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25th November 2020 Newsletter #19 
 

Te Horo School 
Office Email: office@th.school.nz   

Principal Email: michelle.tate@th.school.nz 

Website: www.th.school.nz  

 

Kia ora koutou, 

 

It’s been a busy couple of weeks and a highlight for me was seeing the school community 
out in force to support our young farmers, gardeners and Lego masters at Ag Night. How 
lucky were we with that perfect Spring evening!  A huge thank you to Whaea Amanda who 
was outstanding in her field (excuse the pun), in her very first experience of organising Ag 
Night.  Photos and results will be posted on our website for you to enjoy. 

 

New teacher 

Introducing our new staff member, Emma Collins. Emma will be joining us from the start 
of 2021. Emma is in her eighth year of teaching, having taught previously at Fernlea 
School, Adventure School and Titahi Bay School.   

 

 “Kia Ora, My name is Emma Collins and I am very excited to be 
working at Te Horo School next year. I have recently bought my first 
home in Paraparaumu and I am loving living so close to the beach. 
In my spare time I enjoy reading, seeing my friends and family and 
walking my rescue dog Silas. Next year will be my 9th year teaching 
and I look forward to getting to know the Te Horo community and 
the children.” 

 

Fond farewells 

Please join us on Thursday 17th December to farewell Margaret Wickens & Leonie 
Patterson, who are both retiring, Josh Fielding who is moving to the Wairarapa with his 
family, and Amelia Kirton as her fixed term contract with us finishes.  

We are planning a Farewell School Assembly at 2pm followed by an afternoon tea in the 
Hall from 2:50pm-4pm.  We’d love it if you could come and join us. 

 

Visit to Te Horo Fire Station 

The Junior school had a wonderful adventure to our local Te Horo Fire Station. 

The children showed some good citizenship as we walked down and had lots of questions 
about the role of firefighter and some of the equipment they use.  

The fire chief Brian was incredibly informative and we were lucky to have James too! The 
children would like to invite you to come to school and we will show you around! They 
are so great. Each child was able to practice using the hose (if they wanted too). They had 
to aim it at some cones and try to move it around, they only got the teachers once! 

 

Last day of the year 
12.30pm Wednesday 18 Dec 
 

First day of 2021  

Wednesday 3 February  
 

Upcoming events 

Nov 26 

Amazing Race – Paraparaumu College 

(for Y8’s attending next year) 

KYS visiting Year 8 

Afterschool touch finishes for 2020 

Nov 27 

Paraparaumu College visiting Year 8s  

Nov 30 

Waikanae Pool trip - Te Tipu & Te 

Kaupeka (Year 1-4) 

Dec 2 

School Trustee Election voting closes 

Dec 3 

School assembly (please note: Thurs) 

Otaki College visiting Year 8s 

Dec 4 

Kapa Haka Festival 

Dec 7 

Carols at Coastlands - Juniors 

Dec 8 

Year 7/8 speech finals 

Dec 10 

Year 7/8 immunisations 

Year 8 leavers’ dinner 6pm 

Dec 11 

Vidiluch Vase Tabloid Sports afternoon 

2021 Class Lists Published 

Home & School carols evening 5-7pm 

Dec 17 

Staff Farewell assembly followed by 

afternoon tea 2pm  

Prizegiving 6pm 

Dec 18 

School finishes 12:30pm 

mailto:office@th.school.nz
mailto:michelle.tate@th.school.nz
http://www.th.school.nz/
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Here is one of the thank you notes from 
Year 3:  

 

Thank you for letting us come to the fire 
station. I enjoyed coming and seeing all of 
your amazing staff. I learnt lots of 
interesting things about fire safety and 
your job that I didn’t know before. I 
enjoyed meeting you all, thank you. 

 

Year 7 Education Outside the Classroom 

While the Year 8s were away on camp the Year 7s took part in their own EOTC activities. 
On Monday they planned for games, a water fight and a shared lunch. This went ahead 
despite the rain. On Tuesday they took part in a First Aid Course, covering CPR and the 
different ways to safely help people that are hurt. On Wednesday they headed off to Ōtaki 
Beach to take part in Beach Ed, where they learnt about how to stay safe at the beach. 
Thanks to our brave parent helpers who waded into the water in the rain!!  Well done, 
Year 7s, you all gave everything a good go with a can do attitude! 

 

Paraparaumu College Amazing Race - 2021 Enrolments  

Paraparaumu College is holding their Amazing Race for the 2021 Year 9 students on 
Thursday 26 November.  They will be collected from school by bus at 12:25pm and will be 
leaving Paraparaumu College to return to school at 2:30pm.  If your child is on the bus, 
this may mean they miss the school bus and therefore alternative afterschool 
arrangements will need to be made.  Please make sure your child(ren) has a Te Horo 
school top to wear to this event. 

 

Please make Te Whaaro, our 
newest member of  Room 1, 
feel at home.  

Remember to drop your Lucky 
Book Club orders to the Office 
by this Friday 29 November!  
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Kia ora koutou 

The Board has received some great feedback about the Year 8 camp, sounds like it was a blast, 
thanks as always to the teachers and parents for helping create good memories.  At the last 
meeting, the Board also acknowledged and thanked Whaea Amanda for a wonderful Ag night, 
as well as all the other staff (present and past) who spent their evening at school to support the 

children. Well done to all those who took part, and good luck at regionals. 

Work is underway for the two new classrooms. The Ministry asked the Board not to announce them till they were ready, 
which is why there was a pretty tight time frame between the announcement and work starting. It's always a balance when 
deciding where new classrooms can go. The Ministry recommended for the new classrooms to go near existing infrastructure 
and services, and the school worked with Ministry property experts so that playing fields and tree play areas and native trees 
were not dramatically affected. Happily, the maypole will be relocated to a more permanent and stable place and the karaka 
climbing tree will remain. 

Good luck to all those taking part in Cowpat Bingo on Thursday. And, if you haven't already, please send in those votes for 
the Board elections, voting closes on 2 December. The next Board meeting on Wednesday 9 December at 7pm will focus on 
the draft budget for next year. All welcome.  

The Board of Trustees 

Armistice Day 

Thanks you all for the part you played in Armistice 
Day recently.  

Our guests were very impressed with the whole 
event and particularly noted how well everyone 
spoke and the school as a whole contributed. Thanks 
especially to; 

 Mr Nolan & Mrs Holwill for coordinating the 
senior students and set up 

 Quinn for hosting 

 The Year 7 & 8 speakers 

 Mr Nolan & Finn for breaking the flag 

 Ethan & Henry for IT set up 

 

Lastly, I thought you might be interested in reading this article published in Kapiti News 
about the school bands' successes at Bandquest.  

 

Ngā mihi nui,  Michelle Tate (Principal)   
 

From the 
Board 

 
 

Smokefree legislation has 
recently been amended and 
extended to include vaping. 

Smoking and vaping are 
prohibited in our school 

grounds. 

https://www.nzherald.co.nz/kapiti-news/news/school-band-claims-second-at-rockshop-bandquest-wellington-region-finals/WGSQNJWZBDVXSXEQ6ZF66EDMBE/
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Camp Raukawa – Year 8 

WOW!  What an experience!  I would go as far as to say that the three days with the Year 8 
group at Camp was the highlight of my teaching career.  The children certainly came together 
to celebrate their time together as Year 8s in their final few weeks of school.  They were suitably 
challenged by Kayaking, High Ropes, Challenge Course, Archery, Raft Building & Rock 
Climbing.  What impressed me the most was the way in which the children supported and 
encouraged each other as they faced challenges and in some cases, their fears.  It was an honor 
to have the time away with these children and I thank them for creating such a memorable 
experience. 
 
Many thanks to Jason, Glenn, Mike, Helen, Katie and Sophie for coming along to camp as parent 
supervisors, you too helped to make the experience one that was enjoyed by all.  You were there 
to support and challenge the children at every turn and for that, we are incredibly grateful.  I 
hope you have managed to recover from the experience! 

 
Many thanks to Kerry and Peter for their support in the pre-planning and delivery of this 
experience for our Year 8 children.  It was great to have your support and it was a pleasure to 
work with you on this. 

Danielle McMurchie 
 

Saren’s Camp Experience 
On 16 November, the Year 8s went on camp.  I had a really good experience, 
swimming in the river, shooting targets and hanging out with friends.  I am very 
happy and grateful that I had this opportunity to go on this amazing camp.  I 
really enjoyed getting to know the instructors, parents, and teachers more.  One 
of the things I enjoyed the most was taking on new challenges including creating 
the ‘Yellow Cabin’ song.  Even the car ride was fun!  I had an amazing time! 
Thank you! 

 
Logan H’s Camp Experience 
The camp was one of the best experiences of my life.  It was 3 days of jam-
packed challenging activities that involved teamwork, responsibility and facing 
your fears.  I enjoyed learning more about my friends, teachers and the instructors.  My highlight is that I challenged my fear of 
heights on the Rock Climbing wall and High Ropes ladder.  I believe this is showing a can do attitude and I am proud of that.  I am 
grateful for the fact that Mrs McMurchie, Mrs Holwill and Mr Nolan were fun and humorous and not at anytime did they nag!   In 
conclusion Camp Raukawa was a great location, I am glad the teachers were cool, and the High Ropes and Rock Climbing provided 
an amazing experience. 
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Year 8 Atmosphere Writing in Response to Camp 
 
It was mid-afternoon when I stood frozen in awe at the top of the Jacob’s ladder. 
It was a warm sunny day and the world was tinted a forest green. There was a 
strong smell of dew in the trees. Below me, I heard Mrs McMurchie cheering 
loudly.  I was so proud of myself. Livy Flowers 
 
It was late afternoon when I was splashing viciously in the lake. It was a blazing 
hot day. The sunglasses I was wearing made everything sparkly brown. There 
was a strong smell of sludgy mud. In the distance, I heard cicadas clicking, while 
the raft was breaking underneath me. Kiana Scrimgeour 
 
It was mid-afternoon when I excitedly walked to the archery event.  It was a 
humid day.  The sunglasses I was wearing made everything look dark.  In the 
distance, I heard a dull bonk as my arrow hit the bullseye.  Then there was a 
strong smell of freshly drawn money coming from Mike.  Louis Hughes 
 
It was late afternoon when I stumbled down the slippery slope to the beautiful 
waterfall. It was a miserable wet day and to add to that the sunglasses I was 
wearing made everything look grey. There was a strong smell of sweat and tears 
and in the distance, I could hear the sound of rushing water, finally, I was here 
and it was all worth it.  Rosa Vincent 
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AG DAY HOROWHENU GROUP FINALS 

We have some very committed students who have been working hard and building 
lovely relationships with their animals. Group Finals is the next step above our  
Te Horo school Agricultural night. Our students have had some lovely successes we 
would like to share with you all. Please congratulate these young farmers when you 
see them:  

 Elizabeth C. came Highly Commended for her Beef Calf 

 Acacia K. came Highly Commended for her Junior Lamb - Care and Rearing 

 Emily O. came Very Highly Commended for her Senior Best Pet Lamb 

 Tommie D. came Third for her Senior Best Pet Lamb 

 Hannah M. came Second for her Senior Best Pet Lamb 

 Lucy O. came Very Highly Commended for her Senior Best Pet Kid 
 
We would like to acknowledge the multiple successes of Oliver S and Savannah L. 

 Savannah received First Prize for Champion Beef Calf, First place for Senior Ringcraft and 
First place in Champion Yearling. 

 Oliver received Very Highly Commended for Senior Ringcraft, First place for Senior Calves - 
Care and Rearing, First place for Senior Dairy Type and First place for Champion Dairy Type. 
 
Yahoo!!  Well done everyone!  Now, with the exception of Luka A, who had his vege garden 
judged today (watch this space for results) it's time to tuck those scrims away and prepare 
the trees for decorations! We are looking forward to an epic 2021 with loads of container 
gardens, and more of those animals onsite.  Huge thanks to everyone. Whaea Amanda. 
 

 
PLASTIC FREE LUNCHES RESULTS 

Week 5 
Most plastic free lunches: 
1st Room 1 
2nd equal   Room 6 & 9 
 

Week 6 
Most plastic free lunches: 
1st  Room 2 
2nd Room 8 
Most improved: 
Room 7 
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Room 1 Lucinda Blaikie  For taking risks in your learning.  You are developing great reading strategies that are 
helping you zoom forward with your learning.  Tino pai rawa! 

Eva Johnson  For developing your ‘Can do’ attitude. You are learning to pause, take a breath and try 
again.  He whetū koe! 

Room 2 Adrian Freyberg  Adrian, you have shown perseverance and determination in your learning which is 
awesome to see.  Ka Pai Adrian. 

Te Whaiti  You are a super role model in our class.  You are always ready for learning and make positive 
choices.  Ka mau te wehi Te Whaiti. 

Room 3 Harrison Ruth  Harrison, you keep going when things are hard and you are prepared to take risks with 
your learning.  This makes you a super capable member of Room 3! Keep up the great work!  Ka mau te 
wehi Harrison! 

Meelia Hamer  Meelia, you are keen to learn new things and you take it upon yourself to do so, 
showing great initiative.  This makes you a super capable member of Room 3!  Keep up the great work!  
Ka mau te wehi Meelia! 

Room 7 David Beddie  For showing that you are a kind and caring friend to your peers. You have shown that 
you are a mature member of Te Kaupeka by making good choices and giving the teachers 5 in class. 
Thank you for showing such heart in everything you do. 
Vincent Laws  You are a great citizen of Te Horo school who is always willing to help out and is one of 
the best helpers at tidy up time. Kia ora Vincent. 
Rawiri Moke-Hunter  For being a motivated learner who is consistently quick to follow instructions and 
be ready for the next part of your learning. You are such an awesome role model to the others in Te 
Kaupeka. 

Room 8 Manaia Al-Sukhon  For communicating your boundaries with others in class and standing up for 
yourself! He whetu koe! 

Aiden Beach   For her amazing focus in writing. We love hearing what you have to say. Excellent! 

Room 9 Evan Watkins  For the effort he is putting in to being a good self-manager and to focus on his learning.  
He is showing growing awareness of how he can make positive changes to achieve great results.  Ka 
rawe Evan! 

Summer Miscall  For bringing a positive attitude and enthusiasm to all that she does.  She brings a 
sense of fun to the classroom, we enjoy having her smiling face with us each day and she is a great 
team player.  Ka mau te wehi Summer! 

Room 10 Angus Mecoy  For going out of his way to show care and empathy towards others. Tino Pai on 
demonstrating what a good citizen looks like! 

Olivia White  For consistently demonstrating being a team player by supporting team decisions and 
contributing her best to team discussions. Ka Rawe!! 

Room 4 
 
 
 

Year 7 students   Well done to all the Year 7 students for working collaboratively and for being inclusive 
of each other. It was wonderful to see your positivity, determination and spirit of adventure when 
faced with new experiences and challenges. 
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Room 4 
continued 

Year 8 students  Well done for rising to the challenge and exceeding our highest expectations. The 
manner in which you all conducted yourself and behaved was a credit to your family, Te Horo School 
and yourselves. It was privilege and a pleasure spending this time with you all. It was great to see you 
working together and supporting each other to collaboratively overcome and grow. Ka Mau te Wehi! 

Room 5 For all Year 8s   For all showing HEART on camp, you had courage, you showed empathy, you certainly 
had a sense of fun, you were respectful and you were tolerant of one another.  The most important 
thing in life is being good to people - and this legacy you will leave behind.  Thank you for an awesome 
camp experience! 

Mr Nolan   Who showed a tremendous amount of courage on the Year 8 Camp!  He wasn’t afraid to 
take on the challenges alongside the Year 8 students.  He climbed the rock wall, he supported students 
on the Jacobs ladder and he got wet in the kayaks.  An awesome role model Mr Nolan!  Thank you for 
supporting the Year 8s. 

Room 6 For each student who took part in the first aid and life saving activities:  For your positivity and 
resilience in learning new life skills including first aid and life saving and showing a willingness to take 
part regardless of the weather.  
For each student who went on camp:  Thank you for a wonderful camp. Your ability to work together 
when you were learning new skills, provide encouragement and stay resilient when challenged with 
activities outside of your comfort zone and willingness to volunteer to help clean up without having to 
ask, helped make the camp the success that it was. You have left a lasting impression on the instructors 
that you had. Well done! 
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Another Aspiring Young Leader 
Last week we reported that ex-student Josie Brown is Head Girl of Paraparaumu College 2021.  This week it is 
Donald Hall’s turn to be announced as Head Boy 2021 at Ōtaki College.  Congratulations, Donald! 

 
Cowpat Bingo is all go! 
This Thursday evening, we will finally get the answer to that burning question 
“Where will the cow do do-do?” 
Thanks to the Selby family for letting Home & School use their property to stage 
this exciting event.  We’ll keep you posted on whose square the cow patted!  One 
lucky person will win $500! 
 
School pool keys for hire 
Dean has been doing some sterling work and the pool is looking refreshed and 
ready to go.  We are just awaiting delivery of a new pool cover. For $60 you can 
have your own key and enjoy the pool over the summer season, outside of 
normal school hours.  Please email office@th.school.nz or pop in to see Mrs Y if 
you are interested. NOTE:  There are many keys that haven’t been returned 
from last season – please can you either return ASAP for other families to use 
or let the office know you wish to hang onto them for this season, and an 
invoice will be emailed 
to you. 
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Community News

Real Christmas Trees for Sale 
We are students from Otaki College and Manakau School. We 
are selling amazing quality, real Christmas trees. 
Prices start from $40 to $80 size dependant We will be selling 
from the Manakau Domain off Waikawa Beach Road. 
5th and 6th December 
12th and 13th December 
19th and 20th December 
9am - 1pm.   Reservations available.   Please text us at 
0224285719 

 
Learn Guitar! 
Fingerstyle/classical, chords & rhythm, beginners Flamenco 

 understand, play & learn guitar 

 learn & build a strong technique 

 have a plan to learn what you need 
Phone Chris 0276860303 

 
Do you know anyone born overseas who wants to 
improve their English? 
We offer: One-to-one help anywhere in Kapiti (1-2 hours 

a week) 
 Classes in Paraparaumu (2 hours a week)  
 Speaking, Listening, Reading, Writing 
 All levels (beginners to advanced) 
Our tuition is: For new arrivals and also those who have lived 

in New Zealand for years 
 FREE for permanent residents (for other visa 

holders charges apply) 
To contact English Language Partners phone 0800 NEW KIWI or 
0800 639 5494 horowhenua-kapiti@englishlanguage.org.nz 

 
sKids After School Care 
We can support your before/after and holiday care needs 
- After School Care based at Te Horo School.  To enrol and 
book just go to www.skids.co.nz, from the home page click 
on the blue parent login button which takes you to sKids 
AimyPlus, or go to: 
 https://skids.aimy.co.nz/Account/Login then click on the 
purple 'New parent? Register here' button to create your 
profile using the drop down menu's, tick boxes and free 
fields then go on to make your booking.  If you need any 
assistance please don't hesitate to make contact 
with sonia@skids.co.nz or 027 739 1986 
 

 

 

 

mailto:horowhenua-kapiti@englishlanguage.org.nz
http://www.skids.co.nz/
https://skids.aimy.co.nz/Account/Login
mailto:sonia@skids.co.nz
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If you wish to advertise in 

our newsletter, please 

email office@th.school.nz 


