Most improved: 

Room 10  with a 27% improvement 

Week 2 
Most plastic free lunches: 

1st Room 2 94% 
2nd Room 4  83% 

Most improved: 
Room 2 with a 6% improvement 

 

Who will win this week? 

Sports Notices and Results 

Our Sports Coordinator  

Danielle McMurchie is our School Sports Coordinator. She is the first point of contact for sports at Te Horo School. We 
have parent volunteers who coach, and other staff that organise and run events. If you have a query or question and you 
are not sure who to contact, please email Danielle and she will either assist or put you in contact with the person that can 
danielle.mcmurchie@th.school.nz 

 

Kapiti Interschool Cross Country Competition  
Written by our intrepid journalist, Oliver Selby 

On the 28th of July 2020, kids from Te-Horo school went to the Kapiti 
interschool Cross Country event.  The day was very good for running 
as it was nice and sunny, it was a little slippery underfoot though 
because of the frost the night before but other than that conditions 
were perfect! It was an exciting day as it was an opportunity to 
represent the school and catch up with people our kids may have 
known from other schools. Everybody tried their very best.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:danielle.mcmurchie@th.school.nz
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A special congratulations to Savannah and Makenzie for getting podium 
positions.  

Many runners from our school came in the top 10 in their race and will be 
going to the regional Cross Country event in September to represent 
Te Horo School (Shelby Hughes, Abigail Upshon, Makenzie Lange, 
Savannah Lynn, Kareena Lenaghan, Emily Oliver, Lenix Lange and Sam 
Grannetia) We wish them all the best. 

I would like to thank all of the parents for the transport they offered and 
the motivation they gave to us all. In all it was a fun day and everybody 
did great! 

 

 

The Taniwhas - Hockey  

From Coach Steph Etherington:  So awesome having a few kids (Marne, Ollie & Ethan) step outside their comfort zone to 
give hockey goal keeping a go for the Taniwhas.  One of their Yr 8 peers, Henry, was be willing to give up his time to do 
some coaching, sharing his experience as an exceptional club hockey goalie.  And in other great hockey news, Marne 
found out that she made the Wellington Hockey rep side! 

 

The Invincible Legends - Hockey  

From Coach Louise Denton:  On Monday 27 July, the Invincible Legends once again live up to their name, winning 5-2 
against Koputuroa.  Player of the day was Sammy Crewther, who played really well.  This week we played against Fairfield 
and won again 8-0. Player of the day was elliot Benson who scored the first goal of the night.  Once again a proud 
coach.  Well done team - four wins under our belts so far.  Keep up the good work. 

Roblox - Hockey  

From Coach Nicolette Butler: Last week, the year 3/4 Te Horo hockey team (Roblox) had their first win. The final score was 
2-0 over Foxton Beach School. Callum scored the first goal after a blistering run up the field. Jake scored the second goal, 
with Alex providing great support. Player of the day was Callum.  
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Paddy’s Mart is Te Horo Schools’ largest 
fundraiser of the year and we need your 
help to make it! 
 
In addition to the flyer attached, the Home & 
School Committee need help with the following: 
 
Help on a Stall – Can you help on the day of 
Paddy’s?  We need people to help first thing in the 
morning as Set Up Crew, help during the day on 
the stalls, which usually involves a 2-hour 
shift.  Any help is greatly appreciated, big or small. 
 
Gazebos – Do you have a gazebo we could borrow 
on the day of the 19th September?  We can 
organize for it to be picked up from you and also 
dropped off. 
 
Baking Bee – On Thursday 17th September we will 
be doing a Baking Bee in the School Hall from 9am 
to make cakes for the cake stall. All welcome. 
 
Sweet Bee – on Monday 7th September we will be 
doing a Sweet Bee in the School Hall from 5.30-
8.00pm.  All welcome. 
 
Lamb for the Spit – this always sells out so this 
year we are seeking two sheep, if anyone has any 
ready to go to “greener pastures”! 

 
Ponies for Rides – we have two ponies but still need two more so they can work in shifts!   
 
If you can help with the above please contact  
Angela Gadsby – 021 147 4566 homeandschooltreasurer@th.school.nz 

 
 

 

Home & School meeting  

Friday 21st August at 9.15am at Ruth Pretty's to vote in a 
new Chair and Secretary to the committee.  All welcome. 

  

mailto:homeandschooltreasurer@th.school.nz
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Community News 

Tickets are now on sale for this exciting show brought to 
you by the team that brought you Annie Jr, Madagascar Jr 
and Mary Poppins Jr! 
 
Be careful what you wish for, as Stephen Sondheim’s and James 
Lapine’s cockeyed fairytale comes to life this September in this 
adaptation of their groundbreaking, Tony Award-winning 
musical.  Into the Woods JR.features all of your favorite 
characters — Cinderella, Little Red Riding Hood, Jack (and his 

beanstalk) and the Witch — in this lyrically rich retelling of classic Brothers Grimm fables. Throw in a couple of Princes, a 
Wolf, Rapunzel and a baker and his wife - and the stage is set!   
  
The show is directed by Jacqui Simpson, with a talented cast of 24 students aged from 8 to 13, 
mostly from Te Horo School, backed by a wonderful production team. Shows run from 10-12th 
September, in the Te Horo School Hall.   Online bookings are now open!  
Go to www.popupmusicaltheatre.co.nz  
 
 

Rail safety week 10-16 August - Cross with Care | Kia tūpato te whakawhiti 
Rail Safety Week aims to reduce near miss collisions on level crossings. Every near miss is a traumatic 
event and has a very real impact on the locomotive engineers, the witnesses involved and on those 
who nearly lost their lives.  Never cross when bells or lights are activated and always look carefully 
in both directions before crossing.  Be especially careful to look for a second train.  If one train has 
stopped at a station another one could be coming.  For those families interested, have a look at 
this Rail Safety Virtual Field trip information that was shared with participating schools in 
2019.   Visit the Tracksafe website for more information.  

 

 

 

http://www.popupmusicaltheatre.co.nz/
http://www.learnz.org.nz/railsafety193/videos
https://www.tracksafe.co.nz/
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sKids After School Care 

We can support your before/after and holiday care 
needs - After School Care based at Te Horo 
School.  To enrol and book just go 
to www.skids.co.nz, from the home page click on 
the blue parent login button which takes you to 
sKids AimyPlus, or go 
to https://skids.aimy.co.nz/Account/Login then 
click on the purple 'New parent? Register here' 
button to create your profile using the drop down 
menu's, tick boxes and free fields then go on to 
make your booking.  If you need any assistance 
please don't hesitate to make contact 
with sonia@skids.co.nz or 027 739 1986 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.skids.co.nz/
https://skids.aimy.co.nz/Account/Login
mailto:sonia@skids.co.nz
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If you wish to advertise in our newsletter, 

please email office@th.school.nz 


