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9th December 2020 Newsletter #20 
 

Te Horo School 
Office Email: office@th.school.nz   

Principal Email: michelle.tate@th.school.nz 

Website: www.th.school.nz  

 

Kia ora koutou, 

What a soggy end to the year we are having!  Fingers crossed for a nice evening on Friday 
for our carols night. 

2021 

We can now confirm the staffing structure for next year, which includes the appointment 
of our new staff member, Emma Collins (check out more information about Emma in the 
last newsletter).   

 Whaea Shar will teach Year 0/1, Whaea Jo and Ms Garrod will teach Year 1/2 

 Whaea Amanda and Miss Collins will teach Year 3/4 

 Mrs Thomsen and Mrs Holwill will teach Year 5/6 

 Mrs McMurchie and Mr Nolan will teach Year 7/8 

We will start school on Wednesday 3rd February, with the opportunity for families to 
come to meet, greet, and join us during the day. Stay tuned for further details once plans 
have been confirmed.  

Our new classrooms should be up and running and ready to occupy for the start of  
Term 1, 2021. This will then give us the opportunity to do the planned work with our 
Ministry School Improvement Package funding on Rooms 7 & 8 and the Office early in the 
year without having to house classes in the Old Hall or the like. The Ministry have 
indicated that Rooms 1 -3 are next on the list for work, with the intention of demolishing 
and replacing them.   

As such, at the start of 2021 once the new classrooms are ready we will have our Y7&8 
classes in the new rooms, Y5&6 in Rooms 9&10, Y3&4 starting the year in the Rooms 4-6 
block before moving back to Rooms 7&8 once the work is completed, and our Y0/1 and 
Y1/2 classes in Rooms 1-3 until work begins on these rooms.  

Class Lists will be published on Friday 11th December followed by a ‘2021 class time’ on 
Tuesday 15th December where students have an opportunity to meet their 2021 class 
face to face.  Class lists will be on display in the windows at each block. A special request 
to all parents... please do not photograph and share these lists over social media for 
privacy reasons.  

There are multiple layers to how class placements are allocated. Teachers have completed 
the lengthy process into which a lot of time and thought has occurred to compile the class 
lists. It is also important to note that when compiling the class lists we take into account 
a lot of things including parent requests and information, previous teachers’ 
recommendations, the balance of girls and boys, year groups, ensuring we have a 
behavioural balance, friendships, etc. Our teachers are wonderful observers and judges 

 

Last day of the year 
12.30pm Wednesday 18 Dec 
 

First day of 2021  

Wednesday 3 February  
 

Upcoming events 

Dec 10 

Year 7/8 immunisations 

Year 8 leavers’ dinner 6pm 

Dec 11 

Vidiluch Vase Tabloid Sports 

afternoon 

2021 Class Lists published 

Home & School carols evening  

5-7pm 

Dec 17 

Staff Farewell assembly followed by 

afternoon tea 2.50pm  

Prizegiving 6-7pm 

Dec 18 

School finishes 12:30pm 

Tug of War - ROPE NEEDED 
We are in need of a ‘tug of war’ 
rope for our Tabloid Sports / 
Vidulich Vase event this coming 
Friday.  We are looking for an 
approximately 20m rope.  Is 
there anyone that can come to 
our aid??? Please contact the 
school office if you can help. 

mailto:office@th.school.nz
mailto:michelle.tate@th.school.nz
http://www.th.school.nz/
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of the relationships in their rooms, and we tap into this expertise when making up class 
lists. In general, we do our very best to put all the pieces of the puzzle together.  

We encourage you to be positive about the class placements with your children, they take 
their cue from you. If they don’t have their best friend in their class, reassure them, we 
will have placed them with at least one friend! If they are concerned, tell them that they 
will have an opportunity to make many new friends in their new class and they will still 
get to play and hang out with their friends. Children test our reaction to news to gauge 
how they should react, we need to be the reassurance they need. Be positive, reassure 
them and show them that you are confident that they will have a good year.  

 

 

Kapa Haka 2020 

This year we had a big group of 65 wonderful members in our Kapa Haka roopu/group.  

After months of practising and ‘the big Covid’ break, the children came together to 
perform beautifully at Kapiti College on the 4th of December/Hakihea. To the kids, you 
held the stage beautifully, you sang clearly and moved together as a team. A special 
thanks to our two leaders/rangatahi - Ethan leading our tama with strength and clarity, 
and Mikayla who called beautifully and always moves with incredible accuracy, inspiring 
others. 

We would like to acknowledge the support of 
our parents, some of whom were there all day 
- from powhiri to the handing over of the mauri 
(of the festival) to Our Lady of Kapiti School! 
We thank you for the transportation and 
general jovial support. We would like to thank 
you all for your costume support too. 

We could not have created the success and 
togetherness without Matua Rangi. He has so 
generously shared his knowledge and time, 

skills and te reo every week. Ngā mihi nu nui ki a koe.   

Equally our tremendous gratitude to Whaea Amanda who has worked tirelessly to support 
and lead the group this year.  ‘Toi tu te kupu, toi tu te mana, toi tu te whenua’. 
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Temporary closure of Otaki Gorge Road in 2021 

As many of you may have heard, Otaki Gorge Road intersection with State Highway 1 will 
be temporary closed in February 2021, to allow for work on the Peka Peka to Otaki 
Expressway.  This closure is expected to last for 11 weeks, during which time traffic will 
be diverted down School Road.  NZTA are working on a traffic management plan to ensure 
the safety of our students, and we will be meeting with them in the new year to review 
and discuss the plan, prior to the road closure. 

Garden Magic 
Whaea Shar and Room 1 spotted a garden that looked ripe for development into a wee 
fairy garden. They have worked together to plan, source materials, trim and set it up. 
Doesn’t it look great? 

 

Leavers Dinner - Year 8 Students Only 

The Year 8 Students Leavers Dinner is tomorrow evening, Thursday 10th December at 
6pm at The Winemakers Daughter.  In previous years the students have dressed up and 
parents have taken photos of the children when they are dropped off.  There are no 
formalities for this event.  The buffet will be ready at 6:15pm, followed by dessert.  The 
children can be picked up from 8pm.  The cost per head for this event is $25 and this has 
been generously subsidised by Home and School.  The cost to each child is $8 for which 
you will have received an emailed invoice – please can this be paid as soon as possible.   
Drinks are not included in this price, however soft drinks are available for $3 each, so 
children can bring cash if they’d like one. There will be a number of staff in attendance, 
so your children will be well supervised.  We are looking forward to sharing this special 
dinner with our Year 8 students. 

Speech Finals 

Congratulations to all of the Year 5 - 8 students who presented their speeches in the 
semi-finals on Monday.  The teachers were most impressed with the quality of your 
speeches and the way that you presented them.  On Tuesday we had the Speech Finals 
where Eva, Albert, Mackenzie, Oli K, Aimee, Eliza, Elsie, Charlie H, Mia, Zara, Charlotte, 

Pallets wanted for fun 
project! 

Whaea Shar is seeking good 
condition pallets and other 
miscellaneous building materials 
for an outdoor play whare she is 
building for the juniors during the 
holidays.  Can be dropped off in 
the play-based learning area 
behind Room 1, and perhaps just 
pop your head in so Whaea Shar 
knows whom to thank profusely! 

 

 
 
School Resources and 
Reading Material  
A call out for the return of 
any Te Horo School 
resources that you may 
have hiding at 
home.  School text books, 
library books, maths 
resources, art equipment… 
anything that belongs to 
the school that could 
potentially be at home.  It's 
the time of the year when 
we take stock of the 
resources we have and 
start thinking about what 
we might need for next 
year.  We look forward to 
the deluge!  Thanks in 
advance! 
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Mikayla, Rosa, Grace, Saren and Livy presented their speeches to all the Year 3 to 8 
children.  Such high quality.  Congratulations to the following students were received 
awards: 

Year 5 Winner:  Albert Year 5 Runner Up:  Aimee 

Year 6 Winner:  Eliza Year 6 Runner Up:  Elsie 

Year 7 Winners:  Eva and Zara 

Year 8 Winner:  Oli K Year 8 Runner Up:  Saren 

Congratulations to Oli K who was announced the speech winner overall. 

Many thanks to Mr Bond and Leonie for judging this speech competition.  We really 
appreciate your time and expertise!  Many thanks also to the whānau that came along 
and supported the children! 

Vegetable Garden Judging Results 

Luka Arkbuckle was our one and only vegetable garden entry this year, and what an 
impressive entry it was!  In the judge’s words:  I said to Luka he’ll get first prize in the 
senior Vegie garden competition for Te Horo School because he was the only entry but I 
should have said it was well deserved and definitely worthy of going to group judging. 

His garden looked magnificent! 

Luka is a first time entry in the school competition but 
he certainly is not a first time gardener. He Knew his 
stuff and you could tell he enjoyed doing it! His garden 
is extensive and productive, the main purpose being to 
grow healthy vegetables in abundance which he enjoys 
sharing with the community. 

Luka’s garden is a no frills, boys garden which he has to 
protect from Spongebob the goat with elaborate clip 
down nets etc.  Grandad supplied some pumpkin seeds, 
other seeds were grown in egg trays to plant out later. 
Already some broccoli & cauli have been harvested and 
potatoes should be ready for Xmas and the zucchini are 
producing well.  Good luck! 

Luka’s garden was then visited by the group final judge who placed 4th in the 
Horowhenua region!  Congratulations Luka! 

Carol Singing at Coastlands 

Led by Whaea Shar, a group of our festive juniors 
cheered up shoppers with some Christmas songs 
on an otherwise gloomy Monday this week. 

 

Lastly, a few parents have been asking about the 
format of the Prizegiving on Thursday 17th at 6pm. 
This is a celebration of the children at all year 
levels, culminating in the presentation of school 
trophies to senior students.  We would love to see 
you there. 

Ngā mihi nui,  Michelle Tate (Principal)   

Pool Keys 
A reminder to return your 
key from last year if you 
no longer require it 
please.  Otherwise please 
pop into the office to pay 
this season’s hire. 
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The election results are in!  Firstly, a big thank you to all the nominees for putting themselves 
forward for these positions.  It was great to have the calibre and volume of candidates. 

Returning to the Board for another term are Nicolette Butler and Allen Cottle.  Joining us for 
his first term on the Board is Fred Mecoy.  A warm welcome, and welcome back, to them all. 

We had a great voter turnout with 292 cast votes (with 2 invalid votes) and a ballot return 
rate of 38%.  Thank you for taking the time to vote. 

As required by the Ministry, we have published the full results on our website.  If you have any questions about the 
results please reach out to either Micaela, in her role as ‘returning officer’ or Steve Gadsby (botchair@th.school.nz). 

 

Cowpat Bingo Result 

Thursday 26th November, the Cowpat Bingo was set up and conducted at Greg Selby’s 
place.  First a big thanks to Greg for the use of Jane, the family’s gorgeous prize-winning 
calf, and paddock.  It was clear she was enjoying the limelight, and took the opportunity 
to dance around and show off her dance hooves!  It’s true what they say about trying to 

dance with two left feet!  After making everyone wait, wait again and then wait a bit more (talk about milking it!), she decided 
to lay down and enjoy the evening sun.  

After another wait, it was decided to send in the coach for a 
pep-talk (pictured) because, well frankly, she was hoofing off!  
Exactly what was discussed is a mystery.  Strategy maybe?  Or 
perhaps just udder nonsense. After the coach left the paddock, 
she did another quick dance – boy, she sure likes to “moove-it, 
moove-it!” – then did the business!  

 Michelle called the lucky $500 winner, Wal Thompson, who 
was delighted and said he’d forgotten all about it.  The ticket 
was sold by Heather Peart.  

 Thank you to everyone for your patience while we got it 
organised after Paddy’s Mart was cancelled.  Next year’s 
Paddy’s will see a return of Cowpat, which seems to grow in 
popularity each year.  We love that everyone loves it so much! 

 

  

From the 
Board 

From Home 
& School 

http://www.th.school.nz/
mailto:botchair@th.school.nz
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Sports Notices and Results 

Otaki Touch - Afterschool Competition 

The Term 4 Otaki Touch Competition has come to an end for 2020.  Congratulations to all those students who participated; 

Year 3 and 4:  Drake, Augie, Blake, Jayden, Olivia, Prairie, Vincent, Jayda-Rae and Callum 

Year 5 and 6:  Ash, Ethan, Fletcher, Lachlan, Lenix, Summer, Zavier, Cooper and Charlie 

Year 7 and 8:  Adam, Ava, Charles, George, Mackenzie, Preslee, Thomas, Jakey, Ethan, Kiana, Oliver and Ben 

Many thanks to Simon, Hayley, Claire and Jason who managed and coached these teams, without your support these teams 
would not have been possible. 

Otaki Touch continues in Term 1 and there is no charge for these players to play again in Term 1.  Over the summer break, 
we will rejig the teams into the appropriate year groups.  If you know that your child will not be able to play (apart from the 
Year 8s) in Term 1 of 2021 then please let Danielle (danielle.mcmurchie@th.school.nz) know so that this can be considered 
when the teams are made. 

Can we please have all the touch balls returned to the office now.  We have 2 out of the 6 returned. 

 
Twilight Soccer - Afterschool Competition 

The Term 4 Twilight Soccer Competition has come to an end for 2020.  Congratulations to all those students who participated; 

Year 1 and 2:  Finn, Skyrim, Lewis, Rosa, Theo, Tāne, Archie and Harrison 
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Year 3 and 4:  Callum, Lexie, Jayda-Rae, Eli, Samuel and Tai Mana 

Year 5 and 6:  Angus, Sam, Max, Charlie, Fletcher and Ash 

Many thanks to Don, Maddy, Fred and Simon who managed and coached these teams, without your support these teams 
would not have been possible. 

Can we please have all the soccer balls returned to the office now.  We have 2 out of the 6 returned. 

 
Season Recap of Year 5 and 6 Twilight Soccer team 
from Coach Fred: Tuesday 1st December, the Year 
5&6 Twilight Soccer team played their final game 
of the season against Foxton Beach.  It was a real 
nail-biter with the lads working well as a team, 
plenty of passing and great communication.  
During the first half they were unable to convert 
any of the (many) opportunities that they created 

for themselves.  Then, just before half-time, a frantic clearance kick resulted in a goal to Foxton.  It was great to see that 
although the opposition scored first, it didn’t dampen Te Horo’s spirits.  Indeed, it seemed they went into the second half with 
even greater determination and energy than ever!  We scored shortly into the second half which, in turn, seemed to spur-on 
the Foxton team.  With only six boys, we had only one player on the bench whereas Foxton had several.  Although we 
frequently rotated between the bench and goalie to give each player a breather, it was tough work but they didn’t let-off the 
pressure.  Finally, with just minutes to spare, we managed a second goal!  Great final result against a very strong team, 2-1 
to Te Horo. 
 
The lads were elated to have finished the season unbeaten with four wins and two draws.  As coach, I’d like to say what a 
pleasure it’s been coaching these fine boys and to see their skills and confidence improve made it easily worth the effort.  
Congratulations to the team. 

 
Future Ferns Netball 

The Term 4 Future Ferns Netball has come to an end for 2020.  Congratulations to all those students who participated;  
Elizabeth, Amaia, Alexia, Yulisa, Eva and Ally. 

Many thanks to Maxine, Sara and Ben who were STAR HELPERS for our Netball players.  Special thanks to Ben who came and 
ran lunchtime practices with these children. 

Please return the netballs to Room 5 ASAP. 

 
Sports & Equestrian Uniforms 

Now that all of our sporting events for 2020 have finished can we please ask that you return any Te Horo sports or equestrian 
uniforms to the office.  The exception to this is those children who have played Touch this term and intend on continuing to 
play Touch in Term 1 of 2021.  We really need all of these back before the end of the year so that we can do a stocktake and 
have them all ready to go for 2021.  Many thanks in advance!  
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Room 1 Kyra Searle Kirk  For being a resilient Te Horo learner. You have a strong ‘Can do’ attitude and can 
confidently share your learning with your peers. He whetū koe!  

Pipi Cudby  For showing creativity in your learning. You independently use a variety of recycled 
materials to create new objects. Tino pai rawa! 

Room 2 Yulisa Bridge  For being an awesome role model in room 2, you show great Team Player qualities by 
being kind and supportive of your friends. 

Livi Parker  For being a capable learner. You work so hard and show determination to complete your 
work to a high standard. Ka pai, Livi. 

Room 3 Riley Tibbles  Resilience - Riley, you have a positive attitude and take on feedback to improve your 
work, and this especially shows in your writing.  This makes you a resilient member of Room 3! Keep up 
the great work!  Ka mau te wehi, Riley! 

Lewis Fox  Resilience - Lewis, you are building confidence in your abilities and this especially shows in 
your progress with reading. This makes you a resilient member of Room 3!  Keep up the great work!  Ka 
mau te wehi, Lewis! 

Room 7 Alex Findlay: For showing how capable you are as a poet. Your anger poem was full of fantastic 
adjectives, similes and interesting descriptive vocabulary. Ka Rawe! 

Sam West: For showing resilience in your mahi at school, you are always prepared to work through 
challenges and try your best. Well done, Sam. 

Timur Severenov: Good citizen, you have shown throughout the year that you care for those around 
you and people see you as someone to trust and rely on. Thank you for showing manaakitanga, Timur. 

Room 8 Lucy Connor  Consistently trying hard and always being kind and supportive. You are amazing! 

Aiden Beach   For being excited about her learning and the awesome skills she has! Kei runga noa atu 
koe! 

Room 9 Emma, Corban, and Taylor for showing communication and capability as learners when presenting 
their speeches.  They were well prepared and presented with confidence. Ka Mau te Wehi! 

Mitty for showing resilience in the classroom and in her social interactions at school.  She is developing 
positives skills and strategies for when things don’t go quite as expected.  Keep smiling and staying 
positive, Mitty! 

Room 10 Zara Marshall  For trying her best to bring smiles to others through jokes and spontaneity. Tu Meke!! 

Ash Harker  For consistently seeking ways to challenge himself, and showing perseverance when facing 
obstacles. Ka mau te wehi! 

Room 4 
 
 

Chloe Buller   Well done, Chloe. You demonstrated diligence and initiative by continuing to work on a 
mathematical problem, in your own time, until you not only understood it but had mastered it. You are 
a conscientious student who strives to overcome and achieve. 

Quinn Tesoriero  Ka pai, Quinn, for consistently having high expectations of yourself. I appreciate the 
way in which you model Growth Mindset by embracing challenges and continually pushing forward in 
your learning, in all areas. 
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Room 5 Preslee Miscall   For being a Good Citizen - you radiate positivity and are a breath of fresh air to be 
around.  Thank you for all you do!  

Jahykib Moke-Hunter  For Communication - You are now willing to speak up in class and in the school 
community.  We always learn from your contributions.  It has been great to see your confidence grow. 

Room 6 Jakey Charlton For Capability. Jakey shows self motivation and dedication in maths completing self 
learning and staying focused to achieve as much as he can in the time provided.  Well done! 

Eliza Matenga   For Communication.  Eliza wrote, practised and presented a speech recently on 
deforestation, which despite feeling nervous presented with clear communication and passion.  Well 
done! 

 
Community News 

Real Christmas Trees for Sale 
We are students from Otaki College and Manakau School. We are 
selling amazing quality, real Christmas trees. Prices start from $40 to 
$80 size dependant We will be selling from the Manakau Domain off 
Waikawa Beach Road. 
12th and 13th December 
19th and 20th December 
9am - 1pm.   Reservations available.   Please text us at 0224285719 

Raroa Music Centre Enrolments for 2020 
Raroa Music Centre offers Saturday morning group music lessons for 
primary school children at low cost ($70 per year + $40 koha or parent 
volunteering).  We still have availability for students in cello, clarinet, 
drums, flute, guitar, keyboard, music basics, orchestra, recorder, 
saxophone, ukulele, and violin. To enrol for 2021 visit our website and 
enrol online.  Enrolments close 13 February 
2021. www.raroamusic.org.nz 

Kapiti Music Centre Enrolment Days 
Saturday January 30th from 11am – 1pm and Tuesday February 
2nd 5pm – 7pm at Kapiti College School Hall, Raumati Beach 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.raroamusic.org.nz/
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Craft Garden Farewell Holidays  Join the very last opportunity to spend the holidays with us! We will have the children's favourite 

arts and craft activities on the schedule, you cannot miss out this week of fun. From Tuesday 26th to Friday 29th of January, from 9 am 
to 3 pm at St Paul's Anglican Church Hall. $32.50 per child per day. To enrol please visit www.craftgarden.co.nz, e-mail us 
at contact@craftgarden.co.nz or call Tabatha on 021 2263 863. We will have a GARAGE SALE on Friday after the end of the programme, 
that will be HUGE! 
 

sKids After School Care 
Please see attached the sKids Otaki holiday flyer, action packed and full of fun things to do these Summer holidays. sKids will have 
provide Holiday care at Te Horo School on the 1 & 2 of February to support Te Horo kids when some other schools have gone back.  
Back to the usual schedule of after school care when Te Horo returns on the 3rd Feb. 

 
sKids can support your before/after and holiday care needs.  To enrol and book just go to www.skids.co.nz, from the home page click on 
the blue parent login button which takes you to sKids AimyPlus, or go to https://skids.aimy.co.nz/Account/Login then click on the 
purple 'New parent? Register here' button to create your profile using the drop down menu's, tick boxes and free fields then go on to 
make your booking.  If you need any assistance please don't hesitate to make contact: sonia@skids.co.nz or 027 739 1986. 

 
 

  

http://www.craftgarden.co.nz/
mailto:contact@craftgarden.co.nz
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If you wish to advertise in 

our newsletter, please 

email office@th.school.nz 


