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25th May 2021 Newsletter #7 

 

Te Horo School 
Office Email: office@th.school.nz   

Principal Email: michelle.tate@th.school.nz 

Website: www.th.school.nz  

Kia ora all, 

I thought you might like an insight into how Te Horo School is working with other 
schools, kura and community in the area to strengthen education in Ōtaki. 

The initiative is called Te Kāhui Tokotoko o Ōtaki.  Our vision is that all young 
people in Ōtaki should have the opportunity to achieve their education potential 
in an educational environment that fosters identity, collaboration and excellence. 
We want our students to experience a learning environment that engages and 
retains them in education until they are ready for the next step in their lives. 

Practically, this means teachers from across the area working together on 
professional development, sharing best practice, and developing wellbeing 
initiatives. 

More information about this invaluable collaboration an be found here, or catch 
up with me at school if you want to know more about Te Kāhui Tokotoko o Ōtaki.   
 

Michelle Tate, Principal 

Pink Shirt Day 

Pink Shirt Day is about working together to stop bullying by celebrating diversity 
and promoting kindness and inclusiveness.  What a pleasure it was to see the 
explosion of colourful clothing on Friday, with donations totalling $101.50.  This 
money goes to the Mental Health Foundation so they can continue their good 
work. 

 Over the past couple of weeks, 
some of our senior students 
have been “catching students 
out” whilst they were 
performing acts of kindness.  
These students were given Pink 
Tickets which were collected 
up for a special draw at Friday’s 
hui.  It was heartening to see the number of pink tickets handed 
out, but it doesn’t surprise me, given the many acts of kindness 
and consideration that myself and the staff witness every day in 
the classroom and the playground.  Our pink ticket draw winners 
recognised on Friday were: Thomas, Mitty, Skalett, Prairie, Aimee, 

Summer, Lacee, Emma W, Adam, Mark, Franco, Eli and Lucia. 

  

 

Thursday 27th May 

Year 6 camp fundraising meeting 3pm 

Friday 28th May 

School assembly 

Horowhenua/Kapiti Chess Comp 

Kaboom Show - whole school 

Monday 31st May 

Tough Guy & Gal 

Year 5/6 hockey season starts 

Tuesday 1st June 

Otaki Schools Cross Country 

Wednesday 2nd June 

NZ Playhouse show: Chilled Year 1-4 

Thursday 3rd June 

Year 3/6 Otaki netball season starts 

Friday 4th June 

Home & School meeting 3.30pm 

Monday 7th June 

Queen’s Birthday observed - no school 

Thursday 9rd June 

Kapiti Interschools Cross Country 

Monday 14th June 

Year 8 GRIP Leadership Day 

Wednesday 16th June 

Kapiti College Open Day 

Monday 21st – Wednesday 23rd June 

Year 7/8 Technology 

Monday 21st – Friday 25th June 

Mathsathon questions tested 

Thursday 24th June 

Year 3-8 Rippa Rugby with Ryan 

 

mailto:office@th.school.nz
mailto:michelle.tate@th.school.nz
http://www.th.school.nz/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17dOW06aGagm3CGiF-34d697oIUmcO_t3/view?usp=sharing
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Mathsathon 

Amongst other fundraising activities, this year we are running a Mathsathon to help raise funds for schoolwide EOTC 
experiences, Year 8 Camp, Year 6 Camp and Year 8 Leavers Jerseys. The children have been given a selection of 
mathematics questions to learn appropriate to their mathematics level.  They have three weeks to learn these 
questions.  For those of you who have not participated in an ‘athon’ before, the children ask sponsors to give money 
for each question that is answered correctly.  Some people prefer to give a donation regardless of how many 
questions the children get correct.  As an incentive we have sourced prizes for the students that raise the most 
money! There will be a prize for 1st, 2nd and 3rd in the Year 1 & 2, Year 3 & 4, Year 5 & 6 and Year 7 &8 groups.  Many 
thanks to Mac Engineering who has generously sponsored these prizes. 

Monday 24th May:  The sponsorship forms, containing the mathematics questions were given to the children. 

Monday 14th – Friday 18th June:  Children return their completed sponsorship forms to school. 

Monday 21st - Friday 25th June:  The children are tested on their mathematics questions. Teachers will mark the 
tests and return the Mathsathon forms to the children by Friday 25th June. 

Monday 28th June – Friday 2nd July:  Once the money has been collected, please return the Mathsathon form and 
money to school.  Put it in a named envelope and hand it into the office.  If people are wanting to make a bank 
payment please use the following bank account; ASB Home & School 12-3157-0123969-02.  Please use Mathsathon 
and the child’s name as reference. 

Please support this fundraiser by getting sponsorship from family, friends and workmates. Thank you in advance for 
helping to make Mathsathon 2021 a success. 

Book Week 

What a fun week we had – the highlight surely being the Book Character 
parade on Wednesday morning.  From the easily recognisable (Elsa, Harry 
Potter) to the fascincating and more obscure characher choices (such as 
Sophie and Agatha from School for Good and Evil and Skeeter from The Help) 
… we even has the wardrobe from Narnia making an appearance!  Visits from 
authors Martin Chatterton and Jessica Falconer on Friday really topped off 
the week. Check out the cartoons Martin produced of Mrs Thomsen, Lochie 
S and Prairie. 

Thank you all for supporting the Book Fair – by doing so, the school will now 
benefit from additional library and literacy resoures to the value of $1,065! 
Lastly, a huge thank you to Kerry, Peter and Nikki for your tremendous efforts 
last week. 
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Music & Performing Arts 

Given the glorious noise coming from the school on Thursday afternoons, it’s fair to say the Year 5-8 Music and 
Performing Arts programme for this term is well underway!  Children are participating in lessons of their chosen 
instrument, and will also spend time participating in Dance and Percussion throughout the term. 

There is no fee for participation in this programme, but some instruments incur a hireage or maintenance fee, and 
these will be invoiced to your school account for the affected children: Ukulele $10, Guitar $15, Bass Guitar $20, 
Keyboard $10, Drums $10.  

If your child does not have an instrument on which to practise at home, please contact Rebecca Thomsen and we 
will seek to arrange either an instrument to hire, or access to one on which they can practise during break times at 
school. 

 

 

Fancy a night at the flicks? 

The Year 8 Camp Fundraising team have organised a Nibbles & Movie Night at Shoreline Cinema in Waikanae on 
Thursday 24th June.  Complimentary nibbles will begin at 8pm, with the movie screening at 8:30pm. 

Dream Horse is the tale of an unlikely race horse bred by a small-town Welsh bartender. With no experience, she 
convinces her neighbors to chip in their meager earnings to help raise Dream in the hopes he can compete with the 
racing elites. View the trailer here. 

If you are keen on supporting the Year 8s in the fundraising venture and would like a night out, then secure your 
tickets by dropping $20 in an envelope marked with:  your name, your child’s name, room number, number of tickets 
required and movie fundraiser, to the school office.  Dawn and Claire will collect $$$ from the office and get the 
tickets to you ASAP.  Thanks for supporting the Year 8s! 

 

School photo orders 

A reminder to get your order in for school photos.  in the office.  Class photos are avaialbe to view at the office, and 
order forms are due back by Friday 28th May.  Just pop them, along with payment, into the blue Winkey 
Photography box. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ty_DAhC_CLc
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From Home and School 

QUIZ NIGHT 

There are only 4 tables left for the quiz night so if 
you haven't booked your team of 8 on a table yet 
get in quick, we are heading towards a Sell Out 
night.  Bookings can be made at the school office or 
email homeandschooltreasurer@th.school.nz. 

NEXT MEETING - FRIDAY 4 JUNE 

The Home & School Committee are holding their 
next meeting in the School Hall on Friday 4th June 
at 3.30pm.  Come along and help us plan some 
great fund raising events for the year.  All welcome. 

 PADDY'S MART - Our Annual School Fair 

The ball has started to roll for this great event that will be held at the school on Saturday 4th September.  If you have 
any ideas about stalls and would like to run a stall at this event please get in touch with our Chair, Maxine on 
homeandschoolchair@th.school.nz.  We welcome all your ideas as this event can't run without the help of the whole 
school community. 

School Sports Notices and Results 

Tough Guy and Gal Challenge - 31st May 
Good luck to our children who have registered for the Tough Guy and Gal Challenge on Monday 31st May in Palmerston North.  If 
you have not let us know that your child is registered and they are going to be away on the day, please let either their classroom 
teacher or Micaela know.  Thanks. 
 
Otaki Schools Cross Country - 1st June 
Miss Collins and Mrs McMurchie are going to hold training sessions for the children that will be attending the Otaki Schools Cross 
Country on Tuesday and Thursday lunchtimes.  If your child is attending we recommend that they come to these sessions, and 
therefore ask that they wear appropriate footwear for running on these days.  Best of luck to the children representing Te Horo 
School at this event. 
 
Year 7/8 Golf Experience 
Over the past five weeks our future Year 7/8 Tigers and Tigresses’ have enjoyed introductory golf sessions with NZPGA professional 
coach Kevin Smith.  The Otaki Golf Club would like to offer a further FREE two-hour coaching session on Sunday 20th May from  
2-4pm, to further develop their skills.  Spaces are limited so please contact the Club to book a place - 06 364 8260 or 
office@otakigolfclub.co.nz 
For those children who may wish to continue with the coaching later in the year, Otaki Golf Club run a Tiki Golf coaching session 
on Monday afternoons during Term 4 (after daylight saving kicks in).  There is a cost of $25 per student and this covers all sessions 
during the term. 
 

Community News 
 
Otaki Kindergarten – Spaces available now! 
• Up to 20hrs free education and care each week  • All of our teachers are fully qualified • We make sure learning is fun! • We 
provide a multicultural learning environment • Support with transition to school.  Feel free to pop in for a visit,  we’d love to see 
you!  
8:30am - 2:30pm  Monday to Friday.   Phone 06 364 8553 or email: 
otaki@wmkindergartens.org.nz  
 

  

mailto:office@otakigolfclub.co.nz
mailto:otaki@wmkindergartens.org.nz
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Discounted admission for visitors to Ngā Manu who ‘Gumboot Up’!  Friday 28th – Sunday 31st May 
Put on your gumboots and come and have some fun at Ngā Manu! The I Am Hope Gumboot Friday campaign is raising funds for 
free counselling for any kid who needs help. For people struggling with depression, it can feel like walking through mud every day, 
so show your support, wear your gumboots to Ngā Manu, and take a walk in their shoes for just one day. 
Visitors who ‘Gumboot Up’ will receive discounted admission: Adults – $10, Seniors/Students – $8 and Children – $5, with 50% of 
the proceeds going to the I Am Hope campaign (The Key to Life Charitable Trust) and 50% to the Non-profit Ngā Manu Trust. 
Take part in our Gumboot throwing contest at midday and watch the eels being fed at 2pm. It’s a fun way to join in the mental  
health conversation, while raising money to provide free and timely counselling for any young person in need. 
 
Our Yoga Kapiti are looking for some more Mums/Dads/Caregivers to join their 930am (perfect timing after school drop off!) class 
on Thursday mornings.  This is a small, supportive group lead by Jeannie Lacey at her studio in Peka Peka. Please contact Jeannie 
on 0272548973, visit www.ouryoga.co.nz, or feel free to talk to Shelley Mecoy at school.  
 

Come and join the fun with music at Kapiti Music Centre!   
We currently have a couple of openings for term 2, 3 and 4 in the 
following classes: 
Introduction to Music: (Tuesday afternoons) Aged 5+ A course for 
young children using singing, percussion, recorder, and games to 
introduce the basics of music.   
Recorder: (Beginner-Tuesday’s afternoons) Aged 6+   Instruction is 
based around recognition of written music, timing and playing as a 
group.   
Clarinet/Saxophone: (Monday afternoons/evenings) Aged 9+  The 
Clarinet makes a great starting point for kids getting into music as it is 
small and light enough for younger hands.  Techniques learnt on the 
clarinet transfer very nicely to the saxophone. Saxophone – learn 
theory and practical skills with this soulful instrument. 
Trumpet: (Monday afternoons/evenings) Aged 9+  The trumpet is 
very versatile, tonally bright and fun to learn.   
Flute: (Monday afternoons) Aged 8+  Explore the beautiful tone 
qualities of the flute. 
Please email us admin@kapitimusiccentre.org.nz or visit 
www.kapitimusiccentre.org.nz 
 
Peewees judo classes for age 5-7:   Tuesdays 5pm to 6pm 
Bring your child along to give our Peewees class a go! We encourage 
parents/adults to come and have a go with their children as it is very 
much a family sport for them all which encourages dedication, 
discipline, confidence, self-defence, spirit, art, fun, and fitness.  Email 
us: kapitijudo@gmail.com or find us on facebook.com/kapitijudo/ 
Kapiti Dojo, 2 Ruapehu Street, Paraparaumu 

 
sKids After School Care – Te Horo School Hall 
sKids can support your before/after and holiday care needs.  To enroll and book just go to www.skids.co.nz, from the home page 
click on the blue parent login button which takes you to sKids AimyPlus, or go to: 
 https://skids.aimy.co.nz/Account/Login 
If you need any assistance, please don't hesitate to make contact: 
sonia@skids.co.nz or 027 739 1986 

 
Saturday Kiwi Hoops 
Kapiti Basketball Association are running Saturday Kiwi Hoops 
again this term. There are two sessions: 
11.30am-12.30pm for 5-9 years 
12.30pm-2pm for 10-13 years 
Players can registerat 
 https://membership.sportstg.com/regoform.cgi?formID=80325  
or email: contactus.kba@gmail.com for more information. 
 

  

mailto:admin@kapitimusiccentre.org.nz
https://skids.aimy.co.nz/Account/Login
https://membership.sportstg.com/regoform.cgi?formID=80325
mailto:contactus.kba@gmail.com
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Coding Lessons 
In today’s world, it’s essential for young people to learn how 
to create technology not just consume it. Coding NZ’s 
lessons empower students with the tools they need and help 
give students the best chance at being successful in our 
increasingly digital age. Extend your child’s awareness and 
horizons. Free trial lessons available now at 
codingnz.com/signup 
 

Te Horo Playgroup – Join Us! 

Our cute little playgroup is nestled behind the church on 
School Road. We have great facilities – a fully fenced outdoor 
area, a large sandpit and inground trampoline, fort, swings 
and Wendy house. Inside we have arts and crafts, trains, 
blackboards, dress ups, everything a kid could want! 9.30am-
12.00pm on Fridays – we ask just $2 per session or $20 per 
family for the term.  Hope to see you there!  Contact 
thplaygroup@gmail.com.  Facebook: Te Horo Playgroup 
 

 

mailto:thplaygroup@gmail.com

