15th June 2021

Newsletter #9
Wednesday 16th June

Te Horo School

Kapiti College Open Day and Evening
Board of Trustees Meeting 7pm
Monday 21st – Wednesday 23rd June

Office Email: office@th.school.nz
Principal Email: michelle.tate@th.school.nz
Website: www.th.school.nz

Kia ora all,

Year 7/8 Technology
Monday 21st – Friday 25th June
Mathsathon questions tested
Movie Night – Y8 Camp Fundraiser

There’s a lot to catch you up on, so we’re treating you to a newsletter two
weeks in a row!

Friday 25th June

Congratulations and Farewells

Nacho lunch fundraiser for Y8 camp

Congratulation to Rebecca Thomsen, who has won a position at Ross
Intermediate in Palmerston North starting Term 3. This is an exciting opportunity
for Rebecca as she and her husband Mike look to future study opportunities for
their family. Rebecca has been part of the Te Horo School community for 12
years, first as a parent and then as a member of the teaching staff from 2013.
She will be greatly missed, as she is a well-respected teacher and leader. She has
done an amazing job at organising our music and bands programme, Te Horo's
Got Talent, and more recently as our SENCO/Learning Support Coordinator for
Y5-8 students.

Paraparaumu College Year 8 Open Day

School assembly 9am

Friday 2nd July

Tuesday 6th July
Paraparaumu College Open Evening
Friday 9th July – LAST DAY OF TERM 2
Matariki Breakfast 7am
School assembly 9am
Monday 26th July – FIRST DAY TERM 3

We will have a farewell assembly for Rebecca towards the end of the term, please
keep an eye out for details and do come along.
We will be advertising a fixed term role to replace Rebecca in Room 9 for Terms 3 & 4. Please do spread the word
and ask anyone interested to email me directly, michelle.tate@th.school.nz
And for those of you who attend SKIDS afterschool care, the wonderful Billie will be leaving at the end of this term,
to have her baby. We look forward to meeting mini-me at your earliest convenience, Billie!

Matariki Celebrations
What is Matariki?
Matariki signals the Māori New Year. It is a time of renewal and celebration in New Zealand that begins with the
rising of the Matariki star cluster (the Pleiades or Seven Sisters).
Matariki is the Māori name for the cluster of stars also known as the Pleiades. It rises in mid-winter and for many
Māori, it heralds the start of a new year. Matariki literally means the ‘eyes of god’ (mata ariki) or ‘little eyes’ (mata
riki). According to myth, when Ranginui, the sky father, and Papatūānuku, the earth mother, were separated by their
children, the god of the winds, Tāwhirimātea, became so angry that he tore out his eyes and threw them into the
heavens.
Traditionally, Matariki was a time to remember those who had died in the last year. But it was also a happy event –
crops had been harvested and seafood and birds had been collected. With plenty of food in the storehouses, Matariki
was a time for singing, dancing and feasting.
Matariki, or Māori New Year celebrations, were once popular but stopped in the 1940s. In 2000, they were revived.
Only a few people took part at first, but in just a few years thousands were honouring the ‘New Zealand
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Thanksgiving’. A special feature of Matariki celebrations is the flying of kites – according to ancient custom they
flutter close to the stars.
Matariki House Activities
As part of our celebration we will be working together in our house groups during the afternoons of Tuesday 6th
June and Wednesday 7th June on practical activities.
Matariki Breakfast - All Welcome!
You are warmly invited to our Matariki celebration on
Friday 9th July. We will begin the day at 7:00am outside the
Hall, for a karakia, to talk about Matariki, sing a waiata, and
then plant a tree in our Matariki Garden.
The whole family are then welcomed to stay and have your
breakfast (BYO). Students can play outside until the start
of the school day.
If you are keen to see the Matariki star constellation, book
yourselves in for an early morning wake up during the Term
2 holidays for some wonderful celestial viewing!

From the Board
Kia ora Parents, Caregivers, and Whanau,
Further to our last email update, we can advise that the
Board, Principal, and Teaching & Support Staff have been
working hard to address some of the current behavioural
challenges that have occurred in a few of our classrooms in
recent times.
We are pleased to report that things are beginning to settle
down with the consolidation of our restorative practices, our zones of regulations practice and a renewed focus on
hauroa / wellbeing and positive behaviour across the school.
We have sought assistance of the Ministry of Education (MoE), through Resource Teachers of Learning & Behaviour
(RTLBs) and educational psychologists. Further we are pleased to announce the appointment of a Limited Statutory
Manager (LSM) who will assist the Board with its Employment, Communication, and Concerns & Complaints
management.
Our LSM, Mr Kevin Palmer, will be working extensively with the Board, Leadership Team, Teaching & Support Staff
over the next 4-6 weeks to produce a scope of work, and following this we will work together on an improvement
plan to return the school to regular governance.
In the meantime, it is business as usual for both the Board and the School. To minimise disruption, please continue
to use your current communications channels and Kevin will respond via those channels.
Kind regards, Steve Gadsby (Board Chair) & Kevin Palmer (Limited Statutory Manager)

College Visits for Year 8s
A reminder to the children who have opted to visit Kapiti College tomorrow, the bus will be picking you up at 9am.
Bring “pocketable” morning tea, wear your Te Horo School shirt or similar, and represent!
Paraparaumu College Open Day for Out-of-Zone Enrolments – Friday 2 July
If your child is going to attend the Open Day, please email Danielle.mcmurchie@th.school.nz by Friday 18 June, so
she can advise the College how many children to expect.
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The day is as follows:
9:20am Arrive in Te Manawa (Admin Block)
9:30am Orientation visits commence
12:20pm Orientation concludes - you are free to collect your student at this time if they do not wish to attend
the major production.
12:20pm If the student is going to attend the major production they will need to bring their own lunch.
12:30pm Major Production commences in the College Auditorium.
2:30pm Major Production finishes – students free to leave.
Unlike last year, the College is not providing transportation, so parents/caregivers will need to arrange their own
transport to and from Paraparaumu College.
Information of Paraparaumu College’s enrolment scheme can be found here. Students that live outside of the home
zone need to have their enrolment form submitted to the College by Monday 26 July 2021 to be considered.
Paraparaumu College Open Evening – Tuesday 6 July
Parents wishing to attend the Open Evening will need to register attendance here.

GRIP Leadership Conference
“I need to put my own hand up and
be ready for when it’s my time to
lead”. That was the main theme of
the day at the GRIP Leadership
Conference in Palmerston North
yesterday. The students made the
most of their opportunities to take
part in the fun activities offered.
We look forward to seeing our
young leaders put into practice
some of the skills they learnt –
following through on promises,
doing what is right, and putting
others
first
the
three
responsibilities of a good leader.
Thanks Hayley Simms, for helping Mr Nolan keep tabs on Te Horo School’s future leaders.

Nacho Friday!
Orders can be placed at the office for a scrummy nacho lunch on Friday 25th June. This has been organised by the
Year 8 Camp fundraising team. Make sure you get your order in by Monday 21st June, or risk having some serious
nacho-FOMO.
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Well done to the Year 8’s and parents who “cleaned
up” with their camp fundraising carwash on
Saturday. $350 was a great effort!

Mrs Wishy Washy was in Room 1 on Friday, sharing
her best mud-removal tips.

School Sports Notices and Results
Well done to all our runners who participated in the Kapiti Interschool Cross Country Regionals. Here’s a couple of
pics from what turned out to be an unseasonably hot day!
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TE HORO SCHOOL ALLSTARS
Room
1

Jani – you have made a wonderful start to school. Your smile and laughter bring so much joy, we
love having you in Room 1.
Rory - Whaea Shar is so proud of the effort you are putting into your reading. He whetu koe! You
are a star.

Room
2

Te Whaiti - you have shown us this week what a great problem solver you are. You support your
friends to make great choices and are a superb role model in room 2. Ka mau te wehi!
Riley - you have shown me that you are a capable learner by trying your very best and listening
to feedback in writing. This is what great writers do. Ka pai, Riley!

Room
3
Room
4
Room
6

Arthur - for being resilient and trying really hard to give things a go. Kia kaha!
Lincoln - for being a capable learner and doing his best without giving up. Kei reira katoa
(fabulous)!

Room
9

Acacia – for being a kind and caring member of Room 4. You are always helping others.
Rosie – for trying hard in all learning areas. You are a star writer and have made so much
progress this year.
Wade – capable. Excellent in-class focus Wade, it is great to see you put in loads of effort!
Theo - good citizen. For being a great listener and a thoughtful student in class. Ka pai to
manawatia.
Jade - for consistently showing persistence and perseverance in her learning, and for being an
inclusive and supportive member of the class. Ka rawe, Jade!
Elliot - for showing positive communication skills and capability as a learner. Elliot, it has been
great to see you participating in class discussions with confidence, and having self-belief in your
ideas. Tino pai, Elliot!

Room
10

Sophie - for not only settling well into Te Horo School but for consistently demonstrating
resilience and bravery.
Fletcher - for making positive decisions regarding his learning and for always being an
encouraging, supportive and vibrant member of the class.
Prairie - for being a reliable and trustworthy member of the class. I appreciate your diligence and
ability to self-manage, work with independence and see tasks through to completion.

Room
11

For capability - Jesse has been working really hard to learn his times tables and has been showing
courage in reciting these to his teacher as part of a times table learning challenge. Ka Pai Jesse!
For capability - Fergus has been working hard at home in the weekends, practising maths skills
learnt during class lessons as well as new learning. Keep up the fantastic effort Fergus. Ka Pai!

Room
12
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Preslee - for stamina and perseverance. Despite a sore ankle you still ran in both the Otaki and
Kapiti Cross Country events!
Bill - you show initiative in maths and have been motivated to improve your number knowledge,
with great results. Well done!

Community News
sKids After School Care – Te Horo School Hall
sKids can support your before/after and holiday care needs. To enroll and book just go to www.skids.co.nz, from the home page
click on the blue parent login button which takes you to sKids AimyPlus, or go to:
https://skids.aimy.co.nz/Account/Login
If you need any assistance, please don't hesitate to make contact:
sonia@skids.co.nz or 027 739 1986
Te Horo Playgroup – Join Us!
Our cute little playgroup is nestled behind the church on School Road. We have great facilities – a fully fenced outdoor area, a
large sandpit and inground trampoline, fort, swings and Wendy house. Inside we have arts and crafts, trains, blackboards,
dress ups, everything a kid could want! 9.30am-12.00pm on Fridays – we ask just $2 per session or $20 per family for the term.
Hope to see you there! Contact thplaygroup@gmail.com. Facebook: Te Horo Playgroup
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