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19th August 2020 Newsletter #12 
 

Te Horo School 
Phone: 06 364 3071 

Office Email: office@th.school.nz   

Principal Email: michelle.tate@th.school.nz 

Website: www.th.school.nz  

 
Kia ora koutou, 
 
Level 2 
Here we are again! Thank you to everyone who is doing their part to ensure everyone 
stays safe and calm during this time. We appreciate that changes in pandemic levels can 
bring heightened anxiety for some, and that therefore maintaining as many routines as 
possible is vital.  
 
While we have returned to using stricter contact tracing and physical distancing 
measures, this doesn’t mean you can’t come on to School grounds if you need. 
However, we do require you sign in on our Skool Loop contact tracing register or on the 
registers at the R1-3 classrooms or School Office. He eke waka noa.  

 
Student Led Learning Conferences 
Thanks to all of the parents and students who attended these meetings. The level of 
self-reflection and evaluation the students put into their reports and these meetings 
was outstanding! Thanks also, to the teachers who worked hard to prepare the reports. 
For anyone who was unable to attend due to illness or timing, please make contact with 
your class teacher directly to book a time that suits.  

 
Year 6 and Year 8 Camp 
Rebecca and Danielle emailed on 14 August 2020 regarding parent help for their 
respective camps.  If you have not seen these emails, please double check your SPAM 
folders.   If you are interested in attending either camp as a parent helper with your 
child(ren) then please email Danielle danielle.mcmurchie@th.school.nz or Rebecca 
r.thomsen@th.school.nz directly who will be able to provide you with the relevant 
forms.  Many thanks for your ongoing support.  
 
Fire System Upgrade & Bell 
We are nearing completion of a Ministry of Education led upgrade to our Fire System. 
On completion of this upgrade the school will then have a Type 4 system across the 
school. The Board has also funded this upgrade to extend to the Old Hall. The upgrade 
has provided us with an intercom system throughout the school which sends lockdown 
or evacuation alerts, as well as a bell and the ability to speak via the intercom should we 
need.  We love our hand bell so have opted to keep this for our start of the day bell!  
 

 

Term Dates 

Term 3: Jul 20 – Sept 25 
 
Term 4: Oct 12 – Dec 18 
 
 

Upcoming 
events 

 
Aug 21 
Home & School Meeting, 9:15am 
at Ruth Pretty’s 

 
Aug 26-28 
Rippa Rugby sessions for classes 

 
Sep 8 
Regional Cross Country 
  
Sep 10-12 
Into the Woods Jnr 
 
Sep 14 
Teacher Only Day 
  
Sep 19 
Paddy’s Mart 
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Spellathon 
On Monday your child will have brought home a letter regarding our Spellathon and 
their Spellathon sponsorship form.  The children have three weeks to learn their spelling 
words and to get sponsors/donations.  Many thanks in advance for your support with 
this!  We would like to take this opportunity to thank both Mac Engineering Limited and 
O'Hagan Electrical Limited who have generously sponsored our prizes for the 
Spellathon.  Without them, this fundraising venture would not have been possible! 
Locals supporting locals!  

  

 

Mac Engineering Limited - Regan McMurchie 
Phone: 021 156 7908 
18 Titoki Street, Otaki 
regan@maceng.co.nz 
 

 

O’Hagan Electrical Limited - Brent O’Hagan 
Phone: 06 364 2122 
Harpers Road, Otaki 
ohaganelectrical@xtra.co.nz  

 
Ōtaki Pink Carnation Culvert Art 
As you will have probably noticed Fletchers Construction Company are making great 
headway on the Shared Path Culvert to the south of us. The culvert will be a safe way in 
which community members can move under the expressway. Fletchers are keen to 
make this as attractive as possible. They have approached the school to be involved in 
the design process. The Ōtaki Pink Carnation was developed by local residents Iris 
(hughes) and Mr E. Williams and was a popular flower with florists and at Wellington 
flowers shows in the 1930s. The Fletcher Design Team have used this as the basis for the 
design to brighten up the culvert. 
On the last day of this term our students will be involved in creating the basis of the 
graphic that will be used to decorate the culvert. The handprint of every child in the 
school will be taken and the outlines used, along with their initials, to make the large 
images of the stylised pink carnations that will be transferred to the inside of the 
culvert. In years to come, the students will be able to walk through the culvert and find 
their handprint and initials!  
Fletchers will also take the students through the history of the carnation, the 
development of the culvert and are generously providing a sausage sizzle for the kids on 
this day too! 

 
Teacher Only Day - Monday 14th September 
Over the next 3 years, primary schools throughout New Zealand are able to close for up 
to eight Teacher Only Days without lengthening the school year. This situation has come 
about with the settlement of the Primary Teachers Collective Agreement in June/July of 
2020. The provision of these days enables the government and teacher unions to 
address ‘workload issues’ without any extra salary costs. As per MoE requirements, the 
days will be focused on one or some of the following points… 
Refreshing and deepening teacher knowledge and practice around the local curriculum 
Teachers strengthening their understanding of the use of assessment tools for learning 
and teaching; 

Welcome to 
our new 
tamariki! 

Jayda-Rae 

Pokaiwhenua-Floyd  

in Room 7 

Aleiyah Wall  

in Room 2 

Sadly the lovely local Cafe  

Te Horo is closing at the end 

of this month. They are very 

kindly donating their 

vintage tiered cake stands 

to Home and School where 

they will be put to good use 

at the Cafe for Paddy's 

Mart.  
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Teachers responding to the recommendations of the education work programme in the 
Curriculum, Progress and Achievement (CPA) Report 
Teachers familiarising themselves with curriculum work changes that will become 
available over the term of the collective agreements. 
On Monday 14th September we will be having a Teacher Only Day to work with the staff 
from other local Ōtaki schools focused on refreshing and deepening teacher knowledge 
and practice around the curriculum.  

 
Chess Competition 
A group of intrepid students 
travelled to Levin last week to 
compete in the Chess Power 
Regional Chess Tournament.  
They played 7 games in total, 
learnt how to work the chess 
clocks, record their results and 
they also learnt how to win 
and lose graciously. Results 
wise, to quote Finn, Te Horo 
rocked it. All kids won at least 
one game. Chloe won the 
rookie division, Sam came 2nd 
and Max 3rd; Elsie won the 
girls' junior division and Finn  
came 3rd in the junior division.  
 
“What an awesome event today!  It looked like all the kids enjoyed it. What a great 
experience for them. I think it was probably the first chess competition experience for all 
of them, so well done to everyone for doing something new. So much thinking and quiet 
during all the matches, great job kids! It was a pleasure and a privilege to see them 
representing the school so well throughout the day. Michelle and staff, you can feel 
proud of them all. Thanks again to Nicolette for helping initiate and organise it. Well 
done!”  Sue Lord 

 
“I liked it when I won my first game and 
getting my opponent in checkmate with my 
Pawn.” Thomas 
 
“A thing I learnt at The Chess Competition: I 
learnt that you could do this move called 
‘Castling’ and basically you make your King 
go behind your Castle and then it is 
safe!”  Taylor 
 
 

“I enjoyed luring their Queen in with mine, and then stealing their Queen.”  Kobian 
 
“I was in the Junior division and was aiming to win a medal.  I didn’t get a medal but I 
still had an awesome time.”  Evan 
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“The games were quite interesting. l learned that you can use Knights or Bishops to 
checkmate.”  Lachie  
 
“The best part of the day was tying with the Junior Division winner.  I came third overall 
and this was my first ever Chess Competition.”  Finn 
 
“Something that was new to us all was that each table had a timer for the games.  It 
took us a little while to work out how to use them but in the end we got it.”  Albert 
 
We all had a really great day and learned lots about playing chess.  We are keen to get a 
Chess Club started at school.  Thank you to all the parents who came along and helped 
with transport and supervision, and encouraged us to go to the competition. 
 
 
Te Horo School produces more Masters of the Mind! 
 
The Mastermind Competition is run by the Kapiti Coast District Librarians. It involves 
teams of 5 students reading and then knowing about the 15 books that were finalists in 
New Zealand Book Awards for Children and Young People. Normally the teams would all 
meet at the same venue to be tested on their knowledge, but with Level 2 the librarians 
adapted their plans and visited each school to test the children.  
 
This year we entered two Year 5 & 6 teams and two  
Year 7 & 8 teams. The teams were prepped by our Librarian,  
Leonie Patterson, and supported by Kerry Holwill and their parents.  
 
After waiting for the results to be tallied over the weekend we 
found out on Monday that our Senior 1 Team, consisting of 
 Zara Simpson, Chloe Buller, Pearl Galville-Hall, Bill Brookman 
 and Charlotte Findlay, won the Senior Cup.  The Junior 2 Team,  
consisting of Elsie O’Sullivan, Daya Bramley, Hannah McGee,  
Belle Dal Din and Eliza Vincent, won the Junior Cup! 
 
Fantastic work, everyone!  
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Maths Week 
Last week the children participated in 
Maths Week activities in their house 
groups.  This was an opportunity for the 
children to work with others across the 
school and it was great to see the 
children demonstrating the 'Team 
Player' component of our learner profile, 
building positive relationships with other 
people.  The children made paper planes 
and measured the distance they flew, 
created symmetrical patterns, 
constructed mazes and played with tangram puzzles.  Thanks to the children who 
worked so well with one another, the house leaders who led with pride and the teachers 
for making the Maths Week activities possible.  It was a fun afternoon! 
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Kyle & Kiara Koizumi - Message from Japan  
Thank you to Chriss MacPherson and Kyle Koizumi who recently arranged for Kyle’s 
guitar to be donated to the Te Horo School Music programme.  Kyle and his sister Kiara 
live in Japan with their parents, and usually travel to NZ in their summer holidays to visit 
family and friends.  While they are here in NZ, they like to spend a few weeks attending 
school here at Te Horo School.   
Here is some of a message from mum Chriss, updating us on how things are going in 
Japan so far this year: 

“We are still very much walking around nervous here in Japan - and have no idea 
what will happen over the next few months. The kids were very sad we couldn't 
be in NZ this winter - Kiara is hoping she will be able to go next year... she 
doesn't want to miss out on seeing her friends another year.  
This year the children have only two weeks of summer holiday. They still have a 
lot of summer holiday homework - Japan is trying to help the kids catch up on 
time lost during the lockdown.  
Kyle is doing well back here - he has great friends and they look out for each 
other in a lovely way. He is working hard on improving his grades and enjoying 
being back on the soccer team. 
Kiara has had a super busy year - she challenged herself to bake or cook at least 
one thing a day - and has stuck to it. She's in the kitchen daily. On top of that - 
during lockdown - she thought she'd start giving kids throughout Japan cooking 
lessons and has since taught groups of kids from countries around the world. 
Please pass our love to all the wonderful teachers, staff and students at Te Horo. 
We really do miss you all and are super sad we can't be there with you right 
now.” 

 
Y8 and Y6 Camp Fundraising 
 
Produce Stand at the Waikanae Market – Saturday 29 August 
Janet McKendry has organized a stand and is inviting parents and children to donate 
produce and “man” the stall between 7.30-11.30am.  So far there have been generous 
offers of fresh flowers, pinecones, lemonade, avocados and grapefruit. 
Sue Lord has put a request out for 10-12 very small jars (for honey) – if you have jars or 
other produce to donate, please call Sue on 027 947 5514. 
 
Daffodils 
Sammy and Libby are selling bunches of daffodils before and after school (supply 
permitting) as a fundraiser for Year 6 Camp $2 bunch, approx 15 stems per bunch. 
Cash only please. Great initiative girls! 
 
Bake Sale 
Thank you to everyone who contributed to and helped to organise the Year 8 Bake sale. 
It was a wonderful success. Thank you to the Te Horo School Community, for generously 
supporting the fundraising cause. Due to everyone’s collective generosity, $447.00 was 
raised and will be put towards Year 8 camp.                                 Peter, Kerry and Danielle 
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Garden Club 

Thanks to the kind person 
who dropped off the stack of 
plastic plant pots.  If you have 
any unwanted garden tools 
or seeds, we’d love to take 
them off your hands. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
Ag Night 
So lovely to see the lambs at school and hear the children’s news about their animals. 
Just a reminder that the bus company have asked that only caged lambs that can fit on a 
child’s lap are allowed on the school bus. Your child should have brought home their 
project booklet to complete for Ag Night.  If they haven’t, they can pop into the office 
for one. 
 
Nga mihi nui, 
Michelle Tate (Principal)  
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Elizabeth Laws 
For confidently sharing her 
learning with your parents. Great 
talking about what you are 
learning in room 1.  Ka pai to mahi 
 
 

Emily Wilkinson 
For  a confident start to  
Te Horo School. Your 
enthusiasm and delight at 
learning new things brings 
joy to those around you. 
Tino pai rawa. 
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Tāne Drewry 
For being a capable learner and 
persevering with your reading.  You 
have been practising using your voice 
and making your reading sound fun 
and interesting. 
Ka mau te wehi ! 

Skalett Gray 
For being an awesome team 
player in room 2 and always 
ready to help others and 
share your ideas.  You are a 
great role model.   
Ka pai Skalett ! 
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Jackson White 
For being a caring and kind member 
of Room 3!  Keep up the great work 
Jackson! 
Ka mau te wehi Jackson! 

Felix Beach 
For approaching your 
learning with a “can do” 
attitude and a smile.  Keep 
up the great work Felix! 
Ka rawe Felix! 
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 Te Marie Rapata 
For believing in yourself and being confident in who 
you are. We love hearing your beautiful singing voice 
loud and proud every time Te Kaupeka sings. 
 
Brianna Jackson 
For showing the team how awesome you are and 
putting a massive effort into your mahi recently! 
 
Matilda-Jane Vincent 
For sharing your learning with others around you and 
helping them learn too, ka pai Matilda-Jane. 
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Jahna O’Callaghan  
 
For thinking about what she wanted 
to share during her SLC and doing a 
great job! 
Amazing. 

Aiden Beach  
 
For her wonderful thinking 
and focus during Math. 
 
Miharo!! 
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Aurora Gadsby 
 
For being a capable learner, 
showing perseverance and 
determination with her learning. 

Finn Butler 
For his enthusiasm and 
assistance in putting 
together a team to compete 
at the Chess tournament in 
Levin this week.  It was great 
to see his organisational 
skills in action.   
Ka rawe Finn! 
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Cooper Campbell-Day   
 
For consistently showing kindness 
towards others, and showing 
initiative to complete class jobs 
without being asked. Tu Meke!   

 Erin Brown 
 
For demonstrating 
perseverance and a can-do 
attitude towards her 
learning. It’s been great to 
see you taking more risks 
with your learning Erin! 
Tino Pai! 
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Charlie, well done for showing 
greater resilience when faced with 
challenging situations. It is great to 
see you taking risks and working 
diligently to overcome obstacles in 
your learning. 

 

Chloe, well done for your many achievements in 
the Chess Tournament. You always give of your 
best in everything that you do and strive for 
excellence. 
 
Abbi, your calm, reliable and consistent nature 
helps to contribute to the overall wellbeing of the 
classroom. You are a wonderful role model to your 
peers. 
 
Eva, thank you for generously giving up so much of 
your time to help organise, direct and contribute to 
the bake sale. This contribution is made all the 
more significant as you are a Year 7 student. 

 
Ko koutou nga whetu katoa. 
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Indie Hoare  
Good Citizen - You are proving 
yourself to be an excellent 
role model in and around the 
school.  Thanks for being such 
a great buddy to the younger 
children! 
 

Thomas Kelly 
Team Player - You 
build positive 
relationships with 
people around you 
and work well both on 
your own and with 
other people!  A joy to 
be around! 

 
Plastic Free Lunches Results 

As part of our sustainability focus at Te Horo School, students are encouraged to look for ways to bring zero non-recyclable 
or non-reusable soft plastic in their lunchboxes.   
 

Week 3 
Most plastic free lunches: 
1st Room 4 
2nd Room 2 
Most improved: 
Room 1 

Week 4 
Most plastic free lunches: 
1st jointly Rooms 1,3,4 
 
Most improved: 
Room 3 

 

Sports Notices and Results 

Our Sports Coordinator  

Danielle McMurchie is our School Sports Coordinator. She is the first point of contact for sports at Te Horo School. We 
have parent volunteers who coach, and other staff that organise and run events. If you have a query or question and you 
are not sure who to contact, please email Danielle and she will either assist or put you in contact with the person that can 
danielle.mcmurchie@th.school.nz  

Roblox - Hockey  

From Coach Nicolette Butler: The Roblox have had three weeks of wins. Fingers crossed it continues. Player of the day was 
Callum last week and Alex this week.  
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Louis Willetts 
For Capability:   Louis is taking 
pride in the presentation of his 
work, writing with a tidy 
handwriting style. 
Well done Louis! 

Bill Brookman 
For Communication:  Bill 
is a confident 
communicator who 
enjoys sharing his 
knowledge with 
enthusiasm and 
confidence. He is also 
putting a lot of effort 
into the presentation of 
his work. 
Well done Bill! 

 

  

mailto:danielle.mcmurchie@th.school.nz
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The Invincible Legends - Hockey  

From Coach Lou Hinton: Legends played a tough game against Foxton beach last week. First loss of the season - 2-3.  They 
really had to put on their running shoes and are working hard to make the finals.  Well done team and well done Libby. 
You have been improving every week by miles. Don't forget to put on those running shoes daily and get faster. 

Year 3 - 6 Neball Update 

We have been advised that the competition will not start this week.  The organisers will be in touch with us early next 
week with an update on the season. 

Year 3-4 and 5-6 Hockey Update 

Horowhenua Hockey returns on Saturday! Please ask your teams to tap sticks instead of handshakes at the end of games. 
They have hand sanitiser stations on the welcome sign and by the canteen, and ask everyone to practise safe social 
distancing. There are government QR codes on the front gate to scan. 

 

 

Home & School meeting  

Friday 21st August at 9.15am at Ruth 
Pretty's to vote in a new Chair and 
Secretary to the committee.  All 
welcome. 
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Community News 

Pop Up Musical Theatre presents 
Into the Wood Jr 
September 10-12 in the Te Horo School Hall 
Tickets:  $15/$10 
 
Tickets are now on sale for this exciting show brought to you by 
the team that brought you Annie Jr, Madagascar Jr and Mary 
Poppins Jr! 
 
Be careful what you wish for, as Stephen Sondheim’s and James Lapine’s cockeyed fairytale comes to life this September in this adaptation 
of their groundbreaking, Tony Award-winning musical.  Into the Woods JR.features all of your favorite characters — Cinderella, Little Red 
Riding Hood, Jack (and his beanstalk) and the Witch — in this lyrically rich retelling of classic Brothers Grimm fables. Throw in a couple of 
Princes, a Wolf, Rapunzel and a baker and his wife - and the stage is set!   
  
The show is directed by Jacqui Simpson, with a talented cast of 24 students aged from 8 to 13, mostly from Te Horo School, backed by a 
wonderful production team. Come and support theatre in Te Horo and enjoy the wonderful songs, amazing costumes, humour and 
drama. At present we are hoping we will be back in Level 1 so that performances will all go ahead as planned. Should this not be the 
case, we will make alternative arrangements but the show will 
definitely go on! 

Online bookings are now open! Go to 
www.popupmusicaltheatre.co.nz  Get your tickets now!  
Enquiries:  jacquisimpson.nz@gmail.com. 

 

sKids After School Care 

We can support your before/after and holiday care needs - 
After School Care based at Te Horo School.  To enrol and book 
just go to www.skids.co.nz, from the home page click on the 
blue parent login button which takes you to sKids AimyPlus, or 
go to https://skids.aimy.co.nz/Account/Login then click on the 
purple 'New parent? Register here' button to create your 
profile using the drop down menu's, tick boxes and free fields 
then go on to make your booking.  If you need any assistance 
please don't hesitate to make contact 
with sonia@skids.co.nz or 027 739 1986 

http://www.popupmusicaltheatre.co.nz/
mailto:jacquisimpson.nz@gmail.com
http://www.skids.co.nz/
https://skids.aimy.co.nz/Account/Login
mailto:sonia@skids.co.nz
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If you wish to advertise in our newsletter, 

please email office@th.school.nz 


