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27th October 2021 Newsletter #16 

 

Te Horo School 
Office Email: office@th.school.nz   

Principal Email: michelle.tate@th.school.nz 

Website: www.th.school.nz  

Kia ora koutou!  
It’s been great to see the sun shining amongst the grey weather lately! We hope 
you and your family have been able to make the most of it.  

We have our fingers crossed that the weather will 
cooperate with our Year 8 campers at Camp 
Raukawa in Whanganui this week, and our Year 6 
campers at Forest Lakes next week!  

Many thanks to the wonderful efforts that 
parents, caregivers, staff, and students have put 

in to fundraising to enable these events to happen. We are very grateful for the 
wider school community’s support in these ventures too! 

School Events and Gatherings at Covid-19 Alert Level 2 

As you will have seen there have been several Government Covid-19 related 
announcements and Health Order mandates about schools over the last few 
weeks.  

In their Bulletin for School Leaders the Ministry of Education (MoE) gives us almost 
daily updates around the evolving rules and directives that affect schools.  We are 
committed to following these directives and recommendations, along with 
Ministry of Health (MoH) requirements. 

While Covid-19 continues to significantly impact on school operations in Auckland 
and other parts of the upper North Island, we remain really pleased that at least 
our teaching and learning environment and programmes here at Te Horo School 
have been minimally affected in comparison at this time.   

However, where we remain most impacted is around ‘gatherings’.  The Ministry of 
Education (MoE) guidelines say that “As soon as your event or activity brings 
people onsite who are not there for education purposes, including students, 
parents and caregivers, then the rules for gatherings do apply. This would include 
performances such as school plays, cultural events and sporting 
activities.”  Education purposes is defined by the Ministry of Education as ‘delivery 
of your curriculum’.   

Further advice shared by the Ministry of Education says “However, even if your 
event is considered to be for education purposes, unless it is really necessary to give 
effect to the curriculum, we recommend you avoid such events until Alert Level 1. 
An example of this is prizegiving – though they are an important aspect of school 
life, they are not a curriculum requirement.” 

With the recent announcement from the government indicating a target of 90% of 
the eligible population 12-years and over across District Health Board (DHB) areas needing to be vaccinated before 
restrictions are eased, it appears that these guidelines are unlikely to change in the near future.  

 
LAST DAY OF 2021 

Thursday 16th December 

 

Thursday 28th October 

Year 7 Otaki Pool trip 

Friday 30th October 

Year 7 First aid course 

Year 8’s return from camp 

Tuesday 2nd November 

Footsteps Dance Y1-4 

Wednesday 3rd November 

Year 6 off to camp at Forest Lakes 

Kāpiti College Option Day 

Thursday 4th November 

Year 5 Ngā Manu trip 

Friday 5th November 

School Assembly at 9.15am 

Home & School Bric a Brac sale from 
2.50pm 

Tuesday 9th November 

Footsteps Dance Y1-4 

Thursday 11th November 

Armistice Day School Service 

Ag Night 

Friday 12th November 

School Cross Country 

Monday 15th November 

Year 8 HPV immunisations 

Tuesday 16th November 

EPro8 Challenge Year 7-8 

Wednesday 17th November  

EPro8 Challenge Year 5-6 

Thursday 18th November 

Sports Prize Giving – Hockey/Netball 

Friday 19th November 

School Assembly at 9.15am 

Ag Day Group Finals - Levin 
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As we go through the term, we will continue to review events that are planned against the most up-to-date Ministry 
of Education advice and direction.  Where possible, we will look for alternative options so that important events and 
activities are not cancelled completely.   

In regard to school prize-giving and as that is still some time away, we are hopeful that New Zealand is in a position 
where the Ministry of Education is able to indicate to schools that prize-giving can be held onsite at school, rather than 
via the currently suggested platform such as Google-meet or Zoom. 

Under Alert Level 2, the guidance is that we minimise any people entering the school grounds wherever possible.  We 
realise that this isn’t always practical, so do wish to reiterate that parents entering the grounds under Level 2 should 
be wearing a mask and scan in to record their visit or leave your name and cell number on the hard copy sheet 
provided. We thank-you for your support and co-operation with this Ministry of Education requirement.  

Ag Night 2021 at Alert Level 2 

Despite the current Covid situation which has now seen many schools having to cancel their Ag Nights/Days and 
Market/Gala Days as they are not related directly to curriculum delivery, we have found a way for the animal show 
and judging parts of our Ag Night to continue as a traditional and important part of our school. However, Ag Night will 
have to look a little different this year.  

 
Working within these guidelines, this year: 

• attendance at Ag Night will only be for competitors and one whānau member; the animal judges, and 
supporting school staff 

• we are not able to have the wider community attend 

• we cannot have a sausage sizzle on this night either 
• container gardens, cups and saucers and the Lego competition entries will be available to view onsite for a 

few days after judging – but please remember to sign in at the Office first if you are coming to see these 
creations and please wear a mask and maintain social distancing. 

We appreciate your understanding and support on this matter as we navigate through the evolving restrictions that 
now apply to schools. Fingers crossed for a return to ‘normal’ next year! 

More detailed information will be shared with our Ag Club families separately. 

Kapahaka Festival Cancelled 

After careful consideration of the current requirements and restrictions on gatherings at Alert Level 2, and in discussion 
with kaumatua Koro Don, sadly the host school has had to cancel the Kapa Haka festival this year. Even though this 
has been a hard decision we know that this is in the best interests and safety of all our tamariki and their whānau. 

We look forward to being able to attend the Kapa Haka Festival “Takiri o Te Ata” at Our Lady of Kāpiti School on 
Thursday December 1st, 2022 (still on at this stage). 

We are currently thinking through plans for a Kapa Haka performance that we can stream or record so our Kapa Haka 
group can share their great mahi with whanau and friends.   

Armistice Day Service 11 November 

We are intending to go ahead with this service but this will be held during our school day for students and staff only. 
As we hold it outside underneath our flagpole on the turf, we will be able to socially distance the students like we 
currently do for hui.   

Mandatory Vaccinations for School Staff and Volunteers  

During the next couple of weeks, we will also be working through all the requirements around mandated vaccinations 
for school teaching and support staff, contractors and volunteers.  As you may know school teaching and support staff 
are now required to have a first vaccination by 15 November 2021 with a second one no later than 1 January 
2022.  These government mandated requirements also apply to contractors and volunteers (including parent helpers) 
who may have contact with students.  This requirement is because, with Covid-19 now becoming more widespread in 
the community, schools are deemed to be places of potential higher risk due to children under 12-years of age being 
unvaccinated. If this mandated requirement directly affects you, we will be in touch as soon as we receive more 
direction from the Ministry of Education.  
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Planning for 2022 

It is that time of the year where we start looking towards planning for the next year and start considering class 
placements. The process of putting class lists together for a new year is a complex and time-consuming task. There are 
many variables to consider, for example: equal class sizes, the gender balance in each class, the distribution of students 
with social/behaviour and learning needs, medical needs, splitting cousins/siblings if required, and so on. We use our 
professional judgement alongside all that we know about students when placing them in classes.  

Parents and caregivers sometimes have information about their child we may not be aware of that can make their 
class placement more effective or appropriate. For this reason, there is an opportunity to advise me in writing of 
anything that might be helpful in designing class lists that you think we don’t already know before Monday 22nd 
November - michelle.tate@th.school.nz  

As a staff we will then use this information to assist us in making placements. Please note that there are a range of 
factors to consider in this process and therefore I cannot guarantee to accommodate all requests, but they will be 
considered alongside other factors and knowledge. What one parent might suggest could be cancelled out by the 
needs of the children/classes or our school and teacher knowledge. Please also be aware that, depending upon 
students’ learning and pastoral needs and class compositions, some teachers may also change the year levels they 
teach.  

Towards the end of the year, it is also a time when families make changes, and we sometimes have people moving out 
of the area or moving on for other reasons. If this is the case for your family, the sooner we know this, the easier it is 
for us to plan for class numbers for next year. I would appreciate it if you could let us know as soon as you know.  It is 
also important to let us know if you  or others who you know have any pre-schoolers who will turn five next year - 
please ensure we know about them and can plan for them accordingly.  

Thanks in advance for your patience with us while we work through this process. 

Should you have any further questions in regards the matters outlined above of on any other school related matters, 
please contact us. Stay well, stay safe. Nga mihi manaakitanga nui. 

Michelle Tate - Principal, Steve Gadsby – Board Chair, Kevin Palmer – Limited Statutory Manager 

Footsteps Dance – Year 1-4 

Years 0-4 have been getting their groove on with Caitlin from Footsteps Dance.  Over the next five weeks, we'll be 
learning the moves to some really cool dances, learning about the 
elements of dance along the way.   This is part of our programme of 
learning in The Arts.  We'll share some more of our dancing fun on 
Seesaw over the next few weeks.  

mailto:michelle.tate@th.school.nz
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The Vidulich Vase: Tabloid Sports House Event 
What a cracker of a last day of Term 2, when the houses fiercely compete for the Vidulich Vase. Decked in house 
colours, the atmosphere was one of fun, inclusivity, good-natured competition and team encouragement.  After the 
final battle (the epic tug-of-war) Mangaone (Green) became our Viduich Vase victors! 
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Spot the familiar face! 
A shout out to Ash Harker, who played the role of Michael in the highly reviewed Coasters Musical Theatre 
production of Mary Poppins during the school holidays. Ash told us it was a lot of fun but he was pretty tired at the 
end of it.  We love to see all the cool activiies and events our tamariki get up to in their spare time – and there’s no 
doubt that Te Horo’s got talent!  

Kids Art Work Fundraiser 
Many thanks to those that have already ordered their Kids Art Work products online.  A reminder that orders close 
on Monday 1 November at 9am.  We will not be able to take any late orders.  If you have misplaced your child’s 
entrance code, please make direct contact with your child’s teacher who will be able to provide you with this.  A 
reminder that the children have completed the artwork to go on the products - you do not get the images that is on 
all the information we sent out.  You can view your child’s artwork when you login to the website.   Happy shopping! 
 
Paint by numbers instructions: 
1. Go to https://www.kidsartworks.com/ 

 
2. Enter your child’s unique entrance code in the box in the 

middle and click enter.  
 

3. Confirm Te Horo School as the correct organisation by 
clicking yes.  
 

4. You will then be able to see your child’s artwork.  Scroll down to 
place place your order. 

 

 

https://www.kidsartworks.com/
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Fresh produce from our garden 
Check out the range of treats on offer from our garden (and chickens)! 
Maddy West harvested a selection of herbs, lemons, flowers and eggs 
last week, and Isaac and Kai helped Maddy to set up the produce stand 
outside of the school gate on Friday. 

You are all invited to help yourselves whenever you see the stall – the 
produce is free, but we also welcome a koha towards purchasing 
watering cans and other garden tools, if you wish. 

 

Worms wanted 
To help reduce waste and support our gardens, we compost our food scraps.  This was recently made easier 
through a grant from KCDC which enabled us to purchase two rotating compost bins, lidded collection bins for 
outside the classrooms and the exciting addition of a worm farm!  Thus we have vacancies for worms who wish to 
enjoy the scraps from over 200 lunchboxes!  If you have a small handful of woms to get us started, we would 
really appreciate it – also any tips and hints on how to keep them happily homed and fed! 

Shout it from the treetops 
We have recently been gifted several native trees from two organisations – Paper4Trees and Trees that Count.  
These will help to enrich our bush reserve and school grounds.  Thanks to Russ Drewy for sussing out the best 
locations for our new young trees to thrive in, and for doing the mahi of digging the holes.  Thanks to our 
wonderful teachers and students who helped plant! 

Here comes the sun! 
The weather is hotting up and the sun (when it smiles on us) is already quite fierce.  We encourage you to apply 
sunblock to your children before school.  We have sunblock available for reapplication during the day.  Clearly 
named full brimmed hats must be worn outside during Term 1 and 4.  If your child has lost their hat, we have them 
for purchase at the school office for $10. 

Many happy returns 
We are very happy to take returns of sports uniforms, borrowed school tops and school cups and trophies from last 
year’s prizegiving.  Please return to the office at your earliest convenience.  

Our people 
Jo Mason 

Kia Ora Te Horo Whanau.  My name is Jo and I started working as a 
Teacher Aide at Te Horo at the beginning of 2020. I am currently 
supporting years 7&8. 

I grew up in the Hutt Valley before living in the UK for over 20 years, 
where I trained in Child Development and worked in Early Years. We 
lived in a village with a very strong community and it is a privilege to be 
able to work at Te Horo where this ethos is held so dearly.  

My family and I are new to living on the Kapiti Coast and we are 
enjoying finding our way to all the hidden gems (recommendations 

gratefully received 😁) . My husband Adam and our two children 16 
and 12 love living in NZ with the outdoor lifestyle, sports and meeting 
their extended Kiwi family.  

As a family we enjoy travelling, camping, walking, long lazy lunches 
in the sun, and I am enjoying trying to establish my garden. I have a 

long way to go! See you all round soon! 😀  
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From Home & School  

Bric a Brac Sale – Friday 5 November from 2.50pm in Rooms 7/8 

One of the most popular stalls at Paddy’s Mart – we hope to sell the items donated this year at a pop up Bric a Brac 
stall after school in Room 8. 

Level 2 restrictions apply: 

• Enter through Room 7 door and out of Room 8 door. 

• No more than 10 people inside at any one time. We will work on a one-in, one-out basis if necessary 

• Please wear a mask, sign in and maintain social distancing 

EFTPOS or cash available! 

Paddy’s Raffle Results  

We want say a big thank you to all of you who sold books this year and especially those who did a big push at the 
end to get them sold!  It's been another disrupted year for fundraising so we really do appreciate all your help in 
getting these sold.  All things considered we had a great result - 1,568 of the 2,000 tickets were sold, raising $3,897! 

Congratulations to the winners of our Paddy's Mart Raffle - we hope you all enjoy your amazing prizes.  

1st Prize - Mick Strack  

2nd Prize - Paul Emery 

3rd Prize - Di Hookham 

4th Prize - Lianne from Otaki Beach 

5th Prize - Anne-Sophie Wills 

6th Prize – Cheralee Gray 

Family who sold the most tickets – the Russell-
Etherington whanau! 

All prizes this year were kindly donated to us from some of our amazing community businesses.  Without their 
support and very generous donations we would not be able to provide such amazing prizes and raise some much 
needed funds for our little school.  We would sincerely like to thank you all.... 
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TE HORO SCHOOL ALLSTARS 

Room 

1 

Skyla - for a confident start to term 4.  After just a few weeks at school you know the routines and 
encourage others to follow them.  Tino pai rawa! Excellent. 
Zoe - for a ‘can do’ attitude in writing.  You are listening for sounds you know, to start and finish a 
word. He whetu koe! What a star! 

Room 

2 

Mitchell, thanks for working so hard to be a wonderful TEAM PLAYER.  It’s great to see you 
including others in your play, having fun with your friends every day in room 2.  Ka mau te wehi! 
Felix, you are a great COMMUNICATOR.  You have great ideas, knowledge and questions to share, 
and we love the way you do it so respectfully too!  Tino pai, Felix :) 

Room 

3 

Elizabeth Laws - for being a Good Citizen and always showing respect and tolerance towards 
others. Miharo (awesome)! 
Joe Bellman - for being a positive communicator and showing great negotiation skills in play 
based learning time. Ka pai Joe. 

Room 

4 

Eli – you have returned to school very settled and you are making good choices in the classroom. 
Ka pai!  
Colton - You have been persevering with your work, especially art. Ka pai, my friend. Keep up the 
good work. 

Room 

5 

Mya, you have been working so hard and persevering with your learning.  It is great to see you 
coming up with awesome ideas for your writing.  Ka pai, Mya! 
Te Whaiti - you are such a great team player.  You are inclusive of others and always willing to 
help and support others. Ka mau te wehi, Te Whaiti.. 

Room 

6 

Aiden - for Communication. Aiden you are a scientist! You are amazing! Keep sharing your ideas. 
Effie - for Capability. You have shown yourself to be a wonderful thinker. We are really enjoying your 
insights in Ruma Ono! 
Wade - for Communicator. Well done Wade, we are really enjoying your engagement in our Changes 
inquiry so far! Keep asking questions. 
Theo - for Communication. Really thoughtful questions to begin our Inquiry with. Well done, Theo. 

Room 

9 

Zoe has worked very hard at taking part in activities in the class. I have loved the way she sometimes shares 
her opinion on things. Keep up the good work Zoe! 
Callum has been showing great leadership, sharing his strong IT skills & knowledge enthusiastically. Great 
start to the term, Callum! 
Milla has started the term with great focus and enthusiasm, putting lots of effort into her work. Ka pai! 
Alex is always interested in things and tries so hard with his work. He is a great role model for others in the 
way how he works. Nice going Alex! 

Room 

10 

Zavier - for consistently being reliable and for giving his best in all areas of his learning. 
Paora - for taking great care with the presentation and quality of his work and for ensuring that is of a 
pleasing standard. 
Lucy - for taking the time to help, encourage  and support others with their learning. 
Tai Mana - for working with greater independence and focus and for managing his time within the 
classroom well. 

Room 

11 

Matthew – for capability.  Matthew is completing his assigned tasks with focus and effort in the 
presentation of his work. Well done, Matthew! 
Jakey – for capability.  Jakey settles into independent tasks quickly and completes them efficiently 
in the time provided. He is learning to check his work for mistakes which means his work is easy 
to read and understand. Well done, Jakey! 

Room 

12 

Elsie - Perseverance and determination … it was great to see you using your initiative to master 
your maths knowledge learning during the school holidays!  Ka mau te wehi! 

Ella - Perseverance and determination … your reading has come such a long way, it is a pleasure 
to sit and read with you!  Your expression brings your reading to life.  Well done Ella! 

Star 

staff 

Nicole Garrod for being ‘TEAM PLAYER’ with a CAN DO attitude. Thanks for all you do with the 
Garden Club and volunteering to help out with events. 
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SkoolLoop sponsors 

We are very lucky to have the support of local sponsors – their advertising allows us to have full use of Skool Loop 
at no cost. Please support them in turn. 

 

Mitchell, the stop-go guy 

We all know how much Mitchell enjoys his stop-go sign at school. This week his dreams became reality. A huge 
thank you to Jay Rutherford and Trish Watkins of Higgins, who are doing the traffic management for the works being 
undertaken along School Road. They gave Mitchell an experience to remember and put a huge smile on his face. 
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School Sports Notices and Results 

Sports Event Cancellations 
It is really unfortunate to share with you some sports events that have been cancelled: 

• The Otaki Sports Cluster has made the decision to cancel the Y5-6 Touch Rugby Tournament, the afterschool 
Touch Rugby and the Junior Sports Day that was to take place with other local Otaki Schools this term.  

• The Kapiti Sports Cluster has made the decision to cancel the Interschool Athletics event that was to take 
place with other local Kapiti schools this term.   

Level 2 restrictions and the limits of 100 people mean that these events cannot go ahead.  We have our fingers and 
toes crossed that our sports can return to normal in 2022! 
 

School Cross Country 
We aim to hold our school cross country on Friday 12 November from 1:20pm.  In the event of poor weather, this 
will then be postponed to Tuesday 16 November from 1:20pm.  The children will run the specific course for their age 
group in groups of year level and gender.  Our PE programmes in Week 1-4 will be dedicated to training for this.  The 
children have all walked their specific course and they know where they are heading.  We will need a few parent 
volunteers at key points on the course to ensure the safety of the children (and to offer words of 
encouragement).  Parent volunteers will need to sign in and wear a face covering.  If you are able to help please 
email danielle.mcmurchie@th.school.nz to let her know.   
If we are in Level 2 (as it currently stands) at this date we will not be able to have spectators on-site, due to the 
gathering restrictions.  However, if we are allowed spectators by this date, we invite you to come along and cheer 
on our runners!  We acknowledge that cross country running can be a cause of concern for some children and while 
we encourage them to run alongside their peers, there is an option for our Year 4 - 8 children to participate in a Fun 
Run alternative. 
  

Sports Prizegiving 2021 - Netball & Hockey 
Players (and one parent/caregiver per 
family) 
REALLY IMPORTANT TO NOTE:   
Mrs McMurchie has completed a count of all 
players, coaches and staff needing to attend 
and in order to keep our numbers to 100, as is 
the current gathering restriction, we ask that 
only one parent/caregiver from each family 
attends.  If we can ensure this, then we will 
have 99 people!   
Those over 12 years of age (including 
parents/caregivers) attending will need to wear 
a face-covering and sign in using the various 
Covid tracer codes throughout the school (the 
gates are probably the easiest).  Dress warmly 
as we will need to have all the doors open for 
ventilation. 
We ask that once inside the hall you maintain 
physical distancing from the other families. 
On the plus side - we have an event we can go 
ahead with! 
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Community News 

 
Saturday Kiwi Hoops  
Kāpiti Basketball Association are running Saturday Kiwi Hoops again from next term which is always a popular Saturday event. 
Players can register https://membership.sportstg.com/regoform.cgi?formID=80325   or email contactus.kba@gmail.com for 
more information. KBA are running two Saturday sessions: 11.30am-12.30pm for 5-9 years and 12.30pm-2pm for 10-13 years 
 
sKids After School Care – Te Horo School Hall 
sKids can support your before/after and holiday care needs.  To enroll and book just go to www.skids.co.nz, from the home page 
click on the blue parent login button which takes you to sKids AimyPlus, or go to: 
 https://skids.aimy.co.nz/Account/Login 
If you need any assistance, please don't hesitate to make contact: 
sonia@skids.co.nz or 027 739 1986  
 
Book Launch Event – Saturday 6 November 
Calling all children especially in the 10-14 age group - this is a book launch for you! Author Eirlys Hunter will be in the shop to 
launch her new book, The Uprising: the mapmakers in Cruxia, with readings and signings, plus we will have several book-related 
activities and a few edible treats! So come on in anytime between 3 and 5pm and meet the author!  We also have copies of  
The Mapmaker's Race, the previous book, or you can bring your copy in to be signed!  Books & Co, 1/216 Main Highway, Otaki 

  

https://membership.sportstg.com/regoform.cgi?formID=80325
mailto:contactus.kba@gmail.com
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Te Horo Playgroup – Join Us! Our cute little playgroup is nestled 
behind the church on School Road. We have great facilities – a fully 
fenced outdoor area, a large sandpit and inground trampoline, fort, 
swings and Wendy house. Inside we have arts and crafts, trains, 
blackboards, dress ups, everything a kid could want! 9.30am-
12.00pm on Fridays – we ask just $2 per session or $20 per family 
for the term.  Hope to see you there! Contact: 
thplaygroup@gmail.com  Facebook: Te Horo Playgroup 
 
Bigair’s gymnastics, trampolining, cheerleading, tumbling & free 
running (this is parkour with flips). Classes are excellent for fun and 
fitness! We focus on safety, technique, fundamental skills, right 
through to more advanced skills, such as summersaults and twisting 
flips. Bigair Gym is a pristine, exciting, kid friendly gym! Our skilled 
and experienced coaches run structured and organized stimulating 
gym classes, that follows a badge programme which creates goals 
and allows children to plan for success! 
BOOK NOW for Term 4 Classes. Spots are limited. Book online on 
www.bigairgym.co.nz/  
Bigair Gymsports Kapiti ph. 04 297 0400 e. kapiti@bigairgym.co.nz 
@. 4 Manchester Street, Kapiti. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

mailto:thplaygroup@gmail.com
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