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8th December 2021 Newsletter #19 

 

Te Horo School 
Office Email: office@th.school.nz   

Principal Email: michelle.tate@th.school.nz 

Website: www.th.school.nz  

Kia ora koutou!  

Well what a week for needing the gummies!  
Room 3 thought so, with this collection of 
puddle jumpers outside their door on Tuesday.  
You may have noticed that KCDC have erected 
a billboard at the bottom corner of School Road, 
to keep the community updated on the water 
situation. We are currently still on a 
precautionary boil water notice.  Please send 
your child with a full water bottle in the morning 
– we bring in fresh drinking water for them to refill their bottles at the office if they 
run out during the day. 

Last Friday we all took great pleasure in listening to our Year 7 candidates for 2022 Prime Minister and Deputy Prime 
Minister positions.  They did a great job of informing us about their special qualities and their vision for the role, should 
they be successful.  Congratulations to Finn, Elsie, Cooper, Belle, Hannah, Lily, Lachie, Charlie 
and Eliza who all delivered excellent speeches.  It takes a lot of courage to deliver a speech like 
this and we were very proud of your efforts. All the classes had the opportuntiy to vote for 
their favourite candidate and we look forward to finding out who they are next week. 

I’d like to take this opportunity to congratulate our own Whaea Amanda, who completed her 
Te Ahu Reo Māori Level 3 and celebrated with an online Graduation Ceremony on Saturday 
night.  Here’s a photo of her sitting down in front of the laptop for her virtual three-course 
graduation dinner!  Ka mau te wehi, e hoa! 

End-of-year events 

As you know the Covid Protection Framework came into play on the 3rd December. 

In the school setting for the rest of 2021 the Ministry of Education has advised:  

“Curriculum-related events and activities should continue using alert level guidelines until the end of Term 4 2021 and 
from 2022 the traffic light setting guidance will apply. A reminder that as soon as you bring others onsite (who are not 
receiving or providing education services) for curriculum-related events, including parents and caregivers, you will 
need to follow the relevant rules which apply to all events and activities in your region for your traffic light setting”.  

This means that at Te Horo School we will follow Alert Level 2 guidelines for the rest of the year while currently 
operating within the orange traffic light setting as a wider community. 

We will send out the most up-to-date information on start of year arrangements late January at which point we will 
be better informed about any changes required under the Covid Protection (Traffic Light) Framework system. 

At Te Horo School we are doing our best to be clear about Covid 19 requirements and apply systems that are fair and 
keep everyone safe. We want to thank everyone for your patience and support as we work through the changing 
requirements and please ask that you are kind to all our staff as we follow the health requirements of the Ministry of 
Health and guidance from the Ministry of Education.  

 If you’d like to learn more about the framework, visit COVID-19 Protection Framework.  

  

 

Friday 10th December  

Christmas Carols @ The Lavender 
Farm, 5 - 7pm 

Monday 13th December 

9am - Class awards 

6pm -  Leavers’ Dinner  

Tuesday 14th December 

Year 0-4 Fun Outside Day 

Wednesday 15th December 

9am – Y8 Prizegiving 

Thursday 16th December – LAST DAY 

School finishes at 12.30pm. 

Tuesday 8th February – Term 1 starts 
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Home & School Carols 

Our Home & School Christmas Carol Event is on this Friday, 10th December at the Lavender Farm from 5pm.  
Unfortunately we are unable to hold them at school this year while we remain operating at Alert Level 2, but the Home 
& School Committee have found a wonderful solution of holding them at the Lavender Farm just around the corner in 
Settlement Road.  Come along, bring the family, and join in with the carols.  We believe that this will be a great 
opportunity to bring our lovely little community back together after such a disjointed year. This is vaccine pass required 
event.  

Please note that the rehearsed carol performances will still take place during school hours this week and will be filmed 
and shared with parents.  It is not intended that classes will be performing on Friday night, but rather we'll be having 
a good old singalong (songsheets provided) with all the community involved. 

Prizegiving 

We are gutted not to be able to carry out our Prizegiving event as we have in the past due to the Alert Level 2 
restrictions we are operating under. We acknowledge that this is disappointing, especially for parents of Year 8 
students who would love to be able to be present in person. Prizegiving will be in a different form but still a very special 
end of year celebration which parents can be a part of via Google Meet (we will also record it).  

On Monday 13th at 9am we will present the class awards based on our school values.  Click here for the GoogleMeet 
link. 

On Wednesday 15th at 9am we will have a special event for the Year 8's. Room 11 & 12 and some staff members will 
be in the Hall together, with parents and the rest of the school being able to join via Google Meet. During this event 
we will have: the Principal’s, School Prime Minister & Deputy Prime Minister Speeches, present the Major Awards, 
Cups and Trophies, present the Year 8’s with their leaving certificates, have the Year 7’s present a farewell gift to the 
Year 8s, the Year 8 students will present their farewell song, farewell leaving families, and have the announcement of 
the 2022 PM and Deputy PM.  

Year 8 Leavers Dinner 

The Year 8 Leavers Dinner at the Winemakers Daughter on Monday 13th December (6pm arrival) will take place as 
planned.   As this is a private gathering, and there will be no members of the public at Winemaker's Daughter, we can 
still hold this within the gathering limit of 50 people. Students do not need to be vaccinated to attend.  The students 
will need to wear face coverings.  They will be able to remove these once they are seated and will be reminded to 
wear them when they purchase their drinks.  Traditionally parents have stayed to take photos when the students are 
dropped off, and we ask that in this instance this does not happen this year, so as to avoid the congregation of people 
(and therefore extend past our limit of 50).  We will make sure that we take photos and will share these with you.  Of 
course you may take photos before arriving at the Winemaker's Daughter.  We look forward to holding this event! 

Thank You Morning Tea 

We were planning to have a volunteer morning tea to thank all our wonderful whānau helpers who supported us 
during 2021. Given the CPF and Alert Level 2 Guidelines we will not be able to do this this year. We would like to say 
formally, however, in this a huge thank you for your support, encouragement and time that helps make our school 
such an awesome place for our students. Your time, energy, and skills are greatly appreciated.  

We really hope next year we can open up the school more with community events so we can reconnect as a school 
community.   

Class placements 

We can now confirm the staffing structure for next year: 

• Whaea Shar will teach Year 0/1, Whaea Amanda Year ½ and Ms Garrod will Year 2 

• Whaea Wendy and Whaea Jo will teach Year 3/4 

• Miss Collins and Mrs Holwill will teach Year 5/6 

• Mrs McMurchie and Mr Nolan will teach Year 7/8 

We will start school on Tuesday 8th February, stay tuned for further details about the first day once plans have been 
confirmed. 

Class Lists will be published at the end of the day tomorrow, with students enjoying the opportunity to come together 
with their 2022 classmates and teacher in their new room during the morning session. Class lists will be on display 
around the school -  Year 7/8 – in the Sound Clinic (old dental clinic) window, Year 5/6 – in the main gate notice board, 
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and whole school lists in the Home & School noticeboard at the junior gate. Please be mindful of social distancing 
when viewing the lists and, for privacy reasons, please do not photograph and share these lists over social media. 

There are multiple layers to how class placements are allocated. Teachers have completed the lengthy process into 
which a lot of time and thought has occurred to compile the class lists. Our teachers are wonderful observers and 
judges of the relationships in their rooms, and we tap into this expertise when making up class lists. In general, we do 
our very best to put all the pieces of the puzzle together. We encourage you to be positive about the class placements 
with your children, they take their cue from you. If they don’t have their best friend in their class, reassure them we 
will have placed them with at least one friend! If they are concerned, tell them that they will have an opportunity to 
make many new friends in their new class and they will still get to play and hang out with their other friends. Children 
test our reaction to news to gauge how they should react, so we need to be the reassurance they need. Please be 
positive, reassure them and show them that you are confident that they will have a good year.  

End-of-year reports 

Reports will be emailed home in the afternoon of Tuesday 14th December.  Keep an eye on your Inbox! 

Last day of Term 

Just a reminder that we finish at 12.30pm on Thursday 16th December.  The bus will be running at this time.  If you 
need childcare for the afternoon, sKIDs are operating from the school grounds – contact sonia@skids.co.nz or 027 739 
1986. 

If you have any questions about school happenings, please contact myself, your classroom teacher or Mrs Young in 
the office.                                                                            Michelle Tate  

Library Books & Reading Books 

All school library books and other reading books that have been issued or sent home throughout the year are to be 
returned this week for those that still have them to return. Please return these to your child's classroom teacher. 
Please have a good look at home so that we can start the 2022 school year restocked and ready to go.  Thanks in 
advance for helping us out with this!  

Year 0-4 Fun Outside Day 
On Tuesday 14 December, the junior school (Rooms 1-6) will be celebrating the end 
of year by having a fun, outside day.  There will be bouncy castles, time in the pool, 
giant games and hopefully a visit from the fire truck.   

Please send your child with their togs (rash vest preferred), two towels, a drink 
bottle, a change of clothes, a warm jersey, fully-brimmed sunhat.  A sausage sizzle 
lunch will be provided but please send along their usual lunch.  Please apply 
sunblock before arriving at school, and send along any sunblock if your child cannot use our school one (we will be 
outside for most of the day and will need to reapply sunblock).   

As always, if you have any queries please do not hesitate to be in touch. We’re hoping for a fine fun day, but please 
cross your fingers for a sunny day :)  We look forward to sharing our joyful 
moments with you via Seesaw. 

Early Christmas Gift 
Lillie, in Room 12 shared this moving photo of her new foal Elton, born on 
December 1st.  What more could a girl ask for at Christmas time!  Thanks for 
sharing, Lillie. 

End of Year Checklist 

✓ Return library books 

✓ Return sports uniform and borrowed polo shirts 

✓ Settle outstanding invoices for school expenses 

✓ Check lost property mountain 

✓ Phew!  Pour yourself a cold drink and put your feet up! 
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EPro8 – Wellington Grand Finals! 
What a year for our EPro8 teams, both 
battling through two rounds to make it to the 
Wellington Grand Finals last week.  Teams 
from all over the Greater Wellington area 
participated.  
 
The 3 Dots  (Year 7/8) made up of Mackenzie, 
Finn, Fergus and Tuuatu placed 2nd equal in 
the final! 
 
The Kookaboura’s  (Year 5/6) made up of 
Carys, Zoe, Henrietta and  Prairie placed 3rd 
in the final! 
 
All their tremendously hard mahi and 
dedication sure did pay off.  Bring on next 
year’s competition! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Gift 

Lillie, in Room 12 

From Home & School  

 

Reading to Dogs 

Programme 

Vyvien from Ōtaki Library put the school 
in touch with wonderful Amanda and 
her canine companion, Gryphon, who 
have been coming in every week this 
term.  Rosie and Lukas seem to really be 
enjoying themselves, reading to 
Gryphon as he snuggles up to them.  
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Band update:  unfortunately, several key school band members have another event to attend on Friday night, so the 
school bands won’t be performing. 

Missing Chromebook 
A Chromebook has gone missing from Room 12. It's in a black zipped cover with thename Ella in the clear pocket. If 
this has accidentally come home with your child, please pop it back to the school office. 

Getting your household ready for self-isolation  
A message from Wellington Region Emergency Management Office: 
We may start to see more cases of COVID-19 in the community in the coming months. The good news is that most 
people with are likely to have mild to moderate illness and will be able to self-isolate and fully recover in their own 
home. Preparedness is about the steps you can take and the conversations you can have now to help you or your 
whānau if you need to self-isolate. Everyone should prepare for what they need to do if they get COVID-19. 
 
Tips for household COVID-19 preparedness: 

• Have a household plan in case someone in your house get sick and must self-isolate or go to hospital. This 
includes room/house plan or options looking at how people who are unwell will be away from other 
household members 

• Get some basic supplies like tissues, rubbish bags, bags to separate laundry of people who are unwell , 
gloves, cleaning supplies,  other things you like to have when you are feeling under the weather (throat 
lozenges etc) 

• Have a chat to people now about how you will get groceries if you are self-isolating. Talk to friends and 
family, look at how you will support each other 

• If you are the main person in household who looks after bills, pet feeding, internet banking etc make a list 
of easy-to-follow instructions so your family can support you with this if you aren’t well 

 Check out more and get your Covid readiness checklist at: 
https://covid19.govt.nz/isolation-and-care/care-in-the-community/ 
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TE HORO SCHOOL ALLSTARS 

Room 

1 

Max, you are a CAPABLE learner.  So proud of the learning you have done this term with letters 
and the sounds they represent. Tino pai. Well done. 
Poppy, you are a GREAT CITIZEN in Room 1. You can always be relied upon the work co-
operatively, care about classmates and help those in need.  He whetu koe! What a star. 

Room 

2 

Mark, thank you for being an awesome TEAM PLAYER.  You love working with your friends and 
it’s great to see your creativity shining through.  Tino pai! 
Quinn, you are a GOOD CITIZEN.  You are always friendly, helpful and kind.  Your smile brightens 
up everyone’s day!  Ka pai, Quinn! 

Room 

3 

Dallas - For being a good role model and always trying his best to be helpful, polite and kind. Ka 
moe te wehi, awesome! 
Pipi - For being and upstander and always trying her best to help resolve disagreements in a 
positive way. Te ataahua hoki (Beautiful). 
Harry - For showing courage and determination in your play and always having a new idea to 
improve on a team build.  Miharo (Awesome)! 

Room 

4 

 

Room 

5 

Riley  - You show that you are a great team player and you work well with your classmates.  Thank 
you for being a wonderful member of Room 5! 
Gemma - You show that you are a capable learner as you persevere when the work gets hard. 
Thank you for being a Room 5 superstar! 
Rosie - Room 5 are lucky to have you Rosie.  You show what a Good Citizen you are everyday, 
always ready to learn and do your best! Thank you! 

Room 

6 

Nathaniel - for Communication. When you needed help you found it in a duty teacher, awesome 
effort. Tino pai rawa atu! 
Olive - Good Citizen. Everyday you come to school with a farm update and bucket loads of 
KINDNESS! You’re amazing. Miharo! 

Room 

9 

Aimee - for always being helpful and kind to people and for giving her best to any task she does! 
Elliot -for sharing ideas in class, working well with others and using courage to present to a group! 

Room 

10 

Well done Sam. I appreciate the way in which you have independently managed your time, within 
the classroom and worked with focus and determination. 
Thank you Zavier, for the consistency and calm that you bring to the classroom. We appreciate 
your kind, gentle and inclusive nature. 

Room 

11 

Finn, Fergus, Tuaatu and Mackenzie (even though she’s in Room 12) For capability, resilience, 
teamwork and communication.  Throughout the EPRO8 series you have each shown all of these 
school values, as you have worked together to problem solve under pressure as well as have fun.  
The Three Dots ROCK! Congratulations on second place, a truly awesome effort that will be hard 
to beat by future Te Horo Teams. 

Room 

12 

Bella - Good Citizen - you are welcoming, caring and supportive of your classmates.  Thank you for 
being you! 

Avah  - Good Citizen - we absolutely adore your sense of humour.  You are fun to be around and 
you make us smile often.  Thank you! 

Ella - Capable - It is great to see how passionate and dedicated you are to learning the countries 
and flags of the world.  Such great knowledge to have! 

Star 

staff 

Richard - For being ‘TEAM PLAYER’ with a CAN DO attitude. Thanks for stepping in and lending a 
hand. 
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Community News 

 
Caretaker seeing rental 
Dean is putting the feelers out for a three-plus bedroom, 
preferably with garage and in Waikanae area (although all 
options considered) from Feb/Mar 2022.  Can be sooner if 
necessary.  Please contact Dean via hintonturf@gmail.com if 
you have a property to rent or any good leads.  Imagine how 
good the lawns will look! 
 
 sKids After School Care – Te Horo School Hall 
sKids can support your before/after and holiday care needs.  To 
enroll and book just go to www.skids.co.nz, from the home page 
click on the blue parent login button which takes you to sKids 
AimyPlus, or go to: 
 https://skids.aimy.co.nz/Account/Login 
If you need any assistance, please don't hesitate to make 
contact: 
sonia@skids.co.nz or 027 739 1986 
 
Chess and Math School Holiday Programmes 
Super-charge your child's Math this school holidays!  Develop 
thinking and problem solving 
Learn great new skills. Interactive hands-on lessons. Get 
coached by a New Zealand Chess Champion & Maths Expert..  
Access quality Maths resources designed by PhD 
Mathematician. Make friends with like-minded kids. 
Chess Lovers ONLINE holiday programme or MathMaster 

ONLINE holiday programme.  Visit chesspower.co.nz for more info.  
 

Bigair Gym Pre-Christmas Drop & Shop  
Bigair is running its popular Pre-CHRISTMAS DROP & SHOP HOLIDAY PROGRAMME 
on Monday 20th, Tuesday 21st & Wednesday 22nd of December 2021. Book your 
kids in for some active fun, giving you time to finish work, and complete Christmas 
preparations & shopping! 
Running from the 10th – 28th Jan 2022. This involves gym circuits, challenges, 
competitions, free play, structured games, and talent quests. Spaces are limited, so 
book online today! www.bigairgym.co.nz 
 
CodeCamp 
CodeCamp allows kids from the ages of 7-12 to develop 21st century skills in a fun 
and action packed environment. Develop confidence & initiative through design, 
creativity, solving problems, presenting & collaboration. Create games, apps.  
Venue: Queen Margaret College, Thorndon  
Dates: 13-16th Dec,  
10th – 14th January,  
17th – 21st January,  
25th – 28th January.  
Book Now at https://codecamp.co.nz 
 
Summer School Workshops - Slime Time Science, 3D Printing & Woodworking 
Workshops 
Tuesday 25th January, from 9.30 am.  Hosted at Raumati Technology Centre with Dr 
Sarah Kenworthy and Mrs Angela Swank.  Fun hands-on science activities and making.  

Go to https://www.sarahthescientist.co.nz/product-category/school-holiday-workshops/ to book a place or email 
sarahthescientist@xtra.co.nz.  Something for all ages, spaces limited. 
 
The Star of Christmas: WIN TRANSPORT, ACCOMMODATION & STUDIO TIME WITH NATHAN KING FROM POPSTARS  
This Christmas morning on Newstalk ZB – it’s The Star of Christmas singing competition… on The Crazy Kiwi Christmas Kids Show! 
The grand prize? The opportunity to professionally record any Christmas song with Nathan King, judge from POPSTARS. You’ll be 
treated like a star – with return flights for two to Auckland (if you’re out of Auckland), hotel accommodation, and a music studio 

mailto:hintonturf@gmail.com
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tour. If you can sing, and are under 13, email your audition singing a Christmas song to christmas@newstalkzb.co.nz or call 0800 
843 864 before 13th December. Then tune into Newstalk ZB on Christmas morning from 6am to see if you’ve won!  
More information can be found HERE. 
 
Free Karate Trial Class 
The school holidays are nearly here.  Now’s the chance to get your children to try something new, which will help them with their 
focus, self-discipline, confidence and self-estimate while keeping them fit and healthy.  Our club promotes families training 
together, parents can train with their children, brothers and sisters or all ages can train together. If you are interested in trying 
out a class, call or text Deanne on 021814998 to book a trail class.  
 
If you are interested in trying out a class, call or text Deanne on 021814998 to book a trail class.Te Horo Playgroup – Join Us! 
Our cute little playgroup is nestled behind the church on School Road. We have great facilities – a fully fenced outdoor area, a 
large sandpit and inground trampoline, fort, swings and Wendy house. Inside we have arts and crafts, trains, blackboards, dress 
ups, everything a kid could want! 9.30am-12.00pm on Fridays – we ask just $2 per session or $20 per family for the term.  Hope 
to see you there! Contact: thplaygroup@gmail.com  Facebook: Te Horo Playgroup 
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