
   

  Page 1 of 13 

   
 

 

16th September 2020 Newsletter #14 
 

Te Horo School 
Phone: 06 364 3071 

Office Email: office@th.school.nz   

Principal Email: michelle.tate@th.school.nz 

Website: www.th.school.nz  

 
Kia ora koutou, 
 
Teacher Only Day 
The teachers only day held on 14th September had teachers from all over Ōtaki 
connecting digitally and working together.  It was a pretty momentous occasion, with 
kura kaupapa, english immersion schools and the college all working together for the 
first time in a long time!  
 
We had the privilege of listening to three keynotes speakers.  Ani Mikaere gave us an 
overview of the history of Ōtaki and the place of Ngāti Raukawa which, like every iwi, 
has been shaped by a complex combination of influences over time.  She challenged us 
to consider our role as teachers who live and work with Ngāti Raukawa students and 
whānau in the Ōtaki community. Derek Wenmoth spoke on the topic of “Educating for 
What Makes Us Human”, focusing on how we support the development of citizenship 
and character in our learners as we engage with them on their journey through 
school.  Āwhina Gray discussed “What makes an effective teacher?”  She focused on the 
teacher qualities that people value the most with a view to considering what this might 
look like in our community. 
 
Teachers could then choose from workshops on T Shaped Literacy, Student Design for 
Learning with Digital Learning Objects, Developing Mathematical Inquiry Communities, 
Te whakaako o te Hangarau Matihiko/ being 'Digitally Prepared' and the new content of 
the Digital Technology Curriculum, Learners in Charge!?, Te Tiriti o Waitangi with Ani 
Mikaere, Engaging learners with Hāpara Workspaces and their own Student Dashboard. 
 
The day linked strongly to our strategic goal of “Growing our capability as learners” and 
the work the teachers have been doing on upskilling themselves in Cultural 
Competencies, and understanding and implementing the Digital Technologies 
Curriculum. It also focused on our strategic goal to “Create engaging relevant, real life 
learning experiences”; developing student agency, and building Māori and other cultural 
perspectives into programmes and learning experiences.  
 
We all came away from the day inspired! 
 
 
 

 

Term dates 
Term 3: Jul 20 – Sept 25 
Term 4: Oct 12 – Dec 18 
 
 

Upcoming events 
Sep 17 

International Talk Like a Pirate Day 

 
Sep 14-20 

Te Wiki o te reo Māori 
 
Sep 21-25 

Spellathon forms and money returned to 
school 
 
Sep 22 

Y1-4 Performing arts sharing 1.30pm 
 
Sep 23 

Board of Trustees Meeting, 7pm at  
Te Horo School. Agenda and papers 
available at the office three days prior. 
 
Sep 24 

Y5-8 Music & performing arts sharing 
1.45pm 
 
Fish n Chip fundraiser for Y6  
 
Sep 25 – Last day of Term 3 
Pink Carnation art experience with 
sausage sizzle 
 
Paddy’s sweets stall after school 
 
Oct 8 
Year 6 Movie Fundraiser 8:15pm at 
Shoreline Cinema 
 
Oct 18 
Home & School Garage Sale 
 
Oct 30 
School disco 
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Spellathon 
Week 9 (this week):  Forms have been returned to school so we can test the children on 
their words, record their results and then send the sponsorship form home again. 
Week 10 (next week):   Money collected and returned to school with the form.  If you 
are paying money directly into the account provided, please make sure you include 
Spellathon, your child’s name and their room number in the reference.  This is so we can 
record the amount that each child has raised so we can accurately identify the prize 
winners and the winning class. 
  
A reminder that there are prizes for those children in Y1/2, Y3/4, Y5/6 and Y7/8 who can 
collect the most sponsorship money.  1st prize is a $50 voucher, 2nd prize is a $30 
voucher, 3rd prize is a $20 voucher.   The children are able to nominate where they 
would like a voucher from (Otaki to Paraparaumu).  As an extra incentive the class that 
collects the most sponsorship money (per head) will be treated to a shared lunch 
provided by school.  Thanks in advance for your ongoing support with this, and to Mac 
Engineering and O’Hagan Electrical for sponsoring the prizes.  

 
Music and Performing Arts Sharing 
As part of the Music and Performing Arts programmes that have been running this term, 
all children will participate in sharing what they have been learning.  These sharing 
sessions will take place in the final week of this term, with Year 1-4 sharing on Tuesday 
afternoon, 22 September starting at 1:30pm, and Year 5-8 children sharing on Thursday 
afternoon, 24 September starting at 1:45pm, both in the school hall. Please come along 
if you can.  

 
Pop Up Band Performance 
On Monday 7th September there was a pop up band performance by Dislocate and 
Strange Matter at lunchtime.  Both bands did an amazing job performing for their first 
‘live’ audience this year. The Hall was humming and we are all looking forward to future 
performances.  

 
Disco Parent Help - Friday 30 October 
Year 1 - 4 disco will take place between 4 - 5pm and we ask that parents stay to help 
supervise their children.  
Year 5 - 8 disco will take place between 5:30 - 6:30pm 
You are welcome to drop your children off (or stay if you feel so inclined).   
Tickets will go on sale closer to the date. 
 
The theme of the disco is Superstars.  The children may dress up in the theme, that is 
anyone that they see as their Superstar.  The money raised from the disco will go 
towards purchasing the Year 8 Leavers Jerseys.  The Year 7 Disco Committee, made up 
of Thomas, Adam, Dylan, Mackenzie, Preslee, Ruby, Charlotte, Bill and Lochie and 
working really hard alongside Mrs McMurchie to plan this event but they do need some 
support and help from some keen parents.  Helping this group would involve helping 
them to sort out the decorations and ordering some of the food - but who knows they 
may try and rope you into some other tasks as their planning evolves. 
 
If you can help with the organisation of the disco then please make contact with 
Danielle danielle.mcmurchie@th.school.nz.  Alongside this, they are putting the call out 
for any fairy lights or mirror balls that they can borrow for the evening.  Again, please 
make contact with Danielle if you can support the group with these decorations. 

 

Welcome to Avah O’Donnell & 
Sophie Boyle and their families.  
Avah joins Room 4 and Sophie 
joins Room 1. We hope you both 
enjoy your time with us! 
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Clean Up NZ Week 
This week was Clean Up NZ Week.  Te Hua Rakau wanted to do their bit to clean up their 
little piece of paradise at school and spent a morning block cleaning up our school 
grounds.  They were busy deheading the hydrangeas, putting the bark back in the 
playgrounds, cleaning out the gutters along the turf - with some collecting some spare 
change for their efforts, and clearing out the rubbish in the hedges that line School 
Road.  Some children were so keen on cleaning up that they chose to continue working 
through their morning tea and lunch breaks.   
 
Awesome work, from both the Seniors and Juniors!  It is great to see the rewards  
in your efforts and the school grounds looking that much cleaner. 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dress Up Like a Pirate Day 
 
We would like to encourage your child to have some fun and find 
their pirate voice.  Although International Talk Like a Pirate Day falls 
on September  19th, we are hoping to bring some “arrrghhh” into 
the last few weeks of Term 3.   
 
Dig out some pirate dress ups and let’s have some fun! 
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Visit from Bernard Long 

We would like to thank Bernard Long for coming along and discussing 
the environment and sustainability with Te Kaupeka and Te Hua 
Rakau. We were excited to hear from such a passionate advocate for 
sustainable practices. Te Kaupeka children were excited to learn 
about the importance of reserves, especially the local ones.  Te Hua 
Rakau heard about climate change and the small steps that they can 
be taking at school to reduce their footprint.  The children asked 
some very thought provoking questions!  Te Kaupeka hopes to have 
success working to support the Friends of Ōtaki River in the future, 
but first we will get stuck into picking up the rubbish at school! 
 
 
Year 6 Camp Fundraising  

 

To Jane Bosanquet who sold a 

batch of her delicious bread and 

donated $99 to the Year 6 camp 

fundraising effort. 

 

Sports and School Uniform 

Amnesty 

Please check your drawers, 
school bags, down the back of 
the dryer and over the fence at 
the neighbours for distinctive red 
(or navy/red) uniforms to return 
to school ASAP!   
 
This is also a call out for spare 
clothes that have been lent out of 
the office to be returned. 
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Fish n Chip Thursday – 24 September  
A Fish and Chip lunch on Thursday 24 September has 
been arranged as a fundraiser for Year 6 Camp.  All 
orders need to be placed along with your payment 
by Tuesday 22 September. Orders cannot be taken 
on the day.  
 
The cost  is $6 per order, with a range of options: 
Option 1: 3 Fish bites, 1 Potato fritter, 1/2 scoop Chips 
Option 2: 3 Chicken nuggets, 1 Potato fritter, 1/2 scoop Chips 
Option 3: 1 Hot dog, 1 Potato fritter, 1/2 scoop Chips 
Option 4: 1 Sausage, 1 Potato fritter, 1/2 scoop Chips 

 
Orders need to be placed by filling out an order form available in the school office. 
Please include the correct change. 
 

Mastermind Prizegiving 
Stephanie from KCDC Libraries attended hui 
on September 10th to present the Senior 
and Junior Cups to our Masters of the Mind!    
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A Note from Home & School 

Paddy may not be having a ‘Mart’ this weekend but will be pulling on the gumboots instead for… 

Bric a brac, toys, mystery goods, sausages ... it’ll 

be a fun morning of fundraising.  Anyone who’d 

like to help behind the scenes, please let Home 

and School know We love volunteers. 

The main Paddy’s raffle will be drawn at the 

garage sale too. Raffle tickets will be coming out 

to families next week.   

 

Cow Pat Bingo is still going ahead, details to be confirmed soon, and be assured Paddy will be bringing games 

to another smaller event soon… 

If you haven’t brought your donated goods into the office yet, there’s still time.   

 

Daffodil Day  
We marked this special and significant day by wearing bright colours, planting a 
summer garden and sharing a selection of poignant poems written by the students. 
Farmer Tammy Evans, had her hair shaved in support of Shave for a Cure and it was 
great to be part of helping her to reach her fundraising goal. Our coin trail also 
collected $286.10 to donate to the Cancer Society. Thank you to all the parents who 
came along and supported the cause, and the children who helped to organise the day. 
 
Lastly, but certainly NOT leastly … 
Congratulations to the cast and crew of sellout 

production Into the Woods Jnr! You wowed us with a 
production that had all the elements of a Broadway 
hit. Talented acting, impressive singing, brilliant 
costumes, hair and makeup, and a wonderful 
set/lighting which transported us all into the woods.  It 
really is very special to have Jacqui, Sarah, Leonie and 
a team of dedicated parents in the school, to give our 
students such a rich opportunity. 
 
 
 
Nga mihi nui, 
Michelle Tate (Principal)  
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Tamatea Moke-Hunter 
For always showing 
kindness and respect 
towards your classmates, 
teachers and classroom 
equipment.   
Ka mau te wehi! 
 
 

Alexia Corbitt 
For  having a sense of fun in your 
learning and sharing this with your 
friends. He whetū koe! 
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Ally Moore-Jones 
Ally, you show that you 
are capable by always 
trying your best and 
challenging yourself.  You 
keep going even when 
you find things hard. 

Effie West 
Effie, your curiosity and love for 
the environment and the world 
around you is wonderful to 
see.  Keep sharing your ideas with 
us.  
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Jamie O’Callaghan 

Capable - For taking risks 
in your learning, especially 
with your writing.  Your 
determination and 
positive attitude is noticed 
and appreciated!  
Ka mau te wehi Jamie!  

Rosa Guthrie 

Good Citizen - For being a great 
role model in Room 3.  You try 
your best and show HEART in 
everything you do.  Well done 
Rosa! 
Ka mau te wehi Rosa!  

 

  

R
O

O
M

 7
 

  

 

Brianna Jackson: For putting a big effort into your focus on 
your sustainability inquiry.  

Alex Findlay: For being a curious learner. Consistently 
listening actively and asking thoughtful questions.  

Milla Jarnell: For working hard this week to reach your 
learning goals and working hard to use the swing. 
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Jayden Corbitt 
Wow, what incredible 
focus! You are doing so 
well Jayden we are really 
proud of you. Keep it up! 

 
 

Charlotte Dench 

For being a proactive and thoughtful 
student. Wonderful citizenship 
Charlotte. 

 Kei runga noa atu koe! 
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Tuaatu Moka  
For always having such a 
positive attitude to everything, 
and for being supportive of 
others.  You are a great Team 
Player and we love having you 
as part of our class.  Ka pai 
Tuaatu! 

Eliza Vincent 
For showing she is a great 
Communicator, challenging herself to 
step out of her comfort zone and show 
leadership in sharing her thoughts and 
ideas with others, both in the classroom 
and with the school.  Ka rawe Eliza! 
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Sammy Crewther 
 
Sammy Crewther for 
approaching all challenges 
with a growth mindset. 
Sammy you strive to do 
your best in all your 
undertaking, which is 
awesome! Ka Pai! 

 Emily Cottle 
 
For consistently demonstrating a 
positive attitude towards her learning. 
Taking her time, and showing pride in 
the tasks she completes. Tu Meke 
Emily! 
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Preslee Miscall 
 
For Resilience 
You display a can do 
attitude in Mathematics 
and your confidence in 
your own abilities just 
keeps growing and 
growing.  Well done! 

George Crocker 
 
Team Player 
You build positive 
relationships with 
people around you and 
take on a leadership 
role when working in 
groups.  Well done!  

 
Sports Notices and Club Information 
Tough Guy and Gal Challenge 
A reminder to please let Danielle McMurchie (danielle.mcmurchie@th.school.nz) know if you have entered your child in 

the Tough Guy and Gal Challenge being held in Palmerston North on Monday 19 October  

Cross Country - Regionals, Invitational, Interregional 
We would like to take the opportunity to congratulate Shelby, Lenix, Sam, Abigail, Makenzie, Savannah, Kareena and  
Emily O who all qualified for the Regional Cross Country as a result of their outstanding performance at the Interschool 
Cross Country.  Unfortunately, after cancellation, these children have not had the opportunity to participate in the 
Regionals, Invitational or Interregional Cross Country events, which we all agree is a real shame.  We were looking forward 
to celebrating future successes with you.  We look forward to seeing your running results in 2021! 

R
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Ben, for quietly and conscientiously being responsible 
and reliable in all that he undertakes. Thank you for all 
your help with the organising of Daffodil Day, on the 
day. 
Oli, for consistently taking responsibility for her own 
learning by managing her time efficiently, and striving, 
methodically to meet set goals.  
Ava, for producing a beautiful and well thought through 
written argument. 
Luka, for being dependable and generous is sharing his 
knowledge and time with others. 
Makenzie, for being a Good Citizen and showing 
kindness and inclusiveness in the way in which she has 
welcomed and supported a new student into Te Horo 
School and Room 4. 
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Liam Beazely 
For capability 
 
You are  showing a 
willingness to try new 
skills and greater 
perseverance when you 
find activities 
difficult.  Mako rai! (Well 
done) 
 

Charlotte  Findlay 
For communication 
 
You are developing a lovely 
fluent handwriting style, using 
feedback provided and have 
written some excellent full 
sentence answers to our novel 
questions recently.  Tino pai! 
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Year 3 & 4 Hockey – Roblox 
The Year 3 & 4 Hockey season came to an end on Saturday.  We would like to take this opportunity to congratulate the 
students in this team; Jake, Alex, Kieran, Callum, Tayla, Brianna, Vincent and Augie.  You have played an outstanding season 
of Hockey and have really developed your skill level over the course of the term.  We have enjoyed reading your team 
updates in the newsletter each week, a number of wins we might add!  We would also like to take this opportunity to thank 
Nicolette and Cam Butler who trained, coached and managed this team.  Without the support of our parents our children 
would not be able to play in these competitions, and we are very grateful for taking on this role and allowing our school to 
be represented in the Year 3 & 4 Hockey competition.  Thank you so much! 

Sports Prizegiving 
We are currently talking about holding a Sports Prize Giving early in Term 4.  We are just thinking through what this may 
look like given that this year's sporting events have been significantly reduced due to Covid level restrictions and 
subsequent cancellations.  We will let you know what we have planned once we have finalised some decisions. 
 
Year 3 - 6 Netball  
The organisers have made the difficult decision to cancel the Year 3 - 6 Otaki netball season.  The start date has been 
moved and moved again in light of Level 2 restrictions and given that we are still in Level 2 with one week of the term 
remaining the competition has been cancelled.  A shame for all of our children that registered, yet understandable given 
the circumstances. A big thank you to James & Sera, and Kimberley and Lilian who had offered to coach and manage these 
teams. If you had a school shirt issued for this netball season please return to the office as soon as is convenient for you. 
Here’s looking forward to a great netball season in 2021. 
 

Tennis, anyone? 
A fun event for all ages.  
Sat 10 & Sun 11 Oct 1-4pm 
Racquets supplied. BBQ. Prizes. Games. 
Free event at Otaki Sports Club - Tennis 
Courts 
Haruatai Park, Mill Road, Otaki 
www.lovetennis.kiwi 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Play Junior Cricket this Summer! 

Waikanae Cricket has been re-established and is holding a Junior Registration Day on Sat 19 Sept, 2 – 4pm.  BBQ, fun 

skills & drills.  For more info visit: 

www.facebook.com/WaikanaeCricket 

Otaki Cricket Club are holding a Junior Registration Day on Sun 20 Sept, 2 – 3.30pm at Haruatai Park.  All welcome! Past 

players are also encouraged to sign up for the Old Fellas’ Social Grade.  For more info call Ian Rolton, Junior Convener on 

0274 417 971 

 

  

http://www.facebook.com/WaikanaeCricket
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Community News 

SHORT TERM GRAZING REQUIRED 
We are looking for short term grazing for up to 8 weeks for 5 friendly sheep and 10 very cute lambs while we rest our 
paddocks and fertilise them. They will need a paddock that has sheep proof Fencing but I can bring water most days if 
water isn’t easily accessible. 
We would need to be able to drive in to a paddock with a horse float or use yards if you have them. Te Horo area preferred. 
We are happy to pay for this grazing. Rate negotiable.  If you can help please ring Jacqui on 0275136317. 
 
COASTLANDS STAR SEARCH 
Coastlands Star Search is on in Coastlands shopping town, Paraparaumu in the first week of the upcoming school holidays!  
If you've got a talent - singing, dancing, gymnastics, acting, or anything you think the judges would like to see, then please 
pick up an entry form from the School Office or Coastlands Information Desk, download a form off the Coastlands Star 
Search Facebook page or email Alison.drury@nzme.co.nz . 
There are two categories – Category 1 is children aged between 5 and 11, and Category 2 is for ages 12-17 (or 18 if still at 
secondary school). Be in to win awesome prizes from Stirling Sports, House of Sound Music Academy, The Waterfront, 
Coastlands Aquatics Centre & Kapiti Tenpin. Coastlands Aquatic Centre are again on board, giving you the chance to win a 
Pool Party at the Aquatic Facility. You get free entry for 20 people plus $100 worth of catering provided by Plunge Café. 
Conditions apply. 
 In conjunction with Coastlands Shopping Town and The Hits. 
 
sKids After School Care 

We can support your before/after and holiday care needs - After 
School Care based at Te Horo School.  To enrol and book just go 
to www.skids.co.nz, from the home page click on the blue parent 
login button which takes you to sKids AimyPlus, or go 
to https://skids.aimy.co.nz/Account/Login then click on the 
purple 'New parent? Register here' button to create your profile 
using the drop down menu's, tick boxes and free fields then go 
on to make your booking.  If you need any assistance please 
don't hesitate to make contact with sonia@skids.co.nz or 027 
739 1986 
 

mailto:Alison.drury@nzme.co.nz
http://www.skids.co.nz/
https://skids.aimy.co.nz/Account/Login
mailto:sonia@skids.co.nz
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Whitby Collegiate October Holiday Programmes 

Whitby Collegiate will be hosting three Holiday Programmes in 

October - Robotics/Artificial Intelligence, Maths and a Wynton 

Rufer Football 4-day Academy.  For more information and 

registration details, please visit the Whitby Collegiate website  

https://www.whitbycollegiate.school.nz/holiday-programmes   

 

https://www.whitbycollegiate.school.nz/holiday-programmes
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If you wish to advertise in our newsletter, 

please email office@th.school.nz 


