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3rd March 2021 Newsletter #2 

 

Te Horo School 
Office Email: office@th.school.nz   

Principal Email: michelle.tate@th.school.nz 

Website: www.th.school.nz  

Nāu te rourou, nāku te rourou, ka ora 

ai te iwi 

With your food basket and my food basket the people will thrive.    

This whakatauki talks to community, to collaboration and a strengths-based 
approach. It acknowledges that everybody has something to offer, a piece of the 
puzzle, and by working together we can all flourish. 

Thanks to all those who met with their child’s teacher this week for the Term 1 
Learning Conversations. These meetings are a starting point to working towards 
expanding and strengthening connections and relationships, bringing all parts of 
the puzzle together in order to better support our children to achieve the goals 
and aspirations you have for them.  

We had bookings for 163 children, which equates to 80%! This is a great turn out 
given the short notice at the beginning of the year. I know some made alternative 
arrangements to catch up with the child’s teacher. It’s not too late to meet—
contact your child’s teacher to make a time that suits you both.  

New entrants 

Quinn, Samuel, Heidi, Georgia, Ariella and Finn have started their school journey in Room 1 – welcome everyone!   

Road safety 
Thanks to everyone for your patience and 
care with the temporary detour.  So far, 
things have been working pretty smoothly 
from our perspective, due to the 
consideration everyone has shown. 

Our Annual Plan 
At the last meeting the Board confirmed our 
Annual Plan for 2021. Our Annual Plan 
specifies actions that contribute to our 
strategic plan, building towards our school 
vision of “Growing Great Learners for Today 
and Tomorrow”.  We have three strategic 
goals, which have long term aims and 
outcomes outlined on the graphic on the 
next page. 

 

Mar 8th - 11th  

Y5-8 Swimming at Otaki Pool 

Mar 12th 

Y5-8 Swimming Sports 

Home and School AGM 3:30pm 

Mar 15-17th 

Y7-8 Technology 

Mar 17th 

Board Meeting 7pm – all welcome 

Mar 18-19th 

Class Photos 

Mar 19th 

School Athletics 

Mar 25-26th 

Individual/Sibling Photos (by appt) 

Apr 1st  

Otaki Schools Teacher Only Day 

Apr 16th Last day of Term 1 

mailto:office@th.school.nz
mailto:michelle.tate@th.school.nz
http://www.th.school.nz/
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The specific focus for each of these areas for this year is outlined below; 

  
Strategic Aim 1: Grow our capability as learners. 

• Develop effective and manageable systems that enable students to identify their own strengths and areas 
for development.  

• Teachers involved in Professional Learning in Tātaiako Cultural Competencies and Universal Design for 
Learning (UDL). 

• Development of a draft Digital Technologies School wide implementation plan. 

 
Strategic Aim 2: Create engaging relevant, real life learning experiences. 

• Provide choices for students about the what, how and why of their learning. 
• Provide regular opportunities for students to reflect upon how their actions impact on their own and others' 

learning. 
• Develop a common understanding of what Play Based Learning is at Te Horo School, the role of student & 

teachers, how it links to children’s development and to curriculum, and how to implement it here.  
• Collaborative teaching to plan and provide learning experiences, including regularly reviewing and evaluating 

collaborative work to ensure it is providing good outcomes for students and is manageable for teachers.  
• Development of the Te Horo School Local Curriculum focusing on the Big Ideas and key experiences we want 

our kids to cover, identifying the possible contexts we can use.  
• Inclusion of Māori and other cultural perspectives in learning programmes.  

 
Strategic Aim 3: Provide sustainable spaces, places, people & resources that support learning. 

• Creating and using stimulating, challenging and interesting spaces at school by collaborating within our 
school and with the school community - Room 7 & 8 and Admin refurbishment, Bus Stop Garden, Play Based 
Area for Y3&4 classes, Matariki Garden 

• Using the school & local rural environment for learning experiences.  
• Bush reserve rejuvenation.  
• Continuation of Zero waste programme implementation school wide and development of energy aware 

practices. 
• Students are aware of their own personal strategies to enhance their own wellbeing. 
• Regular discussion of ‘Students of Concern’ with a focus on strategies to enact to help support them. 
• Staff Wellbeing Plan in place and people are taking part in it. 
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Year 8 Camp 2021 
 
Planning is already underway for the Year 8 camp and the most critical aspect is booking our venue.  This will allow 
us to continue our planning and begin fundraising.  Having reviewed the Year 8 Camp Raukawa 2020 experience with 
staff, parents, and students we are planning to ‘upgrade’ this exciting adventure. 
 
The Year 8 Camp Raukawa experience was hugely successful and there was overwhelmingly positive feedback from 
students, parents and staff.  In summary; 

• The experience enabled the students to come together to celebrate their time at Te Horo School 

• The children were challenged in a range of different adventure activities that they would not normally 
experience in their day to day lives 

• The communication between the camp and school was exceptional 

• The children were able to be given choice in their cabin groups and selection of activities, which meant from the 
selected activities the children all experienced something new and memorable 

• There is an option to extend this to a 4 day camp as a result of the review 

• The location - it is far enough away to feel like you have been away, without spending a whole day travelling 
there and whole day travelling back 

• Exceptional delivery and instruction from YMCA staff 

• Safe equipment 

• Space to comfortably sleep 36 children and accompanying adults 

• Exclusive use of the venue 
 

Our proposed dates are Tuesday 26 November - Friday 29 
November (with Monday 25 November being Labour Day).  
This is Week 2 of Term 4.  Our initial costings have this 
experience at a cost of $365 per child.  This is more 
expensive than last year as we are going for an additional 
day and have more children, so therefore need more 
parent supervision. The sooner we confirm our booking, 
the sooner we can begin fundraising to keep this cost 
down. 
 
If you have any questions or queries, please make contact 
with Michelle or Danielle 
 

Thank you! 
A big shout out to one of our talented parents - Jess Vincent 
- for the gorgeous bunches of organically-grown flowers 
that have graced our front office this term.  Don’t be shy to 
order your own bunch from Good Flower Farm 
@goodflowersfarm 
  

From the Board of Trustees 

The Board had the first meeting of the year last month.  Steve Gadsby was re-elected Chairperson, and Tammy Evans 
as Deputy Chair, with Fred Mecoy taking on the role of Treasurer.  Allen will continue to look after Property, Nicolette 
remains our Health & Safety person and Tammy and Steve will jointly look after Community and Culture.  Rebecca 
Thomsen is our Staff Trustee, however the election process is currently underway to nominate her successor.  Our 
next Board meeting is on Wednesday 17 March in the School boardroom - all are welcome. 
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From Home and School 

Home and School AGM – Friday 12th March at 3.30pm in the school hall 

We’d love to see as many faces as possible at this year’s AGM.  To make it easier for parents, Skids After School Club 
have very kindly agreed for Home and School members’ children to join them as visitors while the meeting takes 
place.  Parents taking up this offer would need to register their children, please email 
homeandschoolchair@th.school.nz to register.  

Did you know?  If you purchase something from the NZ School Fundraising, they’ll donate a portion of the purchase 
price to our Home & School?  Lots of lovely stuff to choose from, at reasonable prices.  Visit 
schoolfundraisingshop.org.nz, and enter ‘Te Horo School KAPITI’ when you check out.  Every little bit counts to help 
towards the projects we support around our School. 

School Sports Notices  

and Results 

Otaki College Equestrian Interschools 
Corban K represented our school at the Otaki College 
Interschool show last week. He did three lovely clear rounds in 
the 50cm, 60cm & 70cm.  Fantastic effort, Corban! 

Touch Cancellation 
Touch has been cancelled this Thursday afternoon, due to Level 
2 Covid restrictions.  Fingers crossed this will resume Thursday 
11 March, provided we move to Alert Level 2. 

Sports Registrations 
Mrs McMurchie has been very busy emailing out information 
about how to register for upcoming sports and events.  Here’s 
a summary of what’s coming up and how to register: 
 
Weetbix Tryathlon - Tuesday 23 March 
Registration can be made using the link: 
https://www.registernow.com.au/secure/Register.aspx?E=40602&G=118315 
 
Tough Guy and Gal Year 3-8 - Monday 31 May 
Registration information can be found at the following link:  https://forms.gle/uUxLU4MKXgRzpzJh9 
 
Future Ferns Netball Year 1-2 – Beginning Wednesday 17 March 
Registration information can be found at the following link:  https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/156510 
 
Y7/8 Kapiti Netball  
Registration information can be found at the following link: https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/153395 

 

Y7/8 Kapiti Hockey 
We have received notification from the organisers of this competition starting, so keep an eye in your Inbox for 
registration information.  

COMMUNITY SPORTS 

Waikanae AFC – 2021 football registrations now open 
Grades: First kicks (4-6), fun football (7-8), junior football (9-12), youth football (13-15).  Check out the junior football 
page on the website:  https://www.waikanaefootball.com/juniors   Email our Junior Convenor Rachel on 
wfa.jnr@gmail.com for more info.  Stay up to date by visiting our Facebook page:  Waikanae AFC   

http://schoolfundraisingshop.org.nz/
https://www.registernow.com.au/secure/Register.aspx?E=40602&G=118315
https://forms.gle/uUxLU4MKXgRzpzJh9
https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/156510
https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/153395
https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/153395
https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/153395
https://www.waikanaefootball.com/juniors
mailto:wfa.jnr@gmail.com
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Room 

1 

Dallas  - for developing confidence in yourself.  You should be very proud of the way you have 
settled into your new school. He whetu koe! You are a star. 

Harri  - for giving everything new at school a go.  Your happy smile and kind words encourage 
others too. Tino pai rawa. Excellent effort. 

Room 

2 

Genevieve - what a fantastic start to the school year you have had.  You have settled into the 
routines in Room 2 quickly and you are showing what a capable learner you are.  Mahi tino pai!  
Excellent work! 

Isabelle - I have been so impressed by how quickly you have settled into life in Room 2.  You are 
focussed and trying so hard, especially in writing. Keep up the great work you are doing.  He 
rawe koe!  You are awesome! 

Room 

3 

Amaia - For being a patient and caring member of Rm 3. You listen well and show that you are a 
star communicator. Teno Pai. 

Harry - you have shown how hard working and resilient you are in our writing this week, well 
done on your cicada and butterfly writing, Harry! Tu meke. 

Room 

4 

Archie M - for making good choices in the classroom. 

Ava P - for always helping with jobs and assisting the teacher.  

Room 

6 

Hannah - for being a Capable Learner. You have started the year so focused! We love hearing 
your ideas! Ānana! 

Olive - for being a Capable Learner. Thank you for being brave and sharing your thoughts with 
small groups and our class. Keep it up! 

Room 

9 

Elliot - for showing resilience and a can-do attitude.  Elliot, it is great to see you showing 
increased confidence and self-belief.   

Henrietta - for being a team player by participating enthusiastically, developing positive 
relationships within the classroom and being a supportive class member. Tino pai, Henrietta! 

Room 

10 

Thank you to Shelby and Mitty, you consistently give generously to others and never overlook an 
opportunity to help and support, regardless of what is required. Thank you for being team 
players. 

Thank you Angus for sharing your enthusiasm, passion and  broad knowledge with the class.  You 
are a confident communicator who demonstrates self belief and positivity. 

Room 

11 

Merika, Adam, Angus, Nick, Lachie & Hannah - for effort and capability 
Each of these students took up the class challenge set during the holidays to build a yacht out of 
recycled materials to sail in our class regatta. This was to celebrate the America’s Cup.  Well done 
all of you for your efforts and fantastic boat designs. 

Room 

12 

Mia - for being a good citizen and helping to take care of our school environment.  You showed 
courage in the PE shed! 

Thomas - an impressive start to Year 8.  You are showing that you are capable, resilient, a team 
player and an all-round good citizen.  We appreciate your leadership. 
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Community News 
 
Free Parenting Discussion Session – Dealing with Disobedience 
10.30am-12.30pm Monday 23 March, Horowhenua Family 
Support Service are offering a free 2-hour positive parenting 
discussion with session material, take home recourses and light 
refreshments.  If you or someone you know is interested, please 
contact Kelly on 021 138 166 or email Otaki@hfss.org.nz 
Venue: Ministry of Ed Ōtaki Office, Mill Rd (outside Ōtaki College). 
 
Waikanae Kindergarten Annual Garage Sale & Gala 
8.00am -12.00pm Saturday 13 March 
Check out our selection of books, clothes, children’s toys, and new 
and used items. Face painting, digger rides, fire truck, raffles, food 
and drink stalls, and much more! EFTPOS available. BYO bags. 
 
He Rangi Mokopuna - celebrating Children’s Day 
Sunday 7 March, Haruatai Park, Ōtaki 
An awesome day for the tamariki, kicking off at noon with free 
entry to the Ōtaki pool, waterslide and dunk tank.  On the sports 
field you can have a go at backyard cricket, football and tennis, plus 
we’ll have bubbles, bouncy castle and face painting too.  With so 
much action you might need to refuel by grabbing a bite from a 
range of food trucks, or bring your own picnic and enjoy the vibe. 
There'll be chill-out areas to read books with our librarians, and 
local musicians on the Zeal stage.  Play activities finish at 4.30pm 
with the children’s movie Aladdin (rated PG) showing at 5pm on 
the big outdoor screen, sponsored by Mike and Audra from Voyle 
and Co. Note:  we’ll need to be at Level One for this event to 
proceed.  
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½ Price Kids Entry at Staglands on Children’s Day 
Staglands Wildlife Reserve will be celebrating Children’s Day by offering ½ PRICE ENTRY for ALL CHILDREN. In addition to their 
usual attractions, visitors can enjoy free off-road tractor-trailer rides.  So if you are looking for a fun children’s day outing for the 
whole family, meet at Staglands and connect with nature on Sunday 7th March. *Offer is not available with any other offer.   
Children (0-16 years) must be accompanied by paying adult. For more information visit www.staglands.co.nz 
 
Te Horo Playgroup – Join Us! 
Our cute little playgroup is nestled behind the church on School Road. We have great facilities – a fully fenced outdoor area, a 
large sandpit and inground trampoline, fort, swings and Wendy house. Inside we have arts and crafts, trains, blackboards, dress 
ups, everything a kid could want! 9.30am-12.00pm on Fridays – we ask just $2 per session or $20 per family for the term.  Hope 
to see you there!  Contact thplaygroup@gmail.com.  Facebook: Te Horo Playgroup 
 
Wellingon Brick Show – 13-14 March  
Lower Hutt Events Centre will be hosting Wellington’s only Lego show! This will be a large event with over 70 Lego displays, and 
interactive activities for everyone to enjoy. This show will be raising money for the Back to Schools charity, that supports children 
in low decile schools return to school with essential school items they need for the new school year. $10 entry per person, under 
3s free, $30 family pass. 
 
sKids After School Care – Te Horo School Hall 
sKids can support your before/after and holiday care needs.  To enrol and book just go to www.skids.co.nz, from the home page 
click on the blue parent login button which takes you to sKids AimyPlus, or go to https://skids.aimy.co.nz/Account/Login then click 
on the purple 'New parent? Register here' button to create your profile using the drop down menus, tick boxes and free fields 
then go on to make your booking.  If you need any assistance, please don't hesitate to make contact: 
sonia@skids.co.nz or 027 739 1986 

     

http://www.staglands.co.nz/
mailto:thplaygroup@gmail.com

