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31st March 2021 Newsletter #4 

 

Te Horo School 
Office Email: office@th.school.nz   

Principal Email: michelle.tate@th.school.nz 

Website: www.th.school.nz  

Kia ora all, 

This Term seems to have flown by! We are now in Week 9 and some children and 
staff are starting to feel the effects of a slightly longer term. We are, as I know 
many of you will be, looking forward to the Easter Break as a chance to recharge, 
relax and spend time with whanau (please note – this year Tuesday is also a 
holiday for the children).  

Teacher Only Day – 

Thursday 1st April 

We have a Teacher Only Day tomorrow,  
where we will spend time connecting with other educators from Ōtaki learning 
about our key local areas, places, spaces, and people (particularly the local iwi, 
Ngati Raukawa). It is a great opportunity for us to build relationships across 
schools and community.  This work supports our school’s strategic plan to enact 
culturally responsive practices, use Māori and other cultural perspectives in our 
programmes, develop collaboration with our community, and provides our staff 
with an opportunity to develop and build upon their capabilities.   

At the end of this term we have our annual ANZAC school service on Friday 16th 
April at 11am.  We have chosen this date as ANZAC day falls in the holidays and 
we like to put into action the learning the children do around the significance of the day. This service is run by the 
students, with the whole school attending and participating. We warmly invite you, your family and friends to attend, 
to both recognise the significance of ANZAC day and to support our students with their learning.  

Finally, as the new sports season is upon us I would like to recognise and thank the parents and staff members who 
are working so hard to organise teams, and have volunteered to coach and manage them. It is a big ask and 
commitment, and we really appreciate the time and effort you have, and will, put into ensuring those that are keen 
to play and take part can do so.    

Onesie Wednesday - 7th April 
Next Wednesday is “Onesie Wednesday” to raise understanding, 
awareness and acceptance of autism. Cosy up in your onesie (or PJ's) 
and bring a small donation for Autism New Zealand, who work to 
support members of the community who have autism. 
 
Autism is a neurodevelopmental condition that affects approximately 
93,000 New Zealanders. The traits associated with autism span a wide 
spectrum and lead to a different way of seeing the world and 
interacting with others. Autism New Zealand works with the 
community to deliver educational programmes that increase public understanding of autism. They assist individuals 
and their family/whānau members to learn about autism and find the services they need. 

 

Thurs 1st April 

Teacher Only Day 

Fri 2nd April  - Tues 6th April 

Easter break 

Wed 7th April 

Onesie Wednesday - Autism 
Awareness 

Fri 9th April 

Golf session - rooms 11 and 12 
(email to follow) 

Tues 13th April 

Ōtaki Swimming Sports 

Golf session – rooms 11 and 12 

Thurs 15th April 

Manakuratahi Regional Kapa Haka 
competition 

Fri 16th April 

ANZAC Service at 11am 

Last day of Term 1 

Mon 3rd May 

First day of Term 2 

Wed 4th May 

Golf session – rooms 11 and 12 

mailto:office@th.school.nz
mailto:michelle.tate@th.school.nz
http://www.th.school.nz/
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Year 6 Camp 

We are in the planning and preparation phase for Year 6 Camp 2021.  Our review of Year 6 Camp at Forest Lakes 
2020 with staff, parents and students was overwhelmingly positive and we would like to attend the same venue 
this year. 

✓ The experience enabled the students to come together and to bond as a group, strengthening existing and 
forming new friendships 

✓ The children were challenged in a range of different adventure activities that they would not normally 
experience in their day-to-day lives 

✓ The children were able to participate in a variety of activities that offered new experiences and opportunities 
for them to challenge themselves in a safe environment - challenge by choice 

✓ The location - close to school yet could be anywhere in the country, with a quiet, rural atmosphere and 
outlook 

✓ Safe equipment with a safety briefing for all in attendance on arrival at the camp 
✓ Accommodation in Lake Lodge and Waitawa Lodge to accommodate children and accompanying adults 
✓ Communication with Forest Lakes staff was professional and friendly 
✓ Catered accommodation option made for a relaxed and enjoyable camp experience for all involved 
✓ Food was of a high quality and enjoyed by all camp participants. 

Our proposed dates are Wednesday 3rd to Friday 5th November, subject to confirmation and availability.  This is in 
Week 3 of Term 4.  Once we have confirmed our booking we can continue with further planning and begin 
fundraising.  The costs are estimated at around $200 per child before fundraising.  

If you have any questions or queries, please make contact with Michelle or Rebecca, before Wednesday 7th April 
2021. 

 Apples for everyone! 

Ex-student Jackson Thompson has kindly picked four boxes of organic apples and donated 
them to the school community!  The apples were on trees that used to form part of his 
parent’s orchard, which is now owned by NZTA.  Consequently, they were being left on 
the trees to rot until Jackson put his superhero cape on and came to their rescue!  Please 
bring your own bag to fill – the boxes are on the office verandah, and children will be 
encouraged to help themselves.   

Year 8 Camp  

Planning and preparation for Year 8 Camp is underway.  We have a confirmed booking for Tuesday 26 October to 
Friday 29th October at Camp Raukawa.   This is in Week 2 of Term 4.  Our estimated costs are $365 per child, so we 
will soon be looking for parents to take the initiative and get fundraising underway in order to reduce the costs to 
individual families.  We will ask for expressions of interest from Year 8 parents who would like to come along and 
help out at camp closer to the time.  If we have more parents wanting to attend camp as parent helpers, we will 
need to enter into a ballot.  All parent helpers will need to be willing to complete the Police Vetting procedure. 

School holidays – Mon 19th to Friday 30th April 

Please see sKIDs school holiday programme at the end of the newsletter, if you’re scratching your head for care or 
ideas!   

mailto:principal@th.school.nz
mailto:r.thomsen@th.school.nz
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From the Board of Trustees 

Kia Ora Community, I can't believe that it's already Easter and that we only have a few weeks left until the end of 
term 1.  I've had a number of conversations over the past couple of weeks were the general theme seems to be that 
of "... everyone seems to be trying to play catch up from last year ...". 

The Board has had a busy start to the year confirming in the budget, reviewing a host of Policies, and looking at how 
we will support our Learners for the year ahead.  The addition of the new classrooms and the review of our 10 Year 
Property Plan (10YPP) have provided a range of extra conversations and opportunities for Te Horo School. 

Finally, I'd like to welcome Fred McCoy to the Board.  Fred has picked up the Finance Portfolio which frees Allen up 
to focus on the Property Portfolio.  We are also welcoming Sharyn Ollard (Room 1), as our Staff Trustee.  

As always, if there is anything you would like to raise with the Board please feel free to reach out to Michelle, myself 
or any of the Board Members. Stay safe and Happy Easter,  

Steve Gadsby, Board Chair 

From Home and School 

Many thanks to those of you who have given your time to complete the Home & School Survey, we are delighted 
with the input! 

For those who missed us there are printed forms in the office, or you can email homeandschoolchair@th.school.nz 
for a copy.  

Our next meeting is Friday 7th May – please come along! 

 

School Sports Notices and Results 

Y4-8 Athletics Day 2021 

What a stunning day we had for our Athletics Day.  Thanks to Dean for doing a great job of marking out the field.  
The competition was fierce and young bodies were pushed to their limits! Te Waka took out the House 
Competition.  Sadly, we couldn’t showcase all that talent at the Interschools this week, due to a rain cancellation.   
 

 
Discus  Sprints 100 200m 400m Shot Put High Jump  

Year 4 Boys Zac 
Drake 
William 

Zac 
Drake 
William 

Zac 
Drake 
William 

Zac 
Drake 
William 

Zac 
Drake 
William 

Zac 
Drake 
William 

Year 4 Girls Matilda-Jane 
Lacee 
Tayla 

Ava 
Lauren 
Georgia 

Lauren 
Lacee 
Marlee 

Lauren 
Lacee 
Marlee 

Matilda-Jane 
Georgia 
Nikyla 

Ava 
Georgia 
Lucy 

Year 5 Boys Paora 
Callum 
Augie 

Paora 
David 
Augie 

David 
Paora 
Augie 

Paora 
Augie 
Jayden 

Augie 
Paora 
Callum 

Paora 
Kieran 
Vincent 

Year 5 Girls Blake 
Jayda-Rae 
Prairie 

Blake 
Livy 
Jayda-Rae 

Blake 
Prairie 
Livy 

Blake 
Livy 
Prairie 

Blake 
Jayda-Rae 
Prairie 

Blake 
Jayda-Rae 
Prairie 
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Year 6 Boys Fletcher 
Franco 
Albert 

Lenix 
Franco 
Ethan 

Franco 
Lenix 
Corban 

Franco 
Lenix 
Corban 

Franco 
Zavier 
Angus M 

Lenix 
Ethan 
Albert 

Year 6 Girls Mitty 
Aimee 
Abbie B 

Abbie B 
Jade 
Summer 

Henrietta 
Zoe 
Aimee 

Henrietta 
Zoe 
Aimee 

Carys 
Henrietta 
Aimee 

Henrietta 
Olivia 
Lucy 

Year 7 Boys Christian 
Kobian 
Tuaatu 

Tuaatu 
Christian 
Cooper 

Christian 
Tuaatu 
James 

Christian 
James 
Tuaatu 

Kobian 
Christian 
Tuaatu 

Christian 
Cooper 
Kobian 

Year 7 Girls Eliza 
Belle 
Erin 

Elsie 
Daya 
Eliza 

Elsie 
Eliza 
Herena 

Elsie 
Eliza 
Belle 

Belle 
Elsie 
Eliza 

Daya 
Elsie 
Eliza 

Year 8 Boys Adam 
Lochie 
Louis 

Adam 
Angus 
George 

Angus 
Adam 
George 

Angus 
Adam 
George 

Louis 
Lochie 
Adam 

Angus 
Adam 
Louis 

Year 8 Girls Makenzie L 
Chloe 
April 

Makenzie L 
Preslee 
Lillie 

Makenzie L 
Preslee 
Zara 

Makenzie L 
Preslee 
Avah 

Violet 
Eva 
Makenzie L  

Makenzie L 
Lillie 
Zara 

 

Weetbix Tryathlon 
Congratulations to the following children who participated in the Weetbix Tryathlon / Splash n Dash in Palmerston 
North last week; Elliot, Samuel, Angus, Albert, Franco, Lachie, Daya, Christian, Finn, Mackenzie, Ruby, Adam, Max, 
Ava, Thomas, Makenzie, Jakey, Wade, Eli, Finn, Isaac, Drake, Ada, Matilda-Jane, Georgia, Alexander, Olivia, Callum, 
Jake, Lachlan, Pearl, Charlotte, George, Fergus and Ethan.   The children all reported back stories of success, 
challenge and enjoyment.  We are very proud of their efforts.  Congratulations all! 

Touch Rugby 
Our touch teams played their last games last week. A enormous thanks to Simon, Hayley and Claire for coaching and 
managing, and congratulations to all of the children for their participation!  Please return your touch uniforms to the 
school office.  

Year 1-6 Hockey 

Registration has opened for Year 1-6 hockey. Please check your emails for more information on this.   

Netball Update 

To confirm, we have registered two teams in the Kapiti Netball Competition that starts on Saturday 8th May. 
Year 3-6 netball, played with other local Otaki Schools, begins on 3rd June – at this stage we are still waiting on 
registration information, and will email this out to you. 

Good luck! 
Best of luck to Lillie Wallace who is competing in Interschools Dressage Competition in Dannevirke over Easter.   

COMMUNITY SPORTS NOTICES 

Otaki Junior Football 
Calling all 6-11 year-olds wanting to play football this year for the Otaki Sports Club, starting in April.  Please send 
your details to Kerry Bevan.  kerry.bevan@gmail.com or 027 405 6635.  Contact Kerry for additional information. 

National Alpine Junior School Champs – 23 July 2021 at Coronet Peak 
The National Alpine Junior School Championships offers primary school students in Year 1-8 the chance to showcase 
their skills while carrying their school flag. Students from around New Zealand are invited to compete for their 
school and battle it out. To register your interest in alpine ski racing's premier primary school event please complete 
this form. The race will take place the day before the Coronet Peak Interfield Race in the last week of the July school 
holiday. Visit www.snowsports.co.nz for more info. 

mailto:kerry.bevan@gmail.com
https://www.qast.org.nz/pages/register
http://www.snowsports.co.nz/
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Athletics Day 
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Weetbix Tryathlon 

Swimming Sports 
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Room 

1 

Grace - for a confident start to Te Horo School. You show enthusiasm and delight at learning new 
things. Tino pai rawa. 

Finn - for confidently sharing your problem solving in maths.  You are an expert at finding 
patterns. Ka mau te wehi Finn! 

Room 

2 

Adrian, you are making such great progress in your writing, you have amazing ideas and are 
becoming an independent writer.  Anō te pai - fantastic! 

Rosie, you are becoming a confident learner in the class.  You are creating some amazing writing 
and using your imagination! Kei runga noa atu! - Outstanding! 

Room 

3 

Yulisa - for being a good citizen of Te Horo School who shows great HEART and passion in 
everything she does. Ka mau te wehi (Awesome)! 

Joe - for being a capable learner who follows instructions and shares his ideas with the class. He 
tuki koe. (Champion). 

Room 

4 

Sophie - for staying focused and on task in all learning areas 

Grace – for settling to Room 4 so well this term. Keep up the mahi! 

Room 

6 

Charlotte - for being a Good Citizen. Thank you, Charlotte, for always trying to be a good friend 
to others, both in and out of the classroom. 

Aiden - for being a Capable Learner.  Your perseverance in your machine writing was awesome 
to see! Karawhuia! 

Room 

9 

Zoë - for having such a positive start to the year and showing resilience in the classroom and in 
the playground. Tino pai, Zoë! 

Noah - for having such a positive start to the year and being prepared to give everything a go. Ka 
rawe, Noah! 

Room 

10 

Lachlan, you showed great leadership, initiative and problem solving in our STEM challenge task. 
I appreciate the resilience and positivity you modelled to others. 

Thank you, Zavier, for generously sharing your passion for art with the class and for encouraging 
and supporting others to develop their own artistic skills. 

Room 

11 

Lachie – Capability - for working hard at home to achieve his set goals for this term. Some 
fantastic writing being done, Lachie.  I look forward to the next piece.  Well done! 

Ruby – Communication - for showing persistence in your swimming this week by not giving up 
and allowing yourself to achieve your goals.  You have listened well to instructions and always 
tried your best. Well done! 

Room 

12 

Kobian - for being motivated and using your initiative in Collaborative Mathematics.  It has been 
great to see your development! 

Ava - you are showing a real ability to step out of your comfort zone and take risks.  It is great to 
see you shine! 
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Community News 
 
The Circus is coming to town! 
Circus Aotearoa, a uniquely animal free Kiwi 
circus,  is excited to announce that it is coming to 
the Weraroa Reserve in Levin next 
week for ONE WEEKEND ONLY! Providing an 
authentic kiwi circus for young talented local and 
international performers, to hone and expand 
their skills enabling them to establish their 
careers as true circus professionals, all in a brand 
new Big Top!.Shows on Friday 9th April at 
7.00pm, Saturday 10th at 2.00pm and 7.oopm 
and the final show on Sunday 11th April at 
2.00pm. Tickets start at $18 for children and $23 
for adults – 3 years and under are free!  Book 
online at www.circusaotearoa.co.nz 
 
Nga Manu Easter Celebration 2021 
Friday 2 April – Monday 5 April 10:00am – 5:00pm 
Gather your family, pack a picnic, and come and celebrate Easter at Ngā Manu Nature Reserve! Easter eggs, children’s activities 
and daily prizes throughout the long weekend with discounted entry for families – just $20 for a 1 adult family and $30 for a 2 
adult family (up to 3 children – additional children just $5). Full details can be found on our website. 
 
AUDITIONS - Mary Poppins is coming to Kapiti! 
Coasters Musical Theatre is excited to bring your favourite and practically perfect nanny to Kapiti’s newest performing arts centre, 
Te Raukura ki Kapiti on October 7-16, in the musical adventure that is Mary Poppins! Don’t miss your opportunity to be part of a 
fantastic adventure with amazing choreography, an 
incredible stage set and effects, and unforgettable songs. 
We’re currently seeking children and adult performers to 
fill a range of Principal and Ensemble roles for Coasters 
Musical Theatre’s production of Mary Poppins. If you can 
sing, act and dance well, and show an ongoing 
commitment as part of our cast, then contact us now to 
book your audition time (bookings essential). 
Email marypoppinskapiti@gmail.com for an audition pack. 

Children’s Auditions: Friday 2 April, 2021. 

Adult’s Auditions: Saturday 3 April & Sunday 4 April. 
 
Kapiti Gymnastics  
Come check us out!  We are a non-profit with 30 years 
history in Kapiti. Pre-school classes, special needs 
discovery class, Kiwi Gym fun, parkour, tumble, 
competitive, birthday parties. All info can be found at 
www.kapitigymsports.co.nz or email 
info@kapitigymnastics.co.nz 
 
sKids After School Care – Te Horo School Hall 
sKids can support your before/after and holiday care 
needs.  To enrol and book just go to www.skids.co.nz, from 
the home page click on the blue parent login button which 
takes you to sKids AimyPlus, or go to: 
 https://skids.aimy.co.nz/Account/Login 
If you need any assistance, please don't hesitate to make 
contact: 
sonia@skids.co.nz or 027 739 1986 
SEE OUR SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAMME AT THE END OF 
THIS NEWSLETTER! 
 

  

https://ngamanu.co.nz/upcoming-events/nga-manu-easter-celebration-2021/
http://www.kapitigymsports.co.nz/
mailto:info@kapitigymnastics.co.nz
https://skids.aimy.co.nz/Account/Login
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Te Horo Playgroup – Join Us! 
Our cute little playgroup is nestled behind the church on School Road. We have 
great facilities – a fully fenced outdoor area, a large sandpit and inground 
trampoline, fort, swings and Wendy house. Inside we have arts and crafts, trains, 
blackboards, dress ups, everything a kid could want! 9.30am-12.00pm on Fridays 
– we ask just $2 per session or $20 per family for the term.  Hope to see you there!  
Contact thplaygroup@gmail.com.  Facebook: Te Horo Playgroup 

  

If you wish to advertise in our newsletter, please email office@th.school.nz. 

mailto:thplaygroup@gmail.com
mailto:office@th.school.nz
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